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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 281 5

| NTRODUCED BY KREBS, HANNA, MASLAND, VI TALI, PLATTS, FREENMAN AND
STEELMAN, OCTOBER 19, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, OCTOBER 19, 1999
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A RESOLUTI ON
Amendi ng House Rul es 10, 21, 24, 43, 45 and 77.
RESCLVED, That House Rules 10, 21, 24, 43, 45 and 77 be
amended to read:
RULE 10
Debat e
Wien a nenber desires to address the House, he shall rise and

respectfully address hinself to "M . Speaker." Upon being
recogni zed, he may speak, confining hinself to the question
under consideration and avoi di ng personal reflections. On a vote

to concur in anendnents made by the Senate, the phrase "questi on

under consi deration" shall include the subject matter of the
entire bill and shall not be limted to the Senate anendnents to
the bill

When two or nore nenbers rise at the same tine and ask for
recogni tion, the Speaker shall designate the nenber who is
entitled to the floor.

No nmenber, except the Majority and Mnority Leaders, may
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speak nore than twi ce on any question, w thout the consent of
t he House.

Wth the unani nous consent of the House a nenber may nmake a
statement not exceeding ten mnutes in |ength concerning a
subject or matter not pending before the House for
consi deration, providing the Majority and Mnority Leaders have
agreed on a tine the nenber is to ask for recognition.

RULE 21
Consi deration of Bills

Every bill and every joint resolution shall be considered on
three different days. Al amendnents made thereto shall be
printed for the use of the nenbers before the final vote is
taken thereon, and before the final vote is taken, upon witten
request addressed to the presiding officer by at |east 25% of
the nenbers elected to the House, any bill shall be read at
length. No bill shall become | aw and no joint resolution adopted
unl ess, on its final passage, the vote is taken by yeas and
nays, the names of the persons voting for and against it are
entered on the Journal, and a majority of the nmenbers elected to
the House is recorded thereon as voting inits favor.
(Constitution, Article Il1l, Section 4).

Menbers shall be notified of bills and resol utions schedul ed
to be voted no later than prior to the close of business at 4:30
P.M of the second business day prior to the schedul ed vote on
final passage for legislation that has no | egal deadline. No

bill or resolution shall be schedul ed for vote prior to its

bei ng reported fromconmttee to the House. (The General

Appropriations Act and non-preferred bills are included within
the definition of legislation that has no | egal deadline.) [AlI

anmendnent s] An_anendnent shall be submitted to the Ofice of the
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Chief Clerk by 2:00 P.M of the last |legislative day preceding

[the schedul ed vote] second consideration of the bill to which

t he anmendnent applies. No vote on final passage can occur before

the date of the schedul ed vote.

I f the amendnment cannot be submitted in accordance with the
above paragraph because it is still being prepared by the
Legi sl ati ve Reference Bureau, the nmenber mnust provide the Ofice
of the Chief Cerk with a statenent, by the above-noted 2: 00
P.M deadline, prepared by the nenber containing the factua
content of said amendnent along with certification fromthe
Legi sl ati ve Reference Bureau that the amendnent was subnmitted to
the Legislative Reference Bureau for drafting prior to the

above-noted 2:00 P.M deadline. In addition, a nmenber shall be

entitled to recei pt of certification for an anendnment to an

anendnent, notwi thstanding the fact that the base anendnent

subj ect to the subsequent amendnent request is still being

drafted by the Leqgi sl ati ve Reference Bureau.

Menbers shall be notified no later than one hour prior to the
consideration of all bills on concurrence, unless the
concurrence is the General Appropriations Bill, in which case at
| east 24 hours' notice shall be provided. Additionally, nenbers
shall be notified at |east 24 hours prior to the adoption of al
conference committee reports. \Wien these reports are consi dered
on the first legislative day of the week, said notice shall be
provi ded no later than the close of business on the |ast

busi ness day preceding the vote. Menbers may anend bills on

concurrence only in those i nstances where the bills were anended

by the Conmittee on Rul es.

RULE 24

Third Consi deration and Final Passage Bills
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Bills on third consideration and final passage shall be
considered in their cal endar order.
A bill on third consideration may not be anended except for

techni cal anmendnents to the bill

After a bill is agreed to on third consideration, prior to

voting, the title or a brief analysis of the bill shall be read

and the Speaker shall then state the question as foll ows:
"This bill has been considered on three different days
and agreed to and is now on final passage."
"The question is, shall the bill pass finally?"

"Agreeable to the provision of the Constitution, the yeas

and nays will now be taken."
VWhen nmore than one bill shall be considered at the sanme tine,
prior to voting, the title or a brief analysis of the bill shal

be read and the Speaker shall then state the question as

fol | ows:
"These bills have been considered on three different days
and agreed to and are now on final passage.”
"The question is, shall the bills on the uncontested
cal endar pass finally?"
"Agreeable to the provision of the Constitution, the yeas
and nays will now be taken."
RULE 43
St andi ng Commi ttees and Subconm ttees
The Commttee on Conmittees shall consist of the Speaker and
15 nmenbers of the House, ten of whom shall be menbers of the
majority party and five of whom shall be nenbers of the mnority
party, whose duty shall be to recomend to the House the nanes
of menbers who are to serve on the standing commttees of the

House. Except for the Speaker, the Majority and Mnority
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1 Leaders, Wips, Caucus Chairnen, Caucus Secretaries, Caucus

2 Administrators, Policy Chairnmen and the chairnmen and mnority

3 chairnmen of standing committees, each nmenber shall be entitled

4 to serve on not |less than two standi ng commttees.

5 The Speaker shall appoint the chairman and vice-chairman of

6 each standing commttee when such standing commttee has no

7 standing subcomrittees as prescribed herein, except the

8 Conmittee on Appropriations which shall also have a vice-

9 chairman appoi nted by the Speaker; when the standing conmttee
10 has standi ng subconmittees, the Speaker shall appoint a

11 subconmm ttee chairman for each standing subcommttee. The

12 Speaker shall appoint a secretary for each standing commttee.
13 The Mnority Leader shall appoint the mnority chairman,

14 mnority vice-chairman and mnority secretary of each standing
15 committee and the minority subcomrttee chairman for each

16 standing subcommttee.

17 [ Except for nmenbers who decline a chairmanship or mnority

18 chairmanship in witing or who are barred fromserving as a

19 chairman or mnority chairman under this rule, the chairmanship
20 and mnority chairmanshi p of each standing conmittee except the
21 Appropriations Conmmittee shall be limted only to the nenbers of
22 the applicable caucus with the nost seniority as nenbers of
23 their respective caucus. Wienever there are nore caucus nenbers
24 with equal seniority than avail able chairmanships or mnority
25 chairmanshi ps for that caucus, the selection of a chairman or
26 mnority chairman from anmong such caucus nenbers shall be in the
27 discretion of the appointing authority. The appointing authority
28 may designate the standing commttee to which he shall appoint a
29 nenber as chairman or mnority chairman without regard to

30 seniority. The Speaker and the Floor Leader, Wi p, Caucus
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Chai rman, Caucus Secretary, Caucus Adm nistrator and Policy
Chai rman of the majority party and mnority party shall not be
eligible to serve as chairman or mnority chai rman of any
standi ng commttee and no nenber may serve as chairman or
mnority chairman of nore than one standing commttee.

Any chairmanship or mnority chairmanship held by a nenber
who fails to neet the requirenments of this rule shall becone
vacant by automatic operation of this rule. If the appointing
authority fails to make an appoi ntnent of a chairman or mnority
chai rman prior to the organi zational neeting of a standing
commttee or fails to fill a vacancy within seven cal endar days
after it occurs, such position shall be deened to remain vacant
in violation of this rule. Wenever a chairmanship or mnority
chai rmanshi p beconmes vacant or remai ns vacant in violation of
this rule, the nmenber of the applicable caucus who neets the
requirenents of this rule shall automatically fill the vacancy
and, if there are two or nore such eligible caucus nenbers for
any such vacancy or vacancies, they shall be filled from anong
such eligible menbers through a lottery to be conducted under
t he supervision of the Chief Clerk after giving notice of the
time and place thereof to all eligible nenbers, to the Speaker,
to the Majority Leader and to the Mnority Leader.

Not hing in this rule shall prohibit the appointing authority
fromtransferring a nmenber fromthe chairmanship or mnority
chai rmanshi p of a standing conmttee to the chairmanship or
m nority chairmanshi p of another standing commttee.

Whenever the appointnment of a chairman or mnority chairman
wi |l cause the applicable caucus to exceed its perm ssible
al l ocation of nenbers on a standing conmttee, the appointing

authority shall nake a tenporary transfer of an eligible
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commttee nenber to the standing comm ttee vacated by the nenber
appoi nted as chairman or mnority chairman until a regul ar
committee appoi ntmrent can be made in accordance with the rules
of the House. If the Speaker or Mnority Leader fails to nmake a
tenporary transfer within seven cal endar days after such

appoi ntnment, the commttee nenber with the | east seniority, who
is eligible for transfer, shall be automatically transferred to
the commttee vacated by the newy appoi nted chairman or
mnority chairman and, if nore than one conmittee nmenber is
eligible for such transfer, the transfer shall be inplenented
through a |ottery conducted under the supervision of the Chief
derk.]

The Speaker of the House, Floor Leader of the majority party
and the Fl oor Leader of the mnority party shall be ex-officio
menbers of all standing commttees, without the right to vote
and they shall be excluded fromany |imtation as to the nunber
of nmenbers on the commttees or in counting a quorum

Twenty-two standing commttees of the House, each to consi st
of [26] 27 menbers except the Commttee on Appropriations, which
shall consist of [32] 33 nenbers, are hereby created. In
addition, there [is] are hereby created 34 standing
subconmi tt ees.

Al'l standing conmittees shall consist of 15 nenbers of the
majority party and [11] 12 nenbers of the mnority party, except
the Comm ttee on Appropriations which shall consist of 20
menbers of the mpjority party and [12] 13 nenbers of the
mnority party. The quorum for each of the standing comittees
and subcomm ttees shall be no less than the mgjority of said
commttees. The followi ng are the standing conmmttees and

subconmmi tt ees thereof:
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1 (1)
2
3
4 (2)
5 (3)
6
7
8
9 (4)
10
11
12
13 (5)
14
15
16 (6)
17
18
19 (7)
20
21 (8)
22 (9)
23 (10)
24
25
26
27 (11)
28 (12)
29
30

Agi ng and Youth
(a) Subcommttee on Aging
(b) Subcommttee on Youth
Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Appropriations
(a) Subcommttee on Health and Human Servi ces
(b) Subcomm ttee on Education
(c) Subcommttee on Capital Budget
Commer ce and Econom ¢ Devel opnent
(a) Subcommttee on Financial Services and Banki ng
(b) Subcommttee on Housing
(c) Subcommttee on Econom c Devel opnent
Consuner Affairs
(a) Subcommttee on Public Uilities
(b) Subcommttee on Tel econmuni cati ons
Educati on
(a) Subcommttee on Basic Education
(b) Subcommttee on Hi gher Education
Envi ronnment al Resources and Ener gy
(a) Subcommttee on M ning
Fi nance
Gane and Fisheries
Heal t h and Human Servi ces
(a) Subcommttee on Health
(b) Subcommttee on Human Services
(c) Subcommttee on Drugs and Al cohol
| nsur ance
Judi ci ary
(a) Subcommttee on Crine and Corrections

(b) Subcommttee on Courts

19990H0281R2469 - 8 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(13)
(14)
(15)

(16)

(17)
(18)
(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

I ntergovernnental Affairs
Labor Rel ations
Li quor Contro
(a) Subcommttee on Licensing
(b) Subcomm ttee on Marketing
Local Governnent
(a) Subcommttee on Boroughs
(b) Subcommttee on Counties
(c) Subcommttee on Townshi ps
Pr of essi onal Licensure
St ate Gover nnent
Touri sm and Recreational Devel opnent
(a) Subcommttee on Arts and Entertai nment
(b) Subcommttee on Recreation
(c) Subcommttee on Travel Pronotion
Transportation
(a) Subcommttee on Hi ghways
(b) Subcommttee on Public Transportation
(c) Subcommttee on Transportation Safety
(d) Subcommttee on Aviation
(e) Subcommttee on Railroads

Urban Affairs

(a) Subcommttee on Cities, Counties - First C ass

(b) Subcommttee on Cities, Counties - Second C ass

(c) Subcommttee on Cities, Third C ass

Vet erans Affairs and Energency Preparedness

subcomm tt ee.

RULE 45
Powers and Duties of Standing Commttees

and Subconmm ttees
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The chai rman of each standing conmittee and subcomm ttee
shall fix regular weekly, biweekly or nmonthly neeting days for
t he transaction of business before the conmttee or
subcomm ttee. [The chairman of the commttee or subcomm ttee
shall notify all nenbers, at |east 24 hours in advance of the
date, tinme and place of regular neetings, and, insofar as

possi bl e, the subjects on the agenda.] Notice of conmttee

meeti ngs and the neeti ng agenda shall be given to conmttee

menbers and posted in accordance with 65 Pa.C.S. 8 709(d)

(relating to public notice), no later than 12 noon on the second

busi ness day prior to the neeting. Arendnents to be consi dered

at a neeting shall be delivered to the Harri sburg office of each

commi ttee nenber no later than 12 noon on the busi ness day prior

to the commttee neeting. Bills not contained in the notice or

anendnents not delivered in accordance with this rule nay not be

considered at a conmttee neeting. In addition to regul ar

neeti ngs, special neetings may be called fromtinme to tinme by
the chairman of the commttee or subcomm ttee as they deem
necessary. No conmittee shall neet during any session of the
House wi thout first obtaining perm ssion of the Speaker. During
any such neeting, no vote shall be taken on the Floor of the
House on any anmendnent, reconmttal notion, final passage of any
bill, or any other matter requiring a roll call vote. Any
commttee neeting called off the Floor of the House shall neet
in a conmttee room In addition to the specific provisions of
this Rule 45, all provisions of [the act of July 19, 1974
(P.L.486, No.175)] 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open neetings)

relative to notice of neetings shall be conplied with
At regularly schedul ed neetings, or upon the call of the

chai rman, or subconmttee chairman, for special neetings, the
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menber shi p of such commttees shall neet to consider any bill,
resolution, or other matter on the agenda. The secretary of each
standing commttee, or in case of subconmmttees a secretary

desi gnated by the subconm ttee chairnman, shall record:

(1) the mnutes of the neeting,

(2) all votes taken,

(3) aroll or attendance of nenbers at standing conmttee or
subcomm ttee neetings show ng the nanes of those present, absent
or excused from attendance, and

(4) dispatch of bills and resolutions before the commttee.
Such records shall be open to public inspection. On the first
| egi sl ati ve day of each week the House is in session, the
chai rman of each standing commttee shall submt to the Chief
Clerk for inclusion in the House Journal only, the roll or
record of attendance of nmenbers at standing commttee or
subcomm ttee neetings held prior thereto and not yet reported,
along with the record of all votes taken at such neetings. Al
reports fromstanding commttees shall be prepared in witing by
the secretary of the conmttee. Menbers of a standing conmittee
may prepare in witing and file a mnority report, setting forth
the reasons for their dissent. Such commttee reports shall be
filed with the Chief Clerk within five days of the neeting. Al
nmeetings at which formal action is taken by a standing commttee
or subcommttee shall be open to the public, making such reports
as are required under Rule 44. Wen any nenber, except for an
excused absence, fails to attend five consecutive regul ar
nmeetings of his conmttee, the chairman of that commttee or
subcomm ttee shall notify himof that fact and, if the nmenber in
guestion fails to reasonably justify his absences to the

satisfaction of a majority of the nmenbership of the standing
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committee of which he is a nenber, his nmenbership on the
conmmttee or subconmttee shall be deenmed vacant and the

chai rman of the standing conmttee shall notify the Speaker of
the House to that effect. Such vacancy shall then be filled in
t he manner prescribed by these rules.

Whenever the chairman of any standing commttee shall refuse
to call a regular neeting, then a mgjority of the nenbers of the
standing commttee nay vote to call a neeting by giving two days
witten notice to the Speaker of the House, setting the tinme and
pl ace for such nmeeting. Such notice shall be read in the House
and the sane posted by the Chief Clerk in the House Chanber.
Thereafter, the nmeeting shall be held at the time and pl ace
specified in the notice. In addition, all provisions of [the act

of July 19, 1974 (P.L.486, No.175)] 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 relative to

notice of neetings shall be conplied wth.

Records, bills and other papers in the possession of
comm ttees and subcomm ttees, upon final adjournnment of the
House shall be filed with the Chief Cerk.

No comrittee report, except a report of the Appropriations
Committee, shall be recognized by the House, unless the sane has
been acted upon by a majority vote of the nenbers of a standing
committee present at a conmittee session actually assenbl ed and
neeting as a commttee, provided such nmajority vote nunbers at
| east 11 nenbers, and provided further a quorumis present. No
commttee report of the Appropriations Comrittee shall be
recogni zed by the House, unless the sane has been acted upon by
a majority vote of the nenbers of such commttee present at a
commttee session actually assenbl ed and neeting as a conmttee,
provi ded such majority vote nunbers at |east 14 nenbers, and

provi ded further a quorumis present.
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No proxy voting shall be permtted in comrittee, except as
provided for herein. If a menber reports to a schedul ed
commttee neeting and advi ses the chairman and ot her nenbers of
a conflicting conmttee nmeeting or other |egislative neeting
whi ch he or she nust attend, the nenber is authorized to give
the chairman or mnority chairman his or her proxy in witing
whi ch shall include witten instructions for the exercise of
such proxy by the chairman or minority chairman during the
neeti ng. The menber shoul d al so advi se the chairman where he or
she can be reached. In the event the conflicting commttee
nmeeting or other legislative neeting is scheduled to convene at
the sane tinme or prior to the neeting at which a nmenber desires
to vote by proxy, such proxy shall be delivered by the nmenber in
person to the offices of both the chairman and m nority chairman
prior to, but on the sanme day as, the conflicting neetings.

Wien the majority of the nmenbers of a standing commttee
believe that a certain bill or resolution in the possession of
the standing commttee should be considered and acted upon by
such commttee, they may request the chairman to include the
same as part of the business of a commttee neeting. Upon
failure of the chairman to conply with such request, the
menbership may require that such bill be considered by witten
noti on nmade and approved by a majority vote of the entire
menbership to which such conmmttee is entitled.

Whenever the phrase "mpjority of nenbers of a standing
conmittee or subconmittee"” is used in these rules, it shall nean
majority of the entire nmenbership to which a standing comrttee
or subcommittee is entitled, unless the context thereof
indicates a different intent.

To assi st the House in appraising the adm nistration of the
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| aws and in devel opi ng such anendnents or related | egislation as
it may deem necessary, each standing comm ttee or subconmittee
of the House shall exercise continuous watchful ness of the
execution by the adm nistrative agenci es concerned of any | aws,
the subject matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such
commttee or subconmittee; and, for that purpose, shall study
all pertinent reports and data submtted to the House by the
agencies in the executive branch of the Governnent.

The Comm ttee on Appropriations shall have the power to issue
subpoenas under the hand and seal of its chairman conmandi ng any
person to appear before it and answer questions touching natters
properly being inquired into by the commttee, which natters
shall include data fromany fund adm nistered by the
Commonweal th, and to produce such books, papers, records,
docunents and data and informati on produced and stored by any
el ectroni c data processing systemas the conmmttee deens
necessary. Such subpoenas may be served upon any person and
shall have the force and effect of subpoenas issued out of the
courts of this Commonweal th. Any person who willfully neglects
or refuses to testify before the cormittee or to produce any
books, papers, records, docunments or data and infornmation
produced and stored by any el ectronic data processing system
shall be subject to the penalties provided by the | aws of the
Conmmonweal th in such case. Each nenber of the conmttee shal
have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses
appearing before the commttee. The conmittee may al so cause the
deposition of witnesses either residing within or w thout the
State to be taken in the manner prescribed by |aw for taking

depositions in civil actions. The Conmittee on Appropriations

may only anend bills that are originally referred to the
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RULE 77
Suspendi ng and Changi ng Rul es

Any rul e of the House, which is not required by the
Constitution, may be tenporarily suspended at any tine for a
speci fic purpose only by a vote of [55% 67% of the nenbers
el ected to the House by a roll call vote.

A notion to suspend the rules nmay not be laid on the tabl e,
post poned, comm tted or anended.

The existing rules of the House shall not be changed, added
to, nodified or deleted except by witten resolution and the
same approved by a najority vote of the nmenbers elected to the
House by a roll call vote.

Except where such resolution originates with the Commttee on
Rul es, no resol ution proposing any change, addition,
nodi fication or deletion to existing House rules shall be
considered until such resolution has been referred to the
Committee on Rules, reported therefrom printed, filed on the
desk of each nenber and placed on the cal endar.

Any proposed change, addition, nodification or deletion
of fered by a nmenber on the floor of the House to such resol ution
shall be considered, in effect, a change, addition, nodification
or deletion to existing House rules and shall require for

approval a majority vote of the nenbers by a roll call vote.
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