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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 242 5%

| NTRODUCED BY L. |. COHEN, BARD, BELARDI, Bl SHOP, CALTAG RONE
FI CHTER, FREEMAN, HARHAI, HASAY, HESS, JOSEPHS, MAJOR,
Mol LHIENNEY, MELI O, PESCI, RAMOS, READSHAW RUBLEY, SEYFERT,
B. SM TH, STABACK, E. Z. TAYLOR, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND
ZI MVERVAN, SEPTEMBER 27, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
SEPTEMBER 27, 1999
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A RESCLUTI ON

Menorializing the President of the United States and Congress to
pronote and strengthen steps to save the rain forests.

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives is becom ng
i ncreasingly concerned that the tropical rain forests are being
destroyed at a rate of between 13.5 million and 55 mllion acres
a year; and

WHEREAS, It is feared that further destruction will lead to
the elimnation of hundreds of thousands of species of plants
and ani mal s; and

WHEREAS, Rain forests are an inportant source of nedicina
pl ants, and approxi mately 121 prescription drugs are derived
fromplants which have their origins in rain forests; and

WHEREAS, Rain forests are storehouses of evol utionary
achi evenent and are increasingly invaluable to humankind in our
search for the nysteries of life; and

WHEREAS, Rain forests play a major role in the way the sun's
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heat is distributed around the gl obe, and any di sturbance coul d
produce climatic chaos; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that sonething be done before the
damage to the rain forests is irreversible; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize the
Presi dent and Congress to take whatever steps are necessary to
protect the rain forests fromfurther destruction; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States and the presiding officers of
each house of Congress and to each nmenber of Congress from

Pennsyl vani a.
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