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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1108 %55

| NTRODUCED BY SANTONI, BELARDI, LEDERER, YOUNGBLOOD, GORDNER
MARKGOSEK, CALTAG RONE, DALEY, CAPPABI ANCA, BELFANTI, WALKGQG,
Pl STELLA, SCRI MENTI, JOSEPHS, C. WLLIAMS, HORSEY, MANDERI NO,
MELI O GRUCELA, J. WLLIAMS, COLAFELLA, HARHAI, TRELLO AND
STEELMAN, MARCH 21, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, MARCH 21, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 20, 1968 (P.L.1075, No.329),
entitled "An act providing for the growh and devel opnent of
nonconmmer ci al educational television; creating the

Pennsyl vani a Public Tel evision Network Comm ssion as an

i ndependent commi ssion and defining its powers and duties,”

providing for the establishnent of a Public Access,

Educati onal Access and Governmental Access Tel evision

Advi sory Council and defining its powers and duti es;

establishing a Public Access, Educational Access and

Government al Access Capital |nprovenent Fund; and nmaki ng an

appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of Novenmber 20, 1968
(P.L.1075, No.329), referred to as the Public Tel evision Network
System Law, is anended to read

Section 1. Declaration of Public Policy.--The General
Assenbly hereby declares that it is in the public interest of
t he Commonweal th to encourage and devel op the growth of

nonconmer ci al educational, public access and gover nmental access

tel evi si on broadcasting, including the use of such nedia for
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i nstructional purposes, public access and governnental access;

t hat the expansi on and devel opnent of nonconmercial educational,

public access and governnental access tel evision broadcasting

and its progranm ng diversity depend on freedom i magi nati on and
initiative; that it furthers the general welfare to encourage
such programm ng which will be responsive to the interests of
peopl e t hroughout the Commonweal th and which will constitute an
expression of diversity and excellence; that it is necessary and
appropriate for the State governnent to conpl enment, assist and
support a policy that will nost effectively make nonconmerci al

educational, public access and governnental television service

avai l abl e to the people of the Cormonweal th; and that an
i ndependent comm ssion should be created to facilitate the

devel opnent of educational, public access and gover nnent al

tel evi si on broadcasting and to afford maxi mum protection from
extraneous interference and control.
Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 4. 2. Publi ¢ Access, Educati onal Access and

Gover nnent al Access Tel evi si on General Provisions. --Mnbers of

the General Assenbly recogni ze the formati on and operati on of

publ i c access, educati onal access and governnental access cabl e

tel evision stations throughout this Commponweal th and the

i nportant services that each of these stations provides to the

resi dents and communiti es they serve. These tel evision stati ons

provi de an opportunity for residents, educators, schools,

communi ty coll eges, universities, nonprofit organi zati ons and

governnents to directly conmmuni cate with the communiti es served

by the stations. The stations al so provide an inportant fabric

to the denocratic process. They do so by giving residents,

educati onal institutions, nonprofit organi zati ons and
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governnents an unfettered ability to pronpte the inportant

ri ghts of freedom of speech and freedom of press. Each station

provi des the only noncommerci al opportunity for the residents,

educators, educational institutions, nonprofit organi zati ons and

governnents to directly produce tel evision prograns that

br oadcast directly to hones, schools and busi nesses through the

cabl e tel evision systens served by the stations. The Gener al

Assenbly hereby determnes that it is in the best interest of

this Commonwealth and its residents to pronote the operations of

such public access, educati onal access and governnental access

cabl e tel evisions stati ons.

Secti on 4. 3. Publi ¢ Access, Educati onal Access and

Gover nnent al Access Tel evi si on Advi sory Council.--There i s

hereby created and placed within the conm ssion a Public Access,

Educati onal Access and Governnental Access Tel evi si on Advi sory

Counci |, whose nmenbers shall consist of: the president of the

Pennsyl vani a Cabl e Tel evi si on and Conmuni cati ons Associ ati on or

hi s desi gnee; the president or chief executive officer or his

desi gnee of each of the cable tel evision stations organi zed in

this Commonweal th to provide one or all of the foll ow ng

services to the public: public access, educati onal access or

governnental access; the Secretary of Education or his desi gnee;

the director of conmunications for npjority and mnority

caucuses of the Senate and the House of Representatives; the

chai rman of the Pennsyl vani a Public Tel evi si on Network

Conmmi ssion; the chief tel econmuni cati ons technol ogy policy

officer of the Executive Departnent of the Commonweal th or the

officer's desi gnee and the Pennsyl vani a coordi nator of the

Al liance for Community Media. The council shall elect fromits

menbers a chairman and vice chairman. The chairman or his
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desi gnee shall serve as an ad hoc, nonvoting representative to

the conm ssion. The nenbers of the council shall neet fromtine

to tine as they deem necessary to advi se the conm ssi on on

pronoti ng and assi sting the operati ons of public access,

educati onal access and governnental access cable tel evision

stations within this Commonwealth. They also will review all

applications for grants fromthe Public Access, Educati onal

Access and Governnental Access Capital | nmprovenent Fund

establ i shed by section 4.4 and reconmend to the Pennsyl vani a

Publ i c Tel evi si on Network Conmi ssion the recipients of grants

fromthe fund.

Section 4. 4. Publi ¢ Access, Educati onal Access and

Governnental Access Capital | nprovenent Fund.--There is hereby

establi shed a Public Access, Educati onal Access and Gover nnent al

Access Capital | nprovement Fund. Al tel evision stations

organi zed and operated to provide public access, educati onal

access or governnental access or a conbi nati on of any of those

services through a cable tel evision systemshall qualify to

recei ve grant noney fromthe fund. Each of the stations shall be

establi shed as a nonprofit corporation under the laws of this

Commpnweal th or shall be organi zed through a school district,

internediate unit, conmmunity college or related public

educational institution, public university or political

subdi vision within this Commonweal th. Grants provided by the

fund shall pay for new equi pnrent or other capital inprovenents.

The conm ssion shall establish the forns and requl ati ons for

awardi ng grant funding under this act. Al public access,

educati onal access or governnental television stations receiving

fundi ng nust submt a form docunenti ng how the grant wl |

specifically benefit the communities and the residents that they
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Section 3. The sum of $1, 000,000 is hereby appropriated from

the General Fund to the Pennsyl vania Public Tel evision Network

1
2
3
4 Commission for transfer to the Public Access, Educational Access
5 and Governnental Access Capital |nprovenent Fund.

6

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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