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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 259 =55

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, TIGUE, THOVAS, WOINARCSKI, LAUGHLI N, COyY,
BEBKO- JONES, GEORGE, READSHAW FRANKEL, WASHI NGTON, PI STELLA,
SOLOBAY, PRESTON, KENNEY, HARHART, R MLLER C. WLLI AMS,
DALEY, RUBLEY, HENNESSEY, E. Z. TAYLOR, SCRI MENTI, JOSEPHS
SATHER, HARHAI, PETRARCA, EACHUS, SEMVEL, MCALL AND
STEELNMAN, JANUARY 29, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JANUARY 29, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.817, No.143), entitled "An
act relating to nental health procedures; providing for the
treatment and rights of nentally disabl ed persons, for
vol untary and i nvoluntary exam nation and treatnment and for
determ nations affecting those charged with crine or under
sentence,” providing for aftercare plans for persons under
treatment prior to discharge fromtreatnent.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of July 9, 1976 (P.L.817, No.143), known
as the Mental Health Procedures Act, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 108.1. Aftercare Directives.--(a) Every person who

is under treatnent under this act including treatnent under

section 116, and the person's conservator, quardi an or other

|l egal |y authori zed representative shall, prior to discharge from

a facility as defined in section 103, be give a witten

aftercare pl an.
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(b)) The witten aftercare plan shall include, to the extent

known, all of the foll owi ng conponents:

(1) The nature of the illness and foll ow up required.

(2) Medications including side effects and dosage schedul es.

If the patient was gi ven an i nforned consent formwth his or

her nedi cations, the formshall satisfy the requirenent for

i nformati on on side effects of the nmedi cati ons.

(3) Expected course of recovery.

(4) Reconmmendations reqgarding treatnment that are relevant to

the person's care.

(5) Referrals to providers of nedical and nental health

servi ces.

(6) Notification of the person's right to use advance

directives, in accordance with a form established by the

departnent for this purpose. The notification shall also i nform

the person that he or she is not required to use an advance

directive, and that di scharge is not conti ngent upon the

person's decision to use an advance directive.

(7) Oher relevant infornmation.

(c) The person shall be advised by facility personnel that

he or she may desi gnate another person to receive a copy of the

aftercare plan. A copy of the aftercare plan shall be given to

any person desi gnated by the person.

(d) A person discharged fromtreatnment under section 116 nay

refuse any or all services under the witten aftercare pl an.

(e) The provisions of section 111 shall not apply to any

person who i s authorized to receive an aftercare pl an.

(f) The departnent shall convene an advance directive work

group to produce a nodel advance directive form in order to

pronote unifornmty and facilitate use of advance directives. The
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wor k group shall consist of, but not be limted to, nental

health consuners, famly nenbers of mental heal th consuners,

representati ves of county nental health departnents, consuner

outpatient famlies and agenci es.

1
2
3
4 advocates, and representatives of nental health inpatient and
5
6

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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