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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 289 %%

I NTRODUCED BY SURRA, OCTOBER 25, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, OCTOBER 25, 1999
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A RESOLUTI ON

Amendi ng House Rul e 43.

RESCLVED, That House Rule 43 be amended to read:

RULE 43
St andi ng Commi ttees and Subconmi ttees

The Commttee on Conmittees shall consist of the Speaker and
15 nmenbers of the House, ten of whom shall be nmenbers of the
majority party and five of whom shall be nenbers of the mnority
party, whose duty shall be to recomend to the House the nanes
of menbers who are to serve on the standing commttees of the
House. Except for the Speaker, the Majority and Mnority
Leaders, Whips, Caucus Chairnmen, Caucus Secretaries, Caucus
Adm ni strators, Policy Chairnen and the chairnmen and mnority
chai rmen of standing commttees, each nenber shall be entitled
to serve on not less than two standing conmttees.

The Speaker shall appoint the chairman and vice-chairman of
each standing conmttee when such standing conmittee has no

st andi ng subconm ttees as prescribed herein, except the
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Committee on Appropriations which shall also have a vice-

chai rman appoi nted by the Speaker; when the standing commttee
has standi ng subconm ttees, the Speaker shall appoint a
subcomm ttee chairman for each standi ng subcomm ttee. The
Speaker shall appoint a secretary for each standing conmttee.
The M nority Leader shall appoint the mnority chairmn,
mnority vice-chairman and mnority secretary of each standing
committee and the mnority subcommttee chairman for each

st andi ng subcomm ttee.

Except for nenbers who decline a chairmanship or mnority
chai rmanship in witing or who are barred fromserving as a
chairman or mnority chairman under this rule, the chairmnship
and mnority chairmanshi p of each standing conmittee except the
Appropriations Conmittee shall be Iimted only to the nenbers of
t he applicable caucus with the nost seniority as nmenbers of
their respective caucus. Wienever there are nore caucus nenbers
wi th equal seniority than avail abl e chairmanshi ps or mnority
chai rmanshi ps for that caucus, the selection of a chairman or
mnority chairman from anong such caucus nenbers shall be in the
di scretion of the appointing authority. The appointing authority
may designate the standing conmttee to which he shall appoint a
menber as chairman or mnority chairman wthout regard to
seniority. The Speaker and the Floor Leader, Wi p, Caucus
Chai rman, Caucus Secretary, Caucus Adm nistrator and Policy
Chai rman of the mpjority party and mnority party shall not be
eligible to serve as chairman or mnority chai rman of any
standi ng comm ttee and no nenber may serve as chairman or
mnority chairman of nore than one standing commttee.

Any chairmanship or mnority chairmanship held by a nenber

who fails to neet the requirenments of this rule shall becone
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vacant by automatic operation of this rule. If the appointing
authority fails to make an appoi ntnent of a chairman or mnority
chai rman prior to the organi zational neeting of a standing
commttee or fails to fill a vacancy within seven cal endar days
after it occurs, such position shall be deened to remain vacant
in violation of this rule. Wenever a chairmanship or mnority
chai rmanshi p beconmes vacant or remai ns vacant in violation of
this rule, the nmenber of the applicable caucus who neets the
requirenents of this rule shall automatically fill the vacancy
and, if there are two or nore such eligible caucus nenbers for
any such vacancy or vacancies, they shall be filled from anong
such eligible menbers through a lottery to be conducted under

t he supervision of the Chief Clerk after giving notice of the
time and place thereof to all eligible nenbers, to the Speaker,
to the Majority Leader and to the Mnority Leader.

Not hing in this rule shall prohibit the appointing authority
fromtransferring a menber fromthe chairmanship or mnority
chai rmanshi p of a standing conmttee to the chairmanship or
m nority chairmanshi p of another standing commttee.

Whenever the appointnment of a chairman or mnority chairman
wi |l cause the applicable caucus to exceed its perm ssible
al l ocation of nenbers on a standing conmttee, the appointing
authority shall nake a tenporary transfer of an eligible
commttee nenber to the standing comm ttee vacated by the nenber
appoi nted as chairman or mnority chairman until a regul ar
committee appoi ntment can be nmade in accordance with the rules
of the House. If the Speaker or Mnority Leader fails to nmake a
tenporary transfer within seven cal endar days after such
appoi ntnment, the commttee nenber with the | east seniority, who

is eligible for transfer, shall be automatically transferred to
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the commttee vacated by the newy appoi nted chairman or
mnority chairman and, if nore than one conmittee nmenber is
eligible for such transfer, the transfer shall be inplenented
through a lottery conducted under the supervision of the Chief
C erk.

The Speaker of the House, Floor Leader of the majority party
and the Fl oor Leader of the mnority party shall be ex-officio
menbers of all standing commttees, without the right to vote
and they shall be excluded fromany |imtation as to the nunber
of nmenbers on the commttees or in counting a quorum

Twenty-two standing commttees of the House, each to consi st
of [26] 27 menbers except the Commttee on Appropriations, which
shall consist of [32] 33 nenbers, are hereby created. In
addition, there [is] are hereby created 34 standing
subconmi tt ees.

Al'l standing conmttees shall consist of 15 nenbers of the
majority party and [11] 12 nenbers of the mnority party, except
the Comm ttee on Appropriations which shall consist of 20
menbers of the mpjority party and [12] 13 nenbers of the
mnority party. The quorum for each of the standing comittees
and subcomm ttees shall be no less than the mgjority of said
commttees. The followi ng are the standing conmmttees and
subconmi ttees thereof:

(1) Aging and Youth

(a) Subcommttee on Aging
(b) Subcommttee on Youth
(2) Agriculture and Rural Affairs
(3) Appropriations
(a) Subcommttee on Health and Human Servi ces

(b) Subcomm ttee on Education
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15 (9)
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24 (13)

25 (14)

26 (15)

27

28

29 (16)
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Subconmmi tt ee on

(c)

Capi t al

Budget

Servi ces and Banki ng

Econom ¢ Devel opnent

Public Uilities

Tel econmuni cati ons

Basi ¢ Educati on

Educati on

Human Servi ces

Drugs and Al cohol

Crine and Corrections

Commer ce and Econom ¢ Devel opnent
(a) Subcommttee on Financi al
(b) Subcommttee on Housing
(c) Subcommttee on

Consuner Affairs
(a) Subcommttee on
(b) Subcommttee on

Educati on
(a) Subcommttee on
(b) Subcomm ttee on Hi gher

Envi ronnment al Resources and Ener gy
(a) Subcommttee on M ning

Fi nance

Gane and Fisheries

Heal t h and Human Servi ces
(a) Subcommttee on Health
(b) Subcommttee on
(c) Subcommttee on

| nsur ance

Judi ci ary
(a) Subcommttee on
(b) Subcommttee on Courts

I ntergovernnental Affairs

Labor Rel ations

Li quor Contro
(a) Subcommttee on Licensing
(b) Subcommttee on Marketing

Local Covernnent
(a) Subcommttee on Boroughs
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1 (b) Subcommttee on Counties

2 (c) Subcommttee on Townshi ps

3 (17) Professional Licensure

4 (18) State Governnent

5 (19) Tourism and Recreational Devel opnent

6 (a) Subcommttee on Arts and Entertai nment

7 (b) Subcommttee on Recreation

8 (c) Subcommttee on Travel Pronotion

9 (20) Transportation

10 (a) Subcommttee on Hi ghways

11 (b) Subcommttee on Public Transportation

12 (c) Subcommttee on Transportation Safety

13 (d) Subcommttee on Aviation

14 (e) Subcommttee on Railroads

15 (21) Urban Affairs

16 (a) Subcommttee on Cities, Counties - First C ass
17 (b) Subcommttee on Cities, Counties - Second C ass
18 (c) Subcommttee on Cities, Third C ass

19 (22) Veterans Affairs and Enmergency Preparedness
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