HOUSE AVENDED
PRINTER S NOS. 553, 1941 PRINTER S NO. 2013

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 497 5

I NTRODUCED BY THOMPSON, MARCH 9, 1999

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 6, 2000
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PROVI DI NG FOR A HOTEL ROOM RENTAL TAX | N CERTAIN TH RD CLASS <—
COUNTI ES.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE. <—

TH' S ACT SHALL BE KNOMWN AND MAY BE ClI TED AS THE HOTEL ROOM
RENTAL TAX ACT.

SECTI ON 2. DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"COUNTY. " ANY COUNTY WHI CH | S, ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S
ACT, A COUNTY OF THE THI RD CLASS HAVI NG A POPULATI ON UNDER THE
1990 FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS | N EXCESS OF 290, 000 RESI DENTS BUT
LESS THAN 295, 000 RESI DENTS, OR A COUNTY OF THE THI RD CLASS
HAVI NG A POPULATI ON UNDER THE 1990 FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS | N
EXCESS OF 245, 000 RESI DENTS BUT LESS THAN 250, 000 RESI DENTS.

" CONSI DERATI ON. " RECEI PTS, FEES, CHARGES, RENTALS, LEASES,
CASH, CREDI TS, PROPERTY OF ANY KIND OR NATURE OR OTHER PAYMENT
RECEI VED BY OPERATORS | N EXCHANGE FOR OR | N CONSI DERATI ON OF THE
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USE OR OCCUPANCY BY A TRANSI ENT OF A ROOM OR ROOMS | N A HOTEL

FOR A TEMPCORARY PERI OD.

"HOTEL." A HOTEL, MOTEL, I NN, GUEST HOUSE OR OTHER STRUCTURE <—
VWH CH HOLDS | TSELF OUT BY ANY MEANS, | NCLUDI NG ADVERTI SI NG,
LI CENSE, REGQ STRATI ON W TH AN | NNKEEPERS' GROUP, CONVENTI ON
LI STI NG ASSOCI ATI ON, TRAVEL PUBLI CATI ON OR SI M LAR ASSOCI ATI ON
OR WTH A GOVERNMENT AGENCY, AS BEI NG AVAI LABLE TO PROVI DE
OVERNI GHT LODGE NG FOR CONSI DERATI ON TO PERSONS SEEKI NG TEMPORARY
ACCOVMODATI ON;  ANY PLACE VWH CH ADVERTI SES TO THE PUBLI C AT LARGE
OR ANY SEGVENT THEREOF THAT | T W LL PROVI DE BEDS, SAN TARY
FACI LI TIES OR OTHER SPACE FOR A TEMPORARY PERI GD TO MEMBERS OF
THE PUBLI C AT LARGE; OR ANY PLACE RECOGNI ZED AS A HOSTELRY. THE
TERM DOES NOT | NCLUDE ANY PORTION OF A FACILITY THAT | S DEVOTED
TO PERSONS WHO HAVE AN ESTABLI SHED PERMANENT RESI DENCE OR A
COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY STUDENT RESI DENCE HALL OR ANY PRI VATE
CAMPCGROUND, OR ANY CABI NS, PUBLI C CAVPGROUNDS OR OTHER
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FACI LI TI ES LOCATED ON STATE LAND.

"JO NT PLANNI NG COMWM SSIONS. " A COW SSI ON ESTABLI SHED BY
ORDI NANCE OR MEMBERSHI P OF TWO OR MORE MUNI CI PALI TI ES TO
ENCOURAGE PLANNI NG FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND TO COORDI NATE
PLANNI NG W TH NEI GHBORI NG MUNI CI PALI TI ES, COUNTI ES AND OTHER
GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES, | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLE XI OF THE ACT OF
JULY 31, 1968 (P.L.805, NO 247), KNOMWN AS THE PENNSYLVAN A
MUNI CI PALI TI ES PLANNI NG CCDE.

"OPERATOR. " ANY | NDI VI DUAL, PARTNERSHI P, NONPROFI T OR
PROFI T- MAKI NG ASSOCI ATI ON OR CORPORATI ON OR OTHER PERSON OR
GROUP OF PERSONS WHO MAI NTAI'N, OPERATE, MANAGE, OMN, HAVE
CUSTODY OF OR OTHERW SE POSSESS THE RI GHT TO RENT OR LEASE
OVERNI GHT ACCOVMODATI ONS IN A BUI LDI NG TO THE PUBLI C FOR
CONS| DERATI ON.

"PATRON. " ANY PERSON VWHO PAYS THE CONSI DERATI ON FOR THE
OCCUPANCY OF A ROOM OR ROOMS | N A HOTEL.

"PERVANENT RESI DENT. "  ANY PERSON WHO HAS OCCUPI ED OR HAS THE
RI GHAT TO OCCUPY A ROOM OCR ROOMS | N A HOTEL AS A PATRON OR
OTHERW SE FOR A PERI GD EXCEEDI NG 30 CONSECUTI VE DAYS.

"ROOM " A SPACE IN A BU LDI NG SET ASI DE FOR USE AND
OCCUPANCY BY PATRONS, OR OTHERW SE, FOR CONSI DERATI ON, HAVI NG AT
LEAST ONE BED OR OTHER SLEEPI NG ACCOVMODATI ONS PROVI DED.

"TEMPORARY RESI DENT. " ANY PERSON WHO HAS OCCUPI ED OR HAS THE
RI GHAT TO OCCUPY A ROOM OCR ROOMS I N A HOTEL AS A PATRON OR
OTHERW SE FOR A PERI GD OF TI ME NOT EXCEEDI NG 30 CONSECUTI VE
DAYS.

"TRANSACTI ON. " THE ACTIVITY | NVOLVI NG THE OBTAI NI NG BY A
TRANSI ENT OR PATRON OF THE USE OR OCCUPANCY OF A HOTEL ROOM FROM
VWH CH CONSI DERATI ON EMANATES TO THE OPERATOR UNDER AN EXPRESSED
OR | MPLI ED CONTRACT.
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"TRANSI ENT. " ANY PERSON WHO OBTAI NS AN ACCOMMODATI ON | N ANY
HOTEL FOR H MSELF BY MEANS OF REG STERI NG AT THE FACI LI TY FOR
THE TEMPORARY OCCUPANCY OF A ROOM FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF THAT
I NDI VI DUAL BY PAYI NG TO THE OPERATOR OF THE FACILITY A FEE IN
CONS| DERATI ON THEREFOR.

SECTION 3. TAX

(A) 1 MPCSITION OF TAX. --A COUNTY MAY, BY ORDI NANCE, | MPOSE A
TAX WH CH SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE HOTEL ROOM RENTAL TAX ON THE
CONS| DERATI ON RECEI VED BY EACH OPERATOR OF A HOTEL WTHI N THE
COUNTY FROM EACH TRANSACTI ON OF RENTI NG A ROOM OR ROOMS TO
ACCOVMODATE TEMPORARY RESI DENTS. THE TAX SHALL BE COLLECTED BY
THE OPERATOR FROM THE PATRON OF THE ROOM AND PAI D OVER TO THE
COUNTY WHERE THE HOTEL IS LOCATED AS PROVI DED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON.

(B) RATE.--THE TAX | MPOSED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A) SHALL BE
EQUAL TO 3. 5% OF THE CONSI DERATI ON RECEI VED FROM EACH
TRANSACTI ON OF RENTI NG A ROOM OR ROOMS TO ACCOVWMODATE TEMPORARY
NOT PERVANENT RESI DENTS.

(© COLLECTI ON AND PAYMENT. - - THE TAX SHALL BE COLLECTED BY
THE OPERATOR FROM THE PATRON AND PAI D OVER TO THE COUNTY WHERE
THE HOTEL IS LOCATED. THE COUNTY EXECUTI VE OF EACH COUNTY | S
HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO ESTABLI SH RULES AND REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG
THE COLLECTI ON OF THE TAX VWH CH CCOLLECTI ON SHALL NOT OCCUR MORE
OFTEN THAN MONTHLY AND NOT LESS THAN QUARTERLY.

(D) DI STRI BUTI ON. - - MONEY RECEI VED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (C) AND
| NTEREST ACCRUED SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED BY THE FI SCAL OFFI CER OF
EACH COUNTY AS FOLLOWE:

(1) EACH COUNTY SHALL W THI N TEN DAYS OF RECEI PT

TRANSM T 78. 5% OF THE MONEY CCLLECTED I N THAT COUNTY TO THE

REG ONAL TOURI ST PROMOTI ON AGENCY, WHI CH SERVES MORE THAN ONE
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COUNTY AND VWHI CH | S DESI GNATED BY THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF THE
COUNTY TO BE ELI G BLE FOR GRANTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF
APRIL 28, 1961 (P.L.111, NO 50), KNOW AS THE TOURI ST
PROMOTI ON LAW

(2) EACH COUNTY SHALL RETAIN 21.5% OF THE MONEY
COLLECTED I N THAT COUNTY FOR THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF
TOURI SM FACI LI TI ES AND FOR COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT | NI Tl ATI VES,
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SECTI ON 4. EFFECTI VE DATE.
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TH' S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MMEDI ATELY.
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