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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 668 %5

I NTRODUCED BY SCHRODER, THOVAS, BARD, BARRAR, BASTI AN, BEBKG
JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BENNI NGHOFF, BLAUM BUXTON
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLARK, COLAFELLA, CRUZ, DALLY, DeLUCA
DERMODY, DeWEESE, EGOLF, FAI RCH LD, FEESE, FORCI ER, GABI G
GEl ST, GODSHALL, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HARHART,
HENNESSEY, HERVAN, HERSHEY, HORSEY, JAMES, LaCGROITA, LEDERER
LEH, LYNCH, MARS|I CO, MAYERN K, MCALL, MILHATTAN, MELIQ
METCALFE, R MLLER, S. MLLER NAILCR N CKOL, PETRARCA
RAYMOND, READSHAW ROSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCRI MENTI
SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, STEELMAN, STERN
E. Z. TAYLOR TIGUE, VANCE, WASHI NGTON, WATSON, C. W LLI AV5,
WLT, WOGAN, WOINAROCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND ZI MVERMVAN,
FEBRUARY 13, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
FEBRUARY 13, 2001

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.221, No.63), entitled,
as anmended, "An act establishing the Pennsyl vania Advi sory
Council on Drug and Al cohol Abuse; inposing duties on the
Department of Health to devel op and coordi nate the
i npl enentati on of a conprehensive health, education and
rehabilitation programfor the prevention and treatnent of
drug and al cohol abuse and drug and al cohol dependence;
provi ding for emergency nedical treatnment; providing for
treatment and rehabilitation alternatives to the crimnal

10 process for drug and al cohol dependence; and making repeals,”

11 provi ding for access to mnor records by a parent or |egal

12 guardi an; and further providing for financial obligation.

OCOoO~NOUITRAWNE

13 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
14 hereby enacts as foll ows:

15 Section 1. Section 8(b) of the act of April 14, 1972

16 (P.L.221, No.63), known as the Pennsylvania Drug and Al cohol

17 Abuse Control Act, is anended to read:



Section 8. Confidentiality of Records.--* * *

(b) Al patient records (including all records relating to
any comm tnent proceedi ng) prepared or obtained pursuant to this
act, and all information contained therein, shall remain
confidential, and may be disclosed only with the patient's

consent or in the case of a mnor, a parent or |egal quardi an's

consent and only (i) to nedical personnel exclusively for
pur poses of diagnosis and treatnent of the patient or (ii) to
government or other officials exclusively for the purpose of
obtai ning benefits due the patient as a result of his drug or

al cohol abuse or drug or al cohol dependence except that in
energency nedical situations where the patient's life is in

i mredi ate jeopardy, patient records may be rel eased w thout the
patient's consent to proper nedical authorities solely for the

pur pose of providing nmedical treatnment to the patient or (iii)

to a parent or legal guardian of a mnor. Disclosure may be nade

for purposes unrelated to such treatnment or benefits only upon
an order of a court of conmon pleas after application show ng
good cause therefor. In determ ning whether there is good cause
for disclosure, the court shall weigh the need for the
i nformati on sought to be discl osed agai nst the possi bl e harm of
di scl osure to the person to whom such information pertains, the
physi ci an-patient relationship, and to the treatnent services,
and may condition disclosure of the information upon any
appropri ate safeguards. No such records or information may be
used to initiate or substantiate crim nal charges against a
pati ent under any circunstances.

* %k

Section 2. Section 13 of the act is anended by adding a

subsection to read:

20010H0668B0741 - 2 -



Section 13. Financial Obligations.--* * *

(c) In the case under section 8(b)(iii) of this act, unless

the parent or leqgal quardian is without financial resources, the

parent or | egal guardian shall be obligated to pay for any costs

t o, photocopi es and post age.

Section 3. Al acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar

1
2
3
4
5 related to the duplication of records, such as but not inclusive
6
7
8 as they are inconsistent with this act.

9

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 30 days.

A241.35JS/ 20010H0668B0741 - 3 -



