SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 135 PRINTER S NO. 2113

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 13  *5&”

| NTRODUCED BY LYNCH, HALUSKA, HUTCH NSON, FARGO, BAKER, MAJOR,
SEYFERT, ARGALL, HERSHEY, FEESE, M COHEN, CLARK, JAMES,
G Gl OrTl, HERVAN, S. M LLER FORCIER, MARSI CO, CAPPABI ANCA,
CORNELL, LEDERER, STABACK, WLT, ZUG HARHAI, MAHER, ORI E,
PRESTON, RAMOS, SHANER, TRELLO, STERN, READSHAW Ml LHI NNEY,
ROSS, ADOLPH, DALEY AND Cl VERA, JANUARY 27, 1999

AS AVENDED, | N SENATE, JUNE 16, 1999
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

ESTABLI SH NG A TASK <—
FORCE TO STUDY i ssues concerning the renewal and managenent
of this Comonwealth's forests; andecreatingataskfoerece <—
PROVI DI NG FOR AN ADVI SORY COW TTEE; AND DI RECTI NG THE JONT  <—
LEG SLATI VE Al R AND WATER POLLUTI ON CONTROL AND CONSERVATI ON
COW TTEE TO PROVI DE ADM NI STRATI VE SUPPORT TO THE TASK
FORCE.
WHEREAS, Seventeen million acres in Pennsylvania are
forestland; and
WHEREAS, Forests provide numerous econom c, recreational and
envi ronment al resources; and
WHEREAS, The forest products industry is the fourth | argest
manuf acturing industry in Pennsylvani a; and
WHEREAS, Sustainable forestry is providing new managenent
strategies for our forest resources and inproving the health,
quality and diversity of Pennsylvania' s forests; and

WHEREAS, The new policies and | egislation devel oped teday <—
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will determine the future of forests in this Commonweal th; and
WHEREAS, The forestry task force previously established by
House Resol ution No. 263, Printer's No. 4110 (1994) and Senate
Resolution No. 29, Printer's No. 720 (1997) has been hel pful to
the General Assenbly and instrunmental in addressing issues
facing the forestry community; therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly

establish a forestry task force to be conprised of two nmenbers

of the Senate, one appointed by the leader—oftheajorityparty

PRESI DENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE and one appoi nted by the
| eader of the mnority party, two nenbers of the House of
Represent ati ves, one appoi nted by the leader—oftherajority
party SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES and one appoi nt ed
by the | eader of the mnority party, and the nenbers of the
forestry task force shall choose a chairman fromtheir nunber
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the forestry task force conduct a
conprehensi ve study of and investigate the foll ow ng:
(1) third-party certification of Pennsylvania's forests
and forest products;
(2) the long-termforestry research needs of this
Commonweal t h;
(3) educational prograns in sustainable forestry for
private forest |andowners and nunicipalities; and
(4) regular and conprehensive assessnents of
Pennsylvania's forests to assist in the managenent,
devel opnment and nmarketing of this Conmonweal th's tinber
resour ces;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the forestry task force may hol d heari ngs,
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take testinony and nake its investigations at such places WTH N <—
TH S COMMONVEALTH as it deens necessary; and be it further
RESCLVED, That an advisory commttee be created by the
forestry task force to assist in devel oping facts and
recommendat i ons concerning the renewal and managenent of forests
in this Cormonweal th and that the advisory comrittee be conposed
of representatives of the foll ow ng gevernrenrt—agencies <—
ENTI TI ES: <
(1) Departnent of Conservation and Natural Resources,
Bureau of Forestry;
(2) Departnent of Agriculture, Hardwoods Devel opnent
Counci | ;
(3) Pennsylvani a Gamre Conmm ssi on;
(4) The Pennsylvania State University, School of Forest
Resources and Cooperative Extension Service; and
(5) United States Forest Service;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee have one representative
fromeach of five business organi zations representing the forest
products industry, one representative fromeach of five
nonprofit conservation and environnmental organizations and one
representative fromup to three other organizations that the
forestry task force deens appropriate to be represented; and be
it further
RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly direct the Joint
Legislative Air and Water Pollution Control and Conservation
Committee to provide sufficient staff and other adm nistrative
support to the forestry task force; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the forestry task force prepare a report

containing its findings and recomendati ons, together with any
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1 necessary legislation, and deliver it to the General Assenbly as

2 soon as possible.
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