PRINTER S NO. 253

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 255 55

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, CALTAG RONE, CORNELL, GABI G HARHAI,
TI GUE AND WOINARGCSKI, JANUARY 29, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 29, 2001
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for personal
injuries sustained by perpetrators of crimnal conduct.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 8313. Personal injuries sustai ned by perpetrator of crim nal

conduct .

(a) Assunption of risk.--A perpetrator shall be deened to

have assuned the risk of loss, injury or death resulting from or

arising out of a course of crimnal conduct conmtted by the

perpetrator or acconplice as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 306(c)

(relating to liability for conduct of another; conplicity).

(b)Y Inmmunity.--The victimshall be i mune from civil

liability for any personal injuries sustai ned by a perpetrator

of crimnal conduct and caused by the acts or om ssions of the

victimduring the course of the crimnal conduct. This
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subsection shall not apply if the victimfailed to use

reasonabl e force during the course of the crimnal conduct.

(c) Attorney fees and costs.--1f the perpetrator does not

prevail in a civil action subject to this section, the court

shall award reasonabl e expenses, including, but not limted to,

attorney fees and di sbursenents, to the victim

(d) Stay of civil action.--Except to the extent necessary to

preserve evidence, a civil action in which the provisions of

this section are rai sed as a defense shall be stayed by the

court on notion of the perpetrator during the pendency of any

crimnal action agai nst the perpetrator based on the sane course

of crimnal conduct.

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Convicted." A finding of quilt, reqgardl ess of whether the

adj udi cation of quilt is stayed or executed, an unw t hdrawn

judi cial adm ssion of quilt or gquilty plea, a no contest plea, a

j udgnent of conviction or an adjudi cati on as a deli nquent chil d.

"Course of crimnal conduct." The termincludes the acts or

onmissions of a victimin resisting crinnal conduct.

"Perpetrator.” A person who has engaged in crimnal conduct,

including, but not linited to, a person convicted of a crine.

"Victim" A person who i s the object of another person's

crimnal conduct, including, but not linmted to, a person at the

scene of an energency who gi ves reasonabl e assi stance to anot her

person who i s exposed to or has suffered grave physical harm

Section 2. This act shall apply to civil actions comrenced
on or after the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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