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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1365 %"

| NTRODUCED BY MARKOSEK, READSHAW CEI ST, MAYERN K, SOLOBAY
DeWEESE, SHANER, FRANKEL, CASORI O, CALTAGQ RONE, HORSEY,
DI VEN, DeLUCA, TANGRETTI, PETRARCA, LESCOVI TZ, STEELMAN,
HARHAI , COSTA, DALEY, CCOLAFELLA, TRELLO, WALKO, M CHLOVI C,
RUFFI NG PALLONE, PETRONE, KAl SER, LEVDANSKY, HALUSKA,
LAUGHLI N, HABAY, YOUNGBLOOD, JOSEPHS, THOVAS, TRAVAGLI O

ROBI NSON, PI STELLA, ROBERTS, SAI NATO, DERMADY, STAIRS, TRI CH,

VEON, YEWCI C AND WOIJNARCSKI, APRI L 24, 2001

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, APRI L 24, 2001
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing t he Sout hwest Pennsyl vani a Regi onal Transit

Aut hority Study Comm ssion and providing for its nmenbership,

powers and duties; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Sout hwest
Pennsyl vani a Regional Transit Authority Study Conm ssion Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Sout hwest Pennsyl vani a Regi onal Transit

Aut hority Study Comm ssion established in section 3.

" Sout hwest Pennsylvania.” The region of this Comobnweal th
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consisting of the follow ng nine counties: Allegheny, Arnstrong,
Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Geene, Indiana, Washi ngton and
Vst nor el and.
Section 3. Sout hwest Pennsylvania Regional Transit Authority

St udy Conmmi ssi on.

The Sout hwest Pennsyl vani a Regional Transit Authority Study
Commi ssion is hereby established. The conm ssion shall consi st
of the follow ng nmenbers:

(1) The Governor or designee.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation or designee.

(3) Four nenbers of the General Assenbly, one of whom
shall be appointed by the President pro tenpore of the
Senate, one of whom shall be appointed by the Mnority Leader
of the Senate, one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives and one of whom shall be
appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(4) A nenber of each of the transit entities | ocated
wi t hi n Sout hwest Pennsyl vani a.

(5) A representative fromeach county w thin Sout hwest
Pennsyl vani a appoi nted by either the executive or the
conmmi ssioners of the county.

(6) A nenber fromeach transit union representing
current transit entities in Southwest Pennsylvani a.

Section 4. Purpose.

The purpose of the conm ssion shall be to study the
possibility and feasibility of replacing the current transit
entities in Southwest Pennsylvania with a regional system
Section 5. Staff and consul tants.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The comm ssion may enploy such
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prof essional, technical and clerical staff and engage the
services of consultants, as it deens necessary to carry out its
responsi bilities under this act. The Departnent of
Transportation shall provide necessary office space and

adm ni strative support for the comm ssion.

(b) Existing personnel and staff.--Wenever possible, the
commi ssion shall utilize the services and expertise of existing
personnel and staff of State governnment, and to this end the
Governor is hereby directed to make such personnel and staff
avail able to the comm ssion to the fullest extent commensurate
with the performance of their other duties.

(c) Reinbursenent to State agencies.--The conmm ssion shal
rei nburse State agencies, including the Departnent of
Transportation, for any expense incurred in providing to the
conmmi ssion the services as required by this act.

Section 6. Meetings.

(a) Schedul e of neetings.--The comm ssion shall hold an
organi zati on nmeeting as soon as possible after the appoi ntnent
of all its nenbers. Thereafter, the comm ssion shall hold
neetings at the call of the chairman or of a majority of the
menbers serving thereon.

(b) Public hearings.--The conm ssion shall also hold public
hearings on the matters to be considered by it at |ocations
t hr oughout Sout hwest Pennsyl vani a, including specifically those
areas nost likely to be served by any systemthat may repl ace
the existing transit entities in Southwest Pennsylvania. Al
nmeeti ngs and public hearings of the conm ssion shall be deened
neetings for the purposes of and subject to 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7
(relating to open neetings).

Section 7. Annual reports.
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The conmm ssion shall nake annual reports of its activities
and recomrendations to the General Assenbly and the Governor.
Section 8. Funding.

In addition to the noneys appropriated and ot her noneys as
may be appropriated fromtine to time by the General Assenbly
for its work, the commi ssion is authorized to make application
for and expend such Federal grants as may be avail abl e and may

al so receive and expend contributions from other public, quasi-
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public or private sources as may becone avail abl e.

10 Section 9. Appropriation.

11 The sum of $500, 000 i s hereby appropriated to the Sout hwest
12 Pennsylvania Regional Transit Authority Study Conmm ssion for the
13 fiscal year July 1, 2000, to June 30, 2001, to carry out the

14 provisions of this act.

15 Section 10. Effective date.

16 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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