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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 26706 %%

I NTRODUCED BY PETRARCA, JULY 31, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, JULY 31, 2000
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AN ACT
Providing for a limted exclusion fromproperty taxes for al
honesteads and for an additional exclusion for honmesteads of
certain senior citizens.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Honestead
Property Tax Relief Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Eligible claimant."” A person owni ng honestead property.

"Eligible senior citizen claimant.” A person 65 years of age
or ol der owni ng honestead property and qualifying for assistance
under the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the

Senior Citizens Rebate and Assi stance Act.

"Honestead property.” Real property which qualifies as a



1 honestead under the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L. 104, No.3), known
2 as the Senior Citizens Rebate and Assistance Act, except real

3 property which is rented or | eased to a taxpayer.

4 Section 3. Property tax relief.

5 (a) Exclusion from assessed val ue. --

6 (1) An eligible claimant shall be entitled to a

7 honest ead excl usi on under which $5, 000 shall be excluded from
8 the fair market value to be determ ned by dividing the

9 assessed val ue of homestead property by the current conmmon

10 l evel ratio.

11 (2) Eligible claimants who are married are considered to
12 have one common honest ead.

13 (3) No nore than one exclusion may be cl ai med under

14 par agraph (1) per honestead.

15 (4) Individual clainmants are considered to have one

16 honest ead.

17 (b) Additional exclusion fromassessed value for eligible

18 senior citizen claimnts.--

19 (1) An eligible senior citizen claimnt shall be
20 entitled to an additional honestead exclusion of $10, 000
21 whi ch shall be excluded fromthe fair market value to be
22 determ ned by dividing the assessed val ue of honestead
23 property by the current common |evel ratio.
24 (2) Eligible senior citizen claimants who are nmarri ed
25 are consi dered to have one common honest ead.
26 (3) No nore than one exclusion may be cl ai med under
27 par agraph (1) per honestead.
28 (4) Individual senior citizen claimants are consi dered
29 to have one honestead.
30 (c) Exclusions from assessed value are cunul ative.--A
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property subject to nultiple honestead exclusions shall be
entitled to receive the benefit of each, as |long as the sum of
t he excl usi ons does not exceed the value of the honestead.
Section 4. Application procedure.

Any person eligible for tax relief under section 3 may apply
for the exclusion by filing with the taxing authorities the
fol |l ow ng docunents:

(1) A statenent of request for an exclusion from
assessed val ue.

(2) Acertification that the claimnt or the clai mant
and the claimant's spouse jointly are the owners in fee
sinpl e of the homestead upon which the property taxes are
i nposed.

(3) Receipt showi ng paynment of the current year's
property tax liability.

(4) If applying for senior citizen exclusions, evidence
that the senior citizen claimant is a person qualifying for
assi stance under the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3),
known as the Senior Citizens Rebate and Assistance Act.

Section 5. Commonweal th rei mbur senent.

The Departnent of Revenue shall reinburse taxing authorities
for revenue | osses occasi oned by the exclusions provided in
section 3 from funds appropriated for such purpose by the
CGeneral Assenbly or from noneys in the General Fund which are
avai l able and may | awfully be used for such purpose. The
Depart ment of Revenue nay adopt or establish regulations,
procedures and forns to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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