PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2991 PRINTER S NO. 3210

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 374 5%

| NTRODUCED BY DeWEESE, CGECRGE, DALEY, CEI ST, HESS, BEBKO- JONES,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPABI ANCA, CASORI O, HALUSKA, MELI O PETRARCA,
READSHAW STABACK, TANGRETTI, TRAVAG.I O, YOUNGBLOCD, PESCI,
G Gl OrTl, PETRONE, LAUGHLIN, M COHEN, SOLOBAY, BELFANTI
BELARDI, HORSEY, WOINARCSKI, JOSEPHS, COSTA, HARHAI,
LEVDANSKY, LUCYK, SHANER, Tl GUE, TRELLO, WOGAN, FRANKEL,
EACHUS, BUNT, MANDERI NO AND YUDI CHAK, FEBRUARY 15, 2000

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMVENTAL AFFAI RS, HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 20, 2000
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the President and the Congress of the United States to
work together to reformthe financial structure of the Coal
Act to ensure that retired coal mners continue to receive
the health care benefits they were prom sed and rightly
deserve.
WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is a coal - produci ng and coal - consum ng
state that has benefited trenendously fromthe hard, dangerous
work of retired coal mners; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Governnent entered into a contract
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with coal mners in 1946 that created the United M ne Wrkers of

Anerica Health and Retirement Funds; and

WHEREAS, This contract was signed in the Wite House in a

cerenony with President Harry Truman; and

WHEREAS, A Federal comm ssion established by Secretary of

Labor Elizabeth Dol e concluded in 1990:

"Retired coal miners have |legitinmte expectations of
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health care benefits for life; that was the prom se they
received during their working lives and that is how they
pl anned their retirenent years. That comm tnent shoul d be
honor ed";
and
WHEREAS, This prom se becane |law in 1992 when t he Congress of
the United States passed and President George Bush signed the
Coal Industry Retiree Health Benefit Act (the Coal Act); and
WHEREAS, The Coal Act reiterated the promse of lifetine
health benefits for retired coal mners and their dependents;
and
WHEREAS, Congress intended the Coal Act to:
"(1) renedy problems with the provision and fundi ng of
health care benefits with respect to the beneficiaries of
mul ti enpl oyer benefit plans that provide health care benefits
to retirees in the coal industry;
(2) allow for sufficient operating assets for such
pl ans; and
(3) provide for the continuation of a privately financed
sel f-sufficient programfor the delivery of health care
benefits to the beneficiaries of such plans”;
and
VWHEREAS, Certain court decisions have eroded the financial
structure Congress put in place under the Coal Act; and
WHEREAS, These court deci sions have placed the continued
provi sion of health benefits to retired coal mners in jeopardy;
therefore—be+t AND
VWHEREAS, THE PRESI DENT HAS | NCLUDED I N H S PROPCSED BUDGET
$346 M LLI ON | N GENERAL FEDERAL FUNDS OVER TEN YEARS TO PROTECT
THE LONG TERM | NTEGRI TY OF THE COVBI NED BENEFI T FUND FOR RETI RED
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M NERS AND THElI R DEPENDENTS; THEREFORE BE | T
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a urge the President and the Congress

of the United States to work together to ENACT LEG SLATION TO <—
reformthe financial structureof the CoalActtoensurethat <—
retired—coal—mners—continue—to+recervethehealth-—carebenefits
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STRUCTURE OF THE CQOAL ACT BY PROVI DI NG FOR AN ANNUAL TRANSFER OF <—
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GENERAL FEDERAL FUNDS TO THE COMBI NED BENEFI T FUND ADDRESSI NG
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THE SHORTFALL CREATED BY THE ABOVE- MENTI ONED COURT CASES; AND BE
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I T FURTHER
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RESCLVED, THAT, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE CONTRACT OF 1946, THE
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HEALTH CARE BENEFI TS PROM SED TO RETI RED COAL M NERS BE
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CONTI NUED, PRESERVED AND ENSURED; AND BE | T FURTHER

=Y
(63}

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to the
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President of the United States and to each nmenber of Congress
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from Pennsyl vani a.
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