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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 127 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CONTI, THOWPSON, WAGNER, HELFRI CK, HOLL
SALVATORE, COSTA, DENT, BELL, GERLACH, MOWERY, TOVLI NSON,
VENGER, BRI GHTBI LL, LEMMOND AND BOSCOLA, JANUARY 26, 2000

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, JANUARY 26, 2000
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to study and
make reconmendati ons concerning the issue of highway safety
and driver distractions, including comunications technol ogy,
el ectronic entertai nment and ot her nont echnol ogi cal

di stractions.

WHEREAS, There are nmany opportunities for driver distractions
whil e operating a nmotor vehicle, including, but not limted to,
comuni cati ons technol ogy, electronic entertai nnent, fatigue,
readi ng, food and beverage consunption and passengers, including
children and pets; and

WHEREAS, Persons who use Pennsyl vani a hi ghways pay, through
registration fees or the liquid fuels tax, for highway
mai nt enance and construction; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has a responsibility to the
t axpayers to ensure that the public roads and hi ghways are as
safe as possible by enacting enforceable traffic safety | aws;
therefore be it

RESOLVED (t he House of Representatives concurring), That the

Senate direct the Joint State Governnment Conm SSion
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(1) To study and devel op recomendati ons concerning the
i ssue of highway safety and driver distractions, including
comuni cati ons technol ogy and el ectronic entertai nnent such
as wirel ess tel ephones, pagers, facsimle nmachi nes, |ocator
devi ces, AM FM radi os, conpact disc players, audio cassette
pl ayers, citizens band radi os and di spatch radi os, and al
ot her forms of nontechnol ogi cal distractions.
(2) To review and anal yze studies and statistics
relating to all types of driver distractions which affect
hi ghway and traffic safety.
(3) To inquire into innovative comruni cations
t echnol ogi es being used or proposed to be used in notor
vehicles that may help alleviate risks to highway and traffic
safety.
(4) To devel op reconmendations for public and private
strategi es and recommendations for |egislative or regulatory
action if deemed appropriate to address these issues;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Transportation and the
Pennsyl vania State Police assist the Joint State Governnent
Commi ssion in supplying and gathering statistics relating to al
types of driver distractions which affect highway and traffic
safety in this Comonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Covernnment Conmi ssion make an
interimreport on its findings and recommendations to the
CGeneral Assenbly on July 1, 2000, and a final report on Decenber
1, 2000.
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