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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 136 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, BUXTON, DeWEESE, LAUGHLI N, CORRI GAN,
GORDNER, HENNESSEY, YOUNGBLOOD, CAPPELLI, GRUCELA, THOVAS,
READSHAW BELFANTI, DALEY, STABACK, MANDERI NO, YUDI CHAK
PRESTON, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, MANN, FRANKEL, FI CHTER
RAYMOND, DeLUCA, E. Z. TAYLOR, HERMAN, SOLOBAY, CURRY, TULLI
WANSACZ, SATHER, KENNEY, CI VERA, WASHI NGTQN, BARD, HARHART,
C. WLLIAMS, STURLA, ADOLPH, PI STELLA, L. |I. COHEN
SCRI MENTI, M CHLOVI C, WOINAROSKI AND KAI SER, JANUARY 23, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JANUARY 23, 2001
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Pennsyl vania Donestic Violence Hotline; and
providing for the powers and duties of the Departnent of

Public Welfare.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Donestic Viol ence Hotline Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Crisis intervention." Assistance to individuals relating to

the identification of donmestic violence problens and possible

solutions, including, but not limted to, the making of plans



1 for the safety of victins of domestic violence in cases of

2 energency.

3 "Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the

4 Comonweal t h.

5 "Hotline." A twenty-four hour, seven-day per week toll-free
6 tel ephone line.

7 “Information resources.” Information relating to donestic

8 violence, child abuse, sexual assault, intervention prograns for
9 individuals who commit domestic violence and rel ated issues

10 through the crimnal justice system

11 "Referral." The distribution to a victimof donestic

12 violence of the nanes, addresses and tel ephone nunbers of |ocal
13 shelters, donestic violence prograns, social service agencies,
14 legal progranms for victins of domestic violence and ot her groups
15 and organi zations that deal with donestic violence in this

16 Commonweal t h.

17 Section 3. Pennsylvania Donestic Violence Hotline.

18 (a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish a

19 Statew de hotline, to be known as the Pennsyl vani a Donestic
20 Violence Hotline, which hotline shall be operated by response
21 counselors. The response counsel ors shall be domestic viol ence
22 counselors who satisfy qualifications, including, but not
23 limted to, skills in crisis managenent and probl em
24 identification as set forth by departnment regulation.
25 (b) Confidentiality.--
26 (1) Each tel ephone call to the Pennsyl vani a Donestic
27 Vi ol ence Hotline shall be confidential. Only response
28 counsel ors and appropriate enpl oyees of the departnent may
29 have access to the tel ephone call information.
30 (2) Unless requested to do so by an individual who
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pl aces a tel ephone call to the Pennsylvania Donmestic Viol ence
Hotline, the departnment nmay not meke a record of the
i ndi vidual's name or other neans of identifying the
i ndi vi dual .
Section 4. Regul ations.
The departnent shall pronulgate the rules and regul ations
necessary to admnister this act.

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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