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A RESCLUTI ON

Providing for the establishnment of a task force to study the
mental retardation services systemin Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Support of famly and friends, quality of care,
financial resources and State support are necessary for citizens
of this Commonweal th with nmental retardation; and

VWHEREAS, O the 1,115,000 citizens with nmental retardation
and their famlies and conmunities in this Commonweal th, 67,000
receive residential services in the community, nore than 3, 000
reside in private internmediate care facilities and 2,400 reside
in State centers; and

VWHEREAS, The task force under House Resolution 187, Printer's
No. 1869 (1997), held five public hearings across this

Commonweal th regarding the nultiyear plan of the Departnent of



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Public Wl fare to redesign the Commonweal th's nental retardation
servi ces system and

WHEREAS, That task force heard many concerns and probl ens
with the current nental retardation services system and

WHEREAS, The departnent's plan for redesign will have a
significant inpact on the lives of individuals living in public
and private internediate care facilities, comunity living
arrangenents and personal care hones; and

WHEREAS, The departnent's plan for redesign will have a
significant inpact on the friends and famlies of individuals
living in those facilities; and

WHEREAS, The departnent's plan for redesign will have a
significant inpact on enpl oyees of those facilities and on
comunities surrounding those facilities; and

WHEREAS, That task force sought solutions from stakehol ders
and devel oped 28 legislative initiatives to address the concerns
of individuals and famlies heard throughout the public
heari ngs; and

WHEREAS, The ongoi ng i npact of the nultiyear plan has the
potential to have an inpact upon the safety, health and quality
of life for individuals being served by the nmental retardation
servi ces system and

WHEREAS, Thi s inpact has not been thoroughly investigated by
the nenbers of the General Assenbly; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That a special task force be created to
i nvestigate, review and recommend | egi sl ative renmedi es needed to
make i nprovenents in the Commonweal th's nental retardation
services system and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force consist of 11 nenbers, six from

the majority party and five fromthe mnority party; and be it

19990H0015R0180 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N NN N NN NN R P P R R P R R R R
N~ o o A WON P O O 0O N OO0~ ODN O

further

RESCLVED, That four of the six nenbers fromthe ngjority
party be appointed fromthe Health and Human Services Comrittee
by the chairman of the Health and Human Services Conmittee and
three of the five nmenbers fromthe mnority party be appointed
fromthe Health and Human Services Comrittee by the mnority
chai rman of the Health and Human Services Conmittee; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the remaining two nenbers fromthe ngjority
party be appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and that the remaining two nmenbers fromthe
mnority party be appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House
of Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
appoi nt the chairperson of the task force fromanong its nenbers
and that the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives
appoint the mnority chairperson of the task force from anong
its menbers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force hold hearings, take testinony
and make its investigations at such places as it deens necessary
in this Conmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That each nenber of the task force has the power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the task force; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representati ves be authorized to pay for necessary and

reasonabl e expenses incurred by the task force.
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