SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 246, 1710 PRI NTER S NO. 3459

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 247 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HASAY, CALTAG RONE, SEMVEL, T. STEVENSON,
M VRl GHT, FLICK, WANSACZ, LaGROITA, KAI SER, TANGRETTI,
MUNDY, R. STEVENSON, PICKETT, M BAKER, HABAY, JAMES, ARGALL,
ALLEN, COLEMAN, MANN, DALLY AND FREEMAN, JANUARY 29, 2001

SENATOR THOMPSQON, APPROPRI ATI ONS, | N SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS
AMENDED, MARCH 18, 2002
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AN ACT

PROVI DI NG FOR A COMMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM  AND <—
FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE.

N
~

TH' 'S ACT SHALL BE KNOMN AND MAY BE CI TED AS THE COVMUNI TY

N
(63}

SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT ACT.

N
(e}

SECTI ON 2. DECLARATI ON COF PQOLI CY.

N
~

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AND DECLARES AS FOLLOWE:

N
oo

(1) IT 1S THE I NTENTI ON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AS A

N
(o]

MATTER OF PUBLI C POLI CY TO AFFI RM THE COW TMENT OF THE
30 COMMONVEALTH TO AMELI ORATI NG THE CAUSES AND EFFECT OF POVERTY
20010H0247B3459 - 2 -
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BY:

(1) PROVID NG A RANGE OF SERVI CES AND ACTI VI TI ES
HAVI NG A MEASURABLE AND POTENTI ALLY MAJOR | MPACT ON THE
CAUSES OF POVERTY IN THE COMMUNI TY AND ESTABLI SHI NG
GRANTS FOR ORGANI ZATI ONS PROVI DI NG SERVI CES TO M GRANT
AND SEASONAL FARMACRKERS.

(1'l') ENCOURAG NG AND SUPPORTI NG A HOLI STI C APPROACH
DESI GNED TO MOVE LOW | NCOVE FAM LI ES AND | NDI VI DUALS
TOMNRDS SELF- SUFFI CI ENCY.

(1'11) PROVI DI NG ACTI VI TI ES DESI GNED TO ASSI ST LOW
I NCOVE PARTI CI PANTS | N OBTAI NI NG EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATI ON,
HOUSI NG EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE, TRANSPORTATI ON AND OTHER
NECESSI Tl ES.

(1'V) PROVIDING ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS, FOR THE
PROVI SI ON OF SUCH SUPPLI ES AND SERVI CES, NUTRI Tl OQUS
FOODSTUFFS AND RELATED SERVI CES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO
COUNTERACT CONDI TI ONS OF STARVATI ON AND MALNUTRI TI ON
AMONG THE POOR

(V) COORDI NATI NG AND ESTABLI SHI NG LI NKAGES BETWEEN
GOVERNMENTAL AND OTHER SCOCI AL SERVI CE PROGRAMS TO ASSURE
THE EFFECTI VE DELI VERY OF SERVI CES TO LOW | NCOVE
I NDI VI DUALS.

(M) ENCOURAG NG THE USE OF ENTITIES IN THE PRI VATE
SECTOR I N EFFORTS TO AMELI ORATE POVERTY IN THE COVMUNI TY.
(2) 1T 1S ALSO THE | NTENTI ON OF THE CGENERAL ASSEMBLY TO

STI MULATE A BETTER FOCUSI NG OF HUVAN AND FI NANCI AL RESOURCES

ON THE GOAL OF ELI M NATI NG POVERTY BY PROVI DI NG FOR THE

CONTI NUI' TY OF PROGRAMS WHI CH PRESENTLY EXI ST THROUGHOUT THI S

COMWONVEALTH FOR THI' S STATED PURPCSE.

(3) BY SODANG IT IS THE I NTENTI ON OF THE GENERAL

20010H0247B3459 - 3 -
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ASSEMBLY TO SET FORTH THE PCLI Cl ES WHI CH SHALL GOVERN THE
ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE COVMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT OR
SUBSEQUENT FUNDI NG MECHANI SMS ESTABLI SHED FOR SI'M LAR
PURPOSES. THI S BLOCK GRANT WAS CREATED BY THE OVNI BUS BUDGET

| ATION ACT OF 1981 (PUBLIC LAW97-35, 95 STAT. 357)
OAN6 THE PROVI SI ONS DEFI NED I N THAT ACT.
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ALSO FI NDS THAT THE FEDERAL

FUNDS AVAI LABLE TO FI NANCE ACTI VI TI ES UNDER THI S ACT SHALL BE
USED FOR THE FOLLOW NG PURPCSES:

(1) TO PROVIDE A RANCE OF SERVI CES AND ACTI VI TI ES
NG A MEASURABLE AND POTENTI ALLY MAJOR | MPACT ON

CAUSES OF POVERTY IN THE COVWUNI TY OR THOSE AREAS OF THE
COMMUNI TY WHERE POVERTY | S A PARTI CULARLY ACUTE PROBLEM

(1) TO PROVIDE ACTI VI TI ES DESI GNED TO ASSI ST LOW

I NCOVE PARTI CI PANTS, | NCLUDI NG THE ELDERLY POOR:

(A) TO SECURE AND RETAI N MEANI NGFUL EMPLOYMENT;

(B) TO ATTAI N AN ADEQUATE EDUCATI ON,

(©) TO MAKE BETTER USE OF AVAI LABLE | NCOVE;

(D) TO OBTAIN AND NAI NTAI N ADEQUATE HOUSI NG AND
A SUI TABLE LI VI NG ENVI RONMENT;

(E) TO OBTAI N EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE THROUGH LOANS
OR GRANTS TO MEET | MMEDI ATE AND URGENT | NDI VI DUAL AND
FAM LY NEEDS, | NCLUDI NG THE NEED FOR HEALTH SERVI CES,
NUTRI TI QUS FOOD, HOUSI NG AND EMPLOYMENT- RELATED
ASS| STANCE;

(F) TO REMOVE OBSTACLES AND SOLVE PROBLEMS WH CH
BLOCK THE ACHI EVEMENT OF SELF- SUFFI Cl ENCY;

(G TO ACH EVE GREATER PARTI Cl PATION I N THE
AFFAI RS OF THE COVMUNI TY; AND

(H TO MAKE MORE EFFECTI VE USE OF OTHER PROGRAMS

-4 -
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RELATED TO THE PURPCSES OF TH S ACT.

(I'r1) TO PROVI DE ON AN EMERGENCY BASI S FOR THE
PROVI SI ON OF SUCH SUPPLI ES AND SERVI CES, NUTRI Tl OQUS
FOODSTUFFS AND RELATED SERVI CES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO
COUNTERACT CONDI TI ONS OF STARVATI ON AND MALNUTRI TI ON
AMONG THE POOR

(1'V) TO COORDI NATE AND ESTABLI SH LI NKAGES BETWEEN
GOVERNMENTAL AND OTHER SOCI AL SERVI CES PROGRAMS TO ASSURE
THE EFFECTI VE DELI VERY OF SUCH SERVI CES TO LOW | NCOMVE
I NDI VI DUALS.

(V) TO ENCOURACGE THE USE OF ENTITIES IN THE PRI VATE
SECTOR OF THE COWUNITY | N EFFORTS TO AMELI ORATE POVERTY
N THE COVMUNI TY.

SECTI ON 3. DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"CASE MANAGEMENT." A SERIES OF COORDI NATED ACTIVITIES TO
DETERM NE, W TH THE | NCOVE- ELI G BLE | NDI VI DUALS, WHAT SERVI CES
ARE NEEDED AND TO COORDI NATE THEIR TI MELY PROVI SION W THI N THE
AGENCY AND THROUGH OTHER RESOURCES |IN THE COVMUNI TY.

"COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY. "  ANY ORGANI ZATI ON WH CH WAS
OFFI Cl ALLY DESI GNATED BY COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS OR MAYORS AS SUCH
UNDER THE OWNI BUS BUDGET RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT COF 1981 (PUBLIC LAW
97-35, 95 STAT. 357) OR ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S ACT, WHOSE
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTI ONS ARE FURTHER DEFI NED | N SECTI ONS 4 AND 5.

"COVMIUNI TY FOCD AND NUTRI TI ON PROGRAM " A PROGRAM WHEREBY
GRANTS ARE MADE TO STATE AND LOCAL HUNGER PREVENTI ON
ORGANI ZATI ONS FOR ACTI VI TI ES WH CH ADDRESS THE FOOD AND
NUTRI TI ON NEEDS OF LOW | NCOVE POPULATI ONS, ESPECI ALLY H GH RI SK

20010H0247B3459 - 5 -
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CHI LDREN, AS OUTLINED I N SECTI ON 681A(A) OF THE COMMUNI TY
SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT ACT (PUBLIC LAW97-35, 42 U.S.C. §
9910A(A)) .

" COMMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT." A PROGRAM AUTHORI ZED BY
THE OVNI BUS BUDGET RECONC! LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981 WHI CH FOLLOWS THE
PROVI S| ON DEFI NED I N TI TLE XVI1, SUBTITLE C, CHAPTER 2, WHICH IS
| NTENDED TO BE USED BY THE COMVONVEALTH FOR PROGRAMB TO
AVELI ORATE THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF POVERTY.

" COMMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT ADVI SORY TASK FORCE." AN
ADVI SORY PANEL ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THE
OWNI BUS BUDGET RECONC! LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981 TO

(1) COORDI NATE AND ESTABLI SH LI NKAGES BETWEEN

GOVERNVENTAL AND OTHER SOCI AL SERVI CES PROGRAMS AS

ESTABLI SHED BY TH S ACT TO ASSURE THE EFFECTI VE DELI VERY OF

SUCH SERVI CES TO LOW | NCOVE | NDI VI DUALS; AND

(2) ENCOURAGE THE USE OF ENTITIES I N THE PRI VATE SECTOR

OF THE COMMUNI TY TO AVELI ORATE POVERTY.

"DEPARTMENT. " THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNI TY AND ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OR THE DESI GNATED AGENCY
RESPONS| BLE FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE BLOCK
GRANT FUNDS.

"ELI G BLE ENTITY." ANY AGENCY OR ORGANI ZATI ON DES| GNATED | N
THE OWVNI BUS BUDGET RECONC! LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981 AS AN ELI G BLE
RECI Pl ENT OF COMMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT FUNDS, | NCLUDI NG A
LI M TED PURPOSE AGENCY AND A STATEW DE M GRANT AND SEASONAL
FARMADRKERS' ORGANI ZATI ON.

"LIM TED PURPOSE AGENCY." AN AGENCY THAT WAS FUNDED UNDER
TITLE Il OF THE ECONOM C OPPORTUNI TY ACT OF 1964 (PUBLIC LAW 88-
452, 78 STAT. 508) FOR A LIM TED FUNCTI ONAL OR GEOGRAPHI CAL
PURPOSE AND RECOGNI ZED AS A COMMUNI TY ACTI ON PROGRAM UNDER THE

20010H0247B3459 - 6 -
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OWNI BUS BUDGET RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981.

"SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF COMMUNI TY AND ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMONVEALTH OR THE DESI GNATED | NDI VI DUAL
RESPONS|I BLE FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE BLOCK
GRANT FUNDS.

SECTION 4. ELIGBILITY FOR COWUN TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT FUNDS
AND DES| GNATI ON OF COMMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES.

(A) COVMUNITY ACTI ON AGENCY RECEI VES BLOCK GRANTS. - - EACH
COUNTY AND FI RST AND SECOND CLASS CITY WTH N THI S COMVONVEALTH
TO RECEI VE FUNDS UNDER THI S ACT SHALL HAVE A COMMUNI TY ACTI ON
AGENCY DESI GNATED TO RECEI VE COVWMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT
FUNDS. THESE COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES MAY BE AN ARM OF THE
DESI GNATI NG UNI T OF GOVERNMENT OR OTHER ELI G BLE ENTI TY,

CONSTI TUTED SO THAT ONE- THHRD OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF

DI RECTORS ARE ELECTED PUBLI C OFFI Cl ALS CURRENTLY HOLDI NG OFFI CES
OR THEI R REPRESENTATI VES, EXCEPT THAT, |F THE NUMBER OF ELECTED
OFFI Cl ALS REASONABLY AVAI LABLE AND W LLI NG TO SERVE | S LESS THAN
ONE- TH RD OF THE BOARD MEMBERSHI P, MEMBERSHI P ON THE BOARD OF
APPO NTI VE OFFI Cl ALS MAY BE COUNTED | N MEETI NG SUCH ONE- TH RD
REQUI REMENT; AT LEAST ONE- THI RD ARE PERSONS CHOSEN | N ACCORDANCE
W TH DEPARTMENTALLY APPROVED DEMOCRATI C SELECTI ON PROCEDURES
ADEQUATE TO ASSURE THAT THEY ARE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE POOR | N
THE AREA SERVED;, AND THE REMAI NDER OF THE MEMBERS ARE OFFI Cl ALS
OR MEMBERS OF BUSI NESS, | NDUSTRY, LABCOR, RELI Q@ OQUS, WELFARE,
EDUCATI ON OR OTHER MAJOR GROUPS AND | NTERESTS IN THE COVMUNI TY.

(B) PRESENT AGENCI ES | NCLUDED FOR ELIG BILITY.--TH' S
DESI GNATI ON | NCLUDES ALL PRESENT COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES AND
OTHER ELI G BLE ENTI TI ES ESTABLI SHED UNDER THE OWNI BUS BUDGET
RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981 (PUBLIC LAW97-35, 95 STAT. 357). IN
COUNTI ES AND FI RST AND SECOND CLASS Cl TI ES WHERE THERE | S NO

20010H0247B3459 - 7 -



1 COVWUN TY ACTI ON AGENCY, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE SERVI CES

2 THROUGH ANOTHER ELI G BLE AGENCY VWH CH SHALL RECEI VE COMMUNI TY

3 SERVI CE BLOCK GRANT FUNDS SPECI FI CALLY FOR TH S PURPCSE.

4 SECTION 5. COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES AND BQOARD.

5 (A) PONERS OF AGENCY. --EACH COMMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY

6 DESI GNATED AND CREATED PURSUANT TO THE CRI TERI A SET FORTH | N

7 SECTION 4 SHALL:

8 (1) DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT PROGRAMS AND PRQJECTS DESI GNED

9 I N ACCORDANCE W TH FEDERAL REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHED UNDER THE
10 OWNI BUS BUDCGET RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981 (PUBLIC LAW 97- 35,
11 95 STAT. 357) TO SERVE THE POOR OR LOW | NCOVE AREAS W TH

12 MAXI MUM FEASI BLE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF RESI DENTS OF THE AREAS AND
13 MEMBERS OF THE GROUPS SERVED, SO AS TO BEST STI MULATE AND

14 TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF CAPABI LI TI ES FOR SELF- ADVANCEMENT AND
15 ASSURE THAT THOSE PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS ARE OTHERW SE

16 MEANI NGFUL TO AND W DELY UTI LI ZED BY THEI R | NTENDED

17 BENEFI Cl ARI ES. PARTI Cl PATI ON | N ANY COWUNI TY SERVI CE BLOCK
18 GRANT PROGRAM IS LI M TED TO PERSONS WHOSE | NCOMVE | N RELATI ON
19 TO FAM LY SI ZE DCES NOT EXCEED 125% OF THE OFFI Cl AL POVERTY
20 LI NE ESTABLI SHED BY THE FEDERAL OFFI CE OF MANAGEMENT AND
21 BUDCET.
22 (2) BE A CONTI NU NG AND EFFECTI VE MECHANI SM FOR SECURI NG
23 BROAD COMMUNI TY | NVOLVEMENT | N THE PROGRAMS ASSI STED UNDER
24 TH' S ACT.
25 (3) PROVI DE EFFECTI VE COORDI NATI ON OF EXI STI NG COVWWLUNI TY
26 ACTI ON PROGRAM5S W TH OTHER FEDERAL AND STATE FUNDS PROVI DED
27 WTH N THE JURI SDI CTI ONAL AREA TARGETED TO THE LOW | NCOVE
28 POPULATI ON TO AVO D DUPLI CATI ON OF EFFORTS W THI N THE AREA.
29 (B) FUNCTI ONS OF AGENCY.--1N EXERCI SING I TS POAERS AND

30 CARRYING OQUT | TS OVERALL RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR A COWUN TY ACTI ON
20010H0247B3459 - 8 -



1 PROGRAM A COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY SHALL HAVE, SUBJECT TO THE

2 PURPCSES OF THI S ACT, AT LEAST THE FOLLOW NG FUNCTI ONS:

3 (1) PLANNI NG SYSTEMATI CALLY FOR AND EVALUATI NG THE

4 PROGRAMS, | NCLUDI NG ACTI ONS TO DEVELCP | NFORMATI ON AS TO THE
5 PROBLEMS AND CAUSES OF POVERTY IN THE COVMUNI TY; DETERM NI NG
6 HOW MUCH AND HOW EFFECTI VELY ASSI STANCE | S BEI NG PROVI DED TO
7 DEAL W TH THOSE PROBLEMS AND CAUSES; AND ESTABLI SHI NG

8 PRI ORI TI ES AMONG PRQJECTS, ACTIVITIES AND AREAS AS NEEDED FOR
9 THE BEST AND MOST EFFI CI ENT USE OF RESOURCES.

10 (2) ENCOURAGQ NG ACGENCI ES ENGAGED I N ACTI VI TI ES RELATED
11 TO THE COMMUNI TY ACTI ON PROGRAM TO PLAN FOR, SECURE AND

12 ADM NI STER ASSI STANCE AVAI LABLE UNDER THI S ACT OR FROM OTHER
13 SOURCES ON A COMMON OR COOPERATI VE BASI S; PROVI DI NG PLANNI NG
14 OR TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO THOSE AGENCI ES; AND GENERALLY, IN
15 COOPERATI ON W TH COVMUNI TY AGENCI ES AND OFFI CI ALS,

16 UNDERTAKI NG ACTI ONS TO | MPROVE EXI STI NG EFFORTS TO ATTACK

17 POVERTY, SUCH AS | MPROVI NG DAY- TO- DAY COVMUNI CATI ON, CLOSI NG
18 SERVI CE GAPS, FOCUSI NG RESOURCES ON THE MOST NEEDY, PROVI DI NG
19 ADDI TI ONAL OPPCORTUNI TI ES TO LOW | NCOVE | NDI VI DUALS FOR

20 REGULAR EMPLOYMENT AND AFFORDABLE HOUSI NG OR PARTI CI PATI ON I N
21 THE PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES FOR VH CH THOSE COVMUNI TY AGENCI ES
22 AND OFFI CI ALS ARE RESPONSI BLE

23 (3) I NITIATI NG AND SPONSORI NG PRQJECTS RESPONSI VE TO

24 NEEDS OF THE POOR VWH CH ARE NOT OTHERW SE BEI NG MET, W TH

25 PARTI CULAR EMPHASI S ON PROVI DI NG CENTRAL OR COVMON SERVI CES
26 THAT CAN BE DRAWN UPON BY A VARI ETY OF RELATED PROGRAMS;

27 DEVELOPI NG NEW APPROACHES OR NEW TYPES OF SERVI CES THAT CAN
28 BE | NCORPORATED | NTO OTHER PROGRAMS; AND FI LLI NG GAPS PENDI NG
29 THE EXPANSI ON OR MODI FI CATI ON OF THOSE PROGRANMS.

30 (4) ESTABLI SHI NG EFFECTI VE PROCEDURES BY WHI CH THE POOR

20010H0247B3459 - 9 -
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AND AREA RESI DENTS CONCERNED W LL BE ENABLED TO | NFLUENCE THE
CHARACTER OF PROGRAMS AFFECTI NG THEI R | NTERESTS AND PROVI DI NG
TECHNI CAL AND OTHER SUPPORT NEEDED TO ENABLE THE POOR AND
NEI GHBORHOCOD GROUPS TO SECURE ON THEI R OWN BEHALF AVAI LABLE
ASSI STANCE FROM PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SOURCES.
(5 JO N NG WTH AND ENCOURAG NG BUSI NESS, LABOR AND
OTHER PRI VATE GROUPS AND ORGANI ZATI ONS TO UNDERTAKE, TOGETHER
W TH PUBLI C OFFI CI ALS AND ACENCI ES, ACTIVITIES | N SUPPORT OF
THE COVMUNI TY ACTI ON PROGRAM VH CH W LL RESULT I N THE
ADDI TI ONAL USE OF PRI VATE RESOURCES AND CAPABI LI TIES, WTH A
VI EW TO SUCH THI NGS AS DEVELOPI NG NEW EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNI TI ES, STI MULATI NG | NVESTMENT THAT W LL HAVE A
MEASURABLE | MPACT | N REDUCI NG POVERTY AMONG RESI DENTS OF
AREAS OF CONCENTRATED POVERTY AND PROVI DI NG METHODS BY WHI CH
RESI DENTS OF THOSE AREAS CAN WORK W TH PRI VATE GROUPS, FI RMS
AND | NSTI TUTI ONS | N SEEKI NG SCLUTI ONS TO PROBLEMS OF COVMON
CONCERN.
(6) UTILIZING A COVWPREHENSI VE CASE- MANAGEMENT APPROACH
TO THE PROVI SI ON OF SERVI CES PROVI DED TO ELI G BLE LOW | NCOVE
I NDI VI DUALS AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 3.
(© PROH BITION OF ACTIVITIES. --NO COVWUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY
OR LI M TED PURPCSE AGENCY RECEI VI NG FUNDS PURSUANT TO TH S ACT
MAY ENGAGE | N ORGANI ZED PCLI TI CAL ACTI VI TY, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LI M TED TO, ENDORSEMENT OF CANDI DATES FOR PUBLI C OFFI CE,
PCLI TI CAL FUNDRAI SI NG OR PROVI DE SI M LAR ASSI STANCE I N
CONNECTI ON W TH AN ELECTI ON, NOR SHALL FUNDS RECEI VED PURSUANT
TO THI S ACT BE EXPENDED FOR PROVI DI NG TRANSPORTATI ON OF VOTERS
OR PROSPECTI VE VOTERS TO THE POLLS ON A NONPARTI SAN BASI S, FOR
PROVI DI NG ANY NONPARTI SAN VOTER REG STRATI ON ACTIVITY OR
LOBBYlI NG EFFORTS AT THE LOCAL, STATE OR FEDERAL LEVEL.

20010H0247B3459 - 10 -
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2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

SECTI ON 6. FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FOR COVWMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK
GRANT PROGRAM
(A) APPORTI ONMENT OF APPROPRI ATI ONS. --TO HELP MEET THE
DEPARTMENT" S OBJECTI VE OF ESTABLI SHI NG COMMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES
TO PROVI DE SERVI CES TO ALL COUNTI ES WTH N THI S COVMONWEALTH,
THE SUM APPROPRI ATED UNDER THE COVMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT
SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED AS FOLLOWE:

(1) NO GREATER THAN 5% SHALL BE ALLOITED TO THE
DEPARTMENT FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF PROGRAM OPERATI ONS.

(2) NO LESS THAN 5% MAY BE ALLOTTED, AT THE DI SCRETI ON
OF THE SECRETARY, FOR A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES, | NCLUDI NG THE
FUNDI NG OF COVMUNI TY FOCD AND NUTRI TI ON PROGRAMS | N A MANNER
CONSI STENT WTH TH S ACT.

(3) OF THE REMAI NI NG 90% NO GREATER THAN 5% MAY BE
ALLOTED TO ESTABLI SH COMVUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES | N THOSE AREAS
CURRENTLY UNSERVED; NO LESS THAN 85% SHALL BE RESERVED FOR
EXI STI NG COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES AND OTHER ELI G BLE
ENTI TI ES AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 3.

(4) A FORMULA BASIS SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED FOR THE
DI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS RESERVED FOR COMMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES.
THE FORMULA SHALL | NCLUDE CONSI DERATI ON OF THE NUMBER OF
PERSONS BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL AND THE NUMBER OF PERSONS
UNEMPLOYED, AS DETERM NED ANNUALLY BY THE UNI TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, AND SHALL | NCLUDE A M NI MJM FUNDI NG
LEVEL OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FOR EXI STI NG
COMMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES MEETI NG THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE
OWNI BUS BUDCGET RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981 (PUBLIC LAW 97- 35,
95 STAT. 357) AND A STATEW DE M GRANT AND SEASONAL
FARMAORKERS' ORGANI ZATI ON APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY.

(5 A M N MJUM FUNDI NG LEVEL OF ONLY COMMUNI TY SERVI CE

20010H0247B3459 - 11 -
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BLOCK GRANT FUNDS SHALL BE SET AT $150, 000.
(6) AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE FORMULA UNDER THI S SECTI ON,
THE DETERM NATI ON OF ANNUAL FUNDI NG LEVELS SHALL BE MADE BY
THE SECRETARY BASED ON | NPUT FROM THE LOCAL AGENCI ES AND THE
COMMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT ADVI SORY TASK FORCE.
(A-1) REDUCTI ON OR TERM NATI ON OF FUNDI NG. - -
(1) ANY COMWUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY OR M GRANT AND SEASONAL
FARMAORKER ORGANI ZATI ON WHI CH RECEI VED FUNDI NG | N THE
PREVI QUS FI SCAL YEAR UNDER THI S ACT W LL NOT HAVE | TS PRESENT
OR FUTURE FUNDI NG TERM NATED UNDER THI S ACT OR REDUCED BELOW
THE PROPORTI ONAL SHARE OF FUNDI NG I T RECElI VED | N THE PREVI OQUS
FI SCAL YEAR UNLESS, AFTER NOTI CE AND OPPORTUNI TY FOR HEARI NG
ON THE RECORD, THE COVMONWEALTH DETERM NES THAT CAUSE EXI STED
FOR SUCH TERM NATI ON OR SUCH REDUCTI ON, SUBJECT HOWNEVER TO
REVI EW UNDER SECTI ON 676A OF THE OVNI BUS BUDGET
RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981 (PUBLIC LAW97-35, 95 STAT. 357).
(2) FOR PURPCSES OF MAKI NG A DETERM NATI ON W TH RESPECT
TO A FUNDI NG REDUCTI ON, THE TERM " CAUSE" | NCLUDES:
(1) A STATEW DE REDI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS UNDER THI S
ACT TO RESPOND TO
(A) THE RESULTS OF THE MOST RECENTLY AVAI LABLE
CENSUS OR OTHER APPROPRI ATE DATA;
(B) THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A NEW ELI G BLE ENTI TY;
(© SEVERE ECONOM C DI SLOCATI ON; AND
(1) THE FAILURE OF AN ELI @ BLE ENTITY TO COVPLY
WTH THE TERMS OF | TS AGREEMENT TO PROVI DE SERVI CES UNDER
TH' S ACT.
(B) CGRANT PREREQUI SI TE. - - THE SECRETARY SHALL REQUIRE, AS A

29 CONDI TI ON OF ASSI STANCE, THAT EACH COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY OR

30 OTHER ELI G BLE AGENCY DESI GNATED FOR FUNDI NG ADOPT A SYSTENATI C
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APPROACH FOR ACHI EVI NG THE FUNCTI ONS STATED | N SECTI ON 5(B) AND
FOR UTI LI ZI NG THE FUNDS PROVI DED UNDER THI S ACT. SUCH AN
APPROACH SHALL ENCOWPASS A PLANNI NG AND | MPLEMENTATI ON PROCESS
VWH CH SEEKS TO | DENTI FY THE PROBLEMS AND CAUSES OF POVERTY I N
THE COVMUNI TY, SEEKS TO MOBI LI ZE AND COORDI NATE RELEVANT PUBLI C
AND PRI VATE RESOURCES, ESTABLI SHES PROGRAM PRI ORI TI ES, LI NKS
PROGRAM COMPONENTS W TH ONE ANOTHER AND W TH OTHER RELEVANT
PROGRAMS AND PROVI DES FOR EVALUATI ON.

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

(© PROGRAM PRI ORI TI ES. - - THE SECRETARY MAY ESTABLI SH

=Y
o

STATEWDE PRI ORI TI ES FOR THE OFFERI NG OF SPECI FI C SERVI CES OR

=
=

TYPE OF SERVI CES. | N ESTABLI SH NG THESE PRI ORI TI ES, THE

=
N

SECRETARY SHALL CONSI DER THE RECOMVENDATI ONS OF THE COVMUNI TY

=
w

SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT ADVI SCRY TASK FORCE.

H
o

(D) DETERM NATI ON OF LOCAL SERVI CES. - - TO PROMOTE LOCAL

=Y
(63}

RESPONSI BI LI TY AND | NI TI ATI VES, DECI SI ONS REGARDI NG VHI CH OF THE

=Y
(e}

QUALI FI ED SERVI CES SHALL BE PROVI DED SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED

=
\l

THROUGH A LOCAL PLANNI NG PROCESS ADM NI STERED BY THE LOCAL

=Y
oo

AGENCY. THE PLAN SHOULD BE BASED ON THE RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE

=
O

LOCAL BOARD OF DI RECTORS AND THE PUBLI C AT LARGE AND THE

N
o

STATEW DE PRI ORI TI ES ESTABLI SHED BY THE SECRETARY. EACH LOCAL

N
=

AGENCY SHALL SUBM T | TS PLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR REVI EW TO

N
N

ENSURE ELI G BI LI TY OF PROPOSED SERVI CES UNDER THE PROVI SI ON OF

N
w

FEDERAL LAW AND REGULATI ONS AND CONSI STENCY, TO THE EXTENT

N
~

PCSSI BLE, W TH THE STATEW DE PRI ORI Tl ES.

N
(63}

SECTION 7. MONI TORI NG OF COVWMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY.

N
(e}

(A) MONI TORI NG PROCEDURES. --1T SHALL BE THE PCLI CY OF THE

N
~

DEPARTMENT TO MONI TOR THE COMMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCI ES TO ASSURE

N
oo

COWPLI ANCE W TH ALL CONTRACTUAL OBLI GATI ONS AND TO ASSESS THE

N
(o]

EFFECTI VENESS OF LOCAL AGENCI ES | N MEETI NG THE OBJECTI VES OF
30 THIS ACT AS QUTLINED I'N SECTION 2 AND TO ASSESS THE | MPACT OF
20010H0247B3459 - 13 -
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30

STATEW DE PRI ORI TI ES ON LOCAL SERVI CES. MONI TORI NG PROCEDURES
SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED ANNUALLY BY THE DEPARTMENT AND PUBLI SHED AS
PART OF THE STATE PLAN.

(B) ONSITE VISITS.--1F DETERM NED TO BE NECESSARY BY THE
DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT NMAY CONDUCT AN AGENCY ONSI TE VI SIT.
THE DEPARTMENT MAY CONDUCT AN ONSI TE VISIT TO CLARI FY
DI SCREPANCI ES THAT MAY RESULT FROM MONI TORI NG PROCEDURES, REVI EW
AGENCY RECORDS REGARDI NG PROGRAMS FUNDED PURSUANT TO THI S ACT,

I NTERVI EW AGENCY PERSONNEL AND BOARD MEMBERS AND | NTERVI EW
AGENCY CONSTI TUENTS AND OTHER LOCAL HUVAN SERVI CES AGENCI ES.

(© PREPARATI ON OF REPORT. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PREPARE A
REPORT, USI NG THE FI NDI NGS OF THE MONI TORI NG PROCEDURES AND
ONSI TE VISITS, | F CONDUCTED, WHI CH | DENTI FI ES AGENCY STRENGTHS
AND WEAKNESSES AND ANY REQUI RED REMEDI AL ACTI ONS. A COPY OF THE
REPORT SHALL BE FORWARDED BY MAIL TO THE COMVUNI TY ACTI ON
AGENCY. THE AGENCY MAY REQUEST A CONFERENCE W TH THE DEPARTMENT
TO DI SCUSS THE REPOCRT.

SECTI ON 8. FI SCAL CONTRCL AND FUND ACCOUNTI NG

UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE OVWNI BUS BUDGET RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT

OF 1981 (PUBLIC LAW97-35, 95 STAT. 357), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL:
(1) PROVIDE THAT FI SCAL CONTRCL AND FUND ACCOUNTI NG

PROCEDURES BE ESTABLI SHED AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO ASSURE THE

PROPER DI SBURSEMENT OF AND ACCOUNTI NG FOR FEDERAL FUNDS PAI D

TO THE COMVONVWEALTH. THI' S | NCLUDES PROCEDURES VH CH MAY BE

NECESSARY FOR MONI TORI NG THE ASSI STANCE PROVI DED TO COMMUNI TY

ACTI ON AGENCI ES AND OTHER ELI G BLE AGENCI ES UNDER THE

PROVI SI ONS OF THAT ACT.

(2) PROVIDE THAT AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR THE DEPARTMENT

SHALL PREPARE AN AUDI T OF | TS EXPENDI TURES OF AMOUNTS

RECEI VED AND TRANSFERRED TO CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES OF THI S

20010H0247B3459 - 14 -
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SECTION. | F THE AUDI TI NG AND MONI TORI NG PROCEDURES RESULT I N
ANY AUDI T EXCEPTI ONS OR DI SALLONED COSTS ON THE PART OF ANY
LOCAL AGENCY, THE LOCAL ACGENCY SHALL REI MBURSE THE DEPARTMENT
FOR SAI D AUDI T EXCEPTI ONS AND DI SALLOWNED COSTS FROM NON- STATE
AND NON- FEDERAL FUNDS.

(3) PERM T AND COOPERATE W TH FEDERAL | NVESTI GATI ONS
UNDERTAKEN PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 679 OF THE OVNI BUS BUDGET
RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 1981.

SECTION 9. REMEDI ES.

(A) NOTI CE OF DI SCREPANCY OR VI OLATI ON. --1F A DI SCREPANCY OR
VI OLATION OF TH S ACT |'S DI SCOVERED THROUGH MONI TORI NG AND
AUDI TI NG ACTI VI TI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
NOTI FY THE COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY OF THE DI SCREPANCY OR
VI OLATI ON | MMEDI ATELY BY CERTI FI ED NMAI L.

(B) AGENCY RESPONSE. - - THE AGENCY SHALL RESPOND TO THE
DEPARTMENT" S NOTI CE OF DI SCREPANCY OR VI OLATI ON W THI N TWO WEEKS
OF RECEI PT OF SAID NOTI CE BY WRI TTEN CORRESPONDENCE TO, OR BY
REQUESTI NG A MEETI NG W TH, THE DEPARTMENT TO NEGOTI ATE OR
CLARI FY FACTS.

(© AGENCY NONCOWPLI ANCE. --1F THE COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY | S
FOUND TO HAVE BEEN | N NONCOWVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S
ACT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE THE POAER TO DO ANY OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(1) REQUI RE APPROPRI ATE CORRECTI VE MEASURES AND PROVI DE
TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO ASSI ST | N | MPLEMENTI NG THEM

(2) PLACE THE COMMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY ON PROBATI ON UNTI L
THE AGENCY COVPLIES WTH THI S ACT.

(D) AGENCY VI OLATI ON. - - NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBSECTION (B), IF
THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES THAT A VI OLATI ON HAS OCCURRED W TH
W LLFUL DI SREGARD FOR THI S ACT, THE DEPARTMENT NMAY DO ANY OF THE
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FOLLOW NG

(1) SUSPEND THE COVMUNI TY SERVI CE BLOCK GRANT CONTRACT
FOR A DESI GNATED PERI CD OF TI ME. THE AGENCY MJUST THEN RECTI FY
THE VI OLATI ON AND REESTABLI SH | TSELF AS COMPETENT AS
DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO CARRY OUT THOSE
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES ENUMERATED IN THI S STATUTE FOR A COVMWUNI TY
ACTI ON AGENCY.

(2) CLOSE QUT THE COVMUNI TY SERVI CE BLOCK GRANT CONTRACT
THROUGH THE PROCESS OF DEFUNDI NG, | N ACCORDANCE W TH FEDERAL
LAW AND REGULATI ONS. | F CLOSEQUT | S APPROVED BY THE
SECRETARY, A M NI MJM OF 30 DAYS' NOTICE SHALL BE G VEN TO THE
AGENCY. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL OVERSEE AGENCY EQUI PMENT
I NVENTORY TRANSFER TO OTHER AGENCI ES.

(E) RIGAT OF APPEAL. --THE COVMUNI TY ACTI ON AGENCY SHALL, AT
ALL TI MES, RETAIN THE RI GHT TO APPEAL ANY DEPARTMENTAL
ADJUDI CATI ONS CONCERNI NG THI S PROGRAM AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY
LAW
SECTI ON 10. WAl VERS

I F A DETERM NATI ON | S MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUVAN SERVI CES THAT ANY PROVI SIONS OF THI' S ACT ARE | N VI CLATI ON
OF FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATI ONS AND WOULD JEOPARDI ZE FEDERAL
FUNDI NG THE SECRETARY, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, MNAY
SUSPEND THOSE SECTI ONS, OR PORTI ONS THEREOF, WHOSE ENFORCEMENT
CONSTI TUTES SAI D VI OLATI ONS.
SECTI ON 11. CONSTRUCTI ON

TH' 'S ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS A CONTI NUATI ON OF THE ACT OF
JULY 10, 1986 (P.L.1263, NO 116), KNOAN AS THE COVMUNI TY
SERVI CES ACT.
SECTI ON 12. RETROACTI VI TY.

TH' S ACT SHALL BE RETROACTI VE TO JANUARY 1, 2002.
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1 SECTION 13. EXPI RATI ON.

2 TH' S ACT SHALL EXPI RE DECEMBER 31, 2006.

3 SECTION 14. EFFECTI VE DATE

4 TH' 'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECTI VE | MVEDI ATELY.
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