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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 558 %

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, CALTAG RONE, CAPPABI ANCA, SOLOBAY
MeNAUGHTON, TRUE, THOVAS, WLT, ARGALL, PHI LLIPS, STABACK
CORRI GAN, TRICH, MCALL, MELIO S. M LLER, WOINARGCSKI,
E. Z. TAYLOR WLLIAVM5, READSHAW COLAFELLA, PESCI, FRANKEL
HARHART, DERMODY, ADOLPH, HARHAI, VAN HORNE, M COHEN, HORSEY
AND GRUCELA, AUGUST 30, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, AUGUST 30, 2000
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A RESOLUTI ON
Creating a House select committee to study the necessity and
feasibility of requirenments for juvenile athletic nonschool
groups to provide crimnal background checks.

WHEREAS, Reports of adult sexual m sconduct toward chil dren
or youth have occurred during several recent nonschool athletic
conpetitions involving juvenile participants; and

WHEREAS, The conduct of prograns, events and activities for
juvenil e sports participants outside of the school system has
proliferated; and

WHEREAS, Parents and guardi ans entrust their children to the
supervi si on, managenent and control of the prograns' sponsors,
operators, coaches, trainers, staff, managers and their
assistants; and

WHEREAS, The opportunity exists for adults serving in a

supervi sory, managenent or controlling capacity of such a

program event or activity to harm endanger, abuse or exploit
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the juvenile participants of the programor activity; and
WHEREAS, A standard of care for student welfare and safety
has al ready been applied to school personnel under section 111
of the Public School Code of 1949, which requires crim nal
background checks for certain offenses of any prospective
enpl oyee who will come into contact with a child; and
WHEREAS, This standard mght be simlarly applied to adults
who of fer nonschool juvenile athletic prograns, events or
activities to the public within this Commobnweal th; and
WHEREAS, Crim nal background checks of adults operating,
managi ng or supervi sing nonschool juvenile athletic prograns,
events or activities may be properly perfornmed by the
Pennsyl vania State Police or, in the case of out-of-State
residents, the Federal Bureau of Investigation; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That a select conmttee be created to nmake a study
of random nonschool organi zations or groups whi ch conduct a
juvenile sports event, activity or programwi thin this
Commonweal th for the purposes of determ ning:

(1) The nunber of juvenile participants.

(2) The nunber of adult supervisors, managers, coaches,
trainers or their assistants who cone into any contact with
juvenile participants at an event.

(3) Alist of the events and their duration conducted
t hroughout the cal endar year.

(4) Any formal, witten policy of the operators of an
event, activity or programto evaluate current or prospective
enpl oyees' background for crimnal behavior.

(5) The formal, witten policy to be followed by the
operators of an event, activity or program whenever a

conplaint of mstreatnent, injury or abuse is nmade by a
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juvenil e participant or parent or guardian;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select conmttee be conposed of seven
menbers, four of whom shall be nenbers of the mpjority party
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and
three of whom shall be nenbers of the mnority party appointed
by the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives, from
anong the nenbers of the House of Representatives; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the ordinary and reasonabl e expenses incurred
by the select conmmittee be paid fromaccounts under the control
of the Chief Cerk; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select commttee conduct its study and
make a report to the House of Representatives, including its
findings and any reconmendati ons for |egislative or regulatory

action, not |ater than Novenmber 30, 2000.
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