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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1249 %55

I NTRODUCED BY VEON, GEI ST, LAUGHLIN, CALTAG RONE, GEORGE
THOMVAS, M CALL, SOLOBAY, WOINARCSKI, WLT, WALKG
CAPPABI ANCA, BELARDI, EACHUS, YOUNGBLOOD, M COCHEN, DeLUCA
MUNDY, STABACK, JOSEPHS, KIRKLAND, J. WLLIAVS5, ROONEY,
MELI O WANSACZ, CGRUCELA, C. WLLIAMS, STEELMAN, BASTI AN
DI VEN, HARHAI AND SHANER, APRIL 2, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, APRIL 2, 2001
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AN ACT

Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania

Consol idated Statutes, providing for the provision of

counseling services and trauma | eave after railroad

acci dents.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 66 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2710. Provi si on of counseling service and traunma | eave.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every railroad operating in this

Commpnweal th shall provi de counseling services or other critical

i nci dent stress debriefing services within 48 hours to every

menber of an operating crew involved in an accident that results

in loss of life or serious bodily injury onits main |line or

|lateral line. The engi neer or other operating crew nmenber

i nvolved in an accident that results in loss of |life or serious

bodily injury shall be relieved fromduty with conpensati on and
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applicabl e benefits at the site of the accident for a period of

at |l east three days unless the rail road shows that the acci dent

was due to the negligence of the engi neer or other operating

crew nenber in which case the | eave nay be w thout benefits or

appl i cabl e conpensati on. Any person who i s otherwi se eliqgible

for applicable benefits shall not be deni ed such benefits based

on the negligence of a fellow crew nenber if the person was

found to not have acted negli gently.

(b) Return to duty.--Any engineer returning to duty

following | eave shall, if requested, be assi gned an assi st ant

engi neer or other qualified person who shall acconmpany himfor

such reasonable tine as nay be necessary to guarantee the public

safety. At the discretion of the enpl oyer, any engi neer or Ccrew

menber nay be subject to an exam nation pertaining to any nental

or enptional inpairnent caused by the accident during the period

of |l eave or upon return to duty by a qualified nedical

practiti oner desi gnated by the enpl oyer.

(c) Requl ation.--The conni ssion shall pronul gate rul es and

requl ati ons necessary for the i nplenmentati on of this section.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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