SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 3142, 3373 PRI NTER S NO. 3698

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2351 %%

I NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD AND FLI CK, MARCH 15, 2000
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 23, 1999 (P.L.159, No.22), entitled "An
act providing for schol arships for persons entering into the
field of science and technol ogy," further providing for

DEFI NI TI ONS, FOR THE NEW ECONOMY TECHNCLOGY SCHOLARSHI P <—
PROGRAM FOR SCI ENTI FI C AND TECHNOLOG CAL SCHOLARSHI PS, FOR
ADM NI STRATI ON AND FOR REPORTI NG

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. THE DEFI NI TION OF "APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY" | N <—
SECTION 3 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 23, 1999 (P.L.159, NO 22), KNOMW AS
THE NEW ECONOWY TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHI P ACT, |'S AMENDED TO READ
SECTI ON 3. DEFI NI TI ONS.



THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

* * %

1
2
3
4
5 "APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY." A PROGRAM OR CURRI CULUM OFFERED
6 BY A POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON THAT PROVI DES

7 I NSTRUCTI ON I N SCI ENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND RELATED FI ELDS AND HAS

8 BEEN APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON | N CONSULTATI ON

9

W TH THE PENNSYLVANI A [ HUMAN RESOURCES] WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT

10 [COUNCI L] BOARD.

11 * * %
12 SECTION 2. SECTIONS 4, 5, 6, 8 AND 9 OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED
13 TO READ:

14 SECTI ON 4. NEW ECONOWY TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM

15 (A) ESTABLI SHVENT OF PROGRAM - - THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED
16 THE NEW ECONOMY TECHNCLOGY SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM W THI N THE

17 AGENCY, TO CONSI ST OF THE SCI TECH SCHOLARSH P AND THE [G BILL
18 FOR THE NEW ECONOMY] TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHI P.

19 (B) | SSUANCE OF GRANTS. - - THE AGENCY MAY PROVI DE SCHOLARSH P
20 CGRANTS TO AN ELI G BLE STUDENT WHO IS A RESI DENT OF THI S
21 COVMONVEALTH UPON [ CONFI RVATI ON] CERTI FI CATI ON FROM AN APPROVED

22 EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON THAT THE STUDENT |S ENROLLED I N AN
23 APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY. SCHOLARSHI P GRANTS SHALL ONLY BE FOR
24 THE AMOUNT SET FORTH I N SECTI ONS 5(A) AND 6(A) [AND SHALL ONLY
25 BE USED FOR TUI TI ON AND MANDATORY FEES].

26 (C) THE DEPARTMENT, | N COOPERATI ON W TH THE PENNSYLVANI A

27 [ HUMAN RESOURCES] WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT [ COUNCI L] BOARD, SHALL

28 [ESTABLI SH A LI ST OF APPROVED COURSES OF STUDY FOR THE PROGRAM
29 (D) OTHER FUNDI NG - - PRI OR TO MAKI NG A GRANT UNDER THI'S ACT,
30 THE AGENCY SHALL FIRST APPLY FEDERAL PELL GRANT AND STATE GRANTS
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AVAI LABLE TO [ TU TI ON AND MANDATCRY FEES] EDUCATI ONAL COSTS, AS

DETERM NED BY THE AGENCY, RELATED TO AN UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

PRI OR TO DETERM NI NG THE AMOUNT OF THE SCHOLARSHI P GRANT.

(e) Eligibility.--To receive a scholarship grant under this
section, a student [shall] MJST neet all of the follow ng <—
requirenents:

(1) Gaduation fromJ[a] high school [in this <—
Commonweal th,] or [earned] EARNI NG A general educational <—
devel opnent (CGED) di pl oma or the equival ent thereof.

(2) Maintenance of domicile in Pennsylvania during the
termof the scholarship grants.

(3) Conpliance with any conditions placed on the

schol arship grant by the agency or by the departnent in

consultation with the Pennsyl vani a [ Human Resour ces] <—

(4) WMaintenance of a CUMJLATI VE grade point average of <—
3.0 or higher, on a scale of 4.0, or its equivalent][, <—
beginning with the first senester of the freshman year and
through the termof the scholarship or in the |ast year of
hi gh school if the student is applying under section 5 or 6]. <—
ol | hal 1| L I Leulati : | -
W—M%MWM—W v
(5) [Enter] ENTERING into a witten agreement with the <—

agency to:
(1) Satisfy all degree, diploma or certificate
requi renents and ot her requirenments under this act.
(i1i) Comence enploynment in this Comonweal th within
one year after conpletion of an approved [undergraduat e] <—

BACHELOR' S OR ASSQOCI ATE' S degree or certificate program <—

for a period of one year for each academ c year the
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student received a schol arship grant under this act
unl ess the agency determ nes that there are extenuating
ci rcumst ances.
(1i1) Reinmburse the Commonweal th all amounts
recei ved under this act and interest thereon, as
determ ned by the agency, if the student fails to conply

wi th subparagraphs (i) and (ii).

* *x * <

(F) APPLI CATI ON. - - A STUDENT SHALL APPLY TO THE AGENCY FOR A <—
SCHOLARSHI P GRANT AS PRESCRI BED BY THE AGENCY, TO | NCLUDE THE
PROVI SI ON OF ALL | NFORVATI ON AND DOCUMENTATI ON REQUI RED BY THE
AGENCY. THE APPLI CATI ON OF A STUDENT UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE SHALL
| NCLUDE THE SI GNATURE OF A PARENT OR GUARDI AN. THE APPLI CATI ON
SHALL | NCLUDE A VERI FI ED STATEMENT OF GRADE PO NT AVERAGE FROM
THE APPROPRI ATE EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON AS REQU RED IN THI' S ACT.

(G WORK REQUI REMENT. - - THE WORK REQUI REMENT UNDER SUBSECTI ON
(BE)(5)(1'l) SHALL BEG N AFTER THE RECElI PT OF A BACHELOR' S OR AN
ASSCCI ATE' S DEGREE OR [ OTHER] ANOTHER APPROPRI ATE CERTI FI CATE
FROM AN APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON.

(H TERM NATION.--1F A STUDENT TERM NATES ENRCLLMENT I N THE
APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON DURI NG THE ACADEM C YEAR OR
PRI OR TO COVPLETI ON OF THE APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY, THE
APPROVED EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ON SHALL NOTI FY THE AGENCY I N
VWRI TI NG AND SHALL RETURN ALL UNUSED PORTI ONS OF THE SCHOLARSHI P
GRANT. RETURNED AMOUNTS SHALL BE USED TO FUND OTHER SCHOLARSHI P
GRANTS UNDER THI S ACT.

(1) TRANSFER --A SCHOLARSH P UNDER THI' S ACT IS ONLY
TRANSFERRABLE TO ANOTHER APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTION | F

APPROVED BY THE AGENCY.
(J) LIMTATION. --GRANTS AWARDED UNDER THE PROCGRAM SHALL BE
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LI M TED TO FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR THAT PURPCSE. FI RST PRI ORI TY
FOR AWARDI NG GRANTS SHALL BE @ VEN TO RENEWAL APPLI CANTS.
THEREAFTER, GRANTS SHALL BE AWARDED ON A FI RST- COMVE, FI RST-
SERVED BASI S.

(k) Exception.--The agency shall postpone the work

requi renent under subsection (g) for extenuating circunstances

relatedto OR BECAUSE OF the student's enroll nent ON A FULL-TI ME

BASIS in a graduate degree programw thin one year of the

recei pt of a bachelor's degree from an approved educati onal

institution. The agency shall require docunentation of the

person's continual status as a full-tine student, as defi ned by

t he agency. The work requirenent under subsection (e)(5)(ii)

shall begin within one year after term nation of enroll nent on a

full-tine basis in a graduate deqree program

SECTION 5. SCI TECH SCHOLARSHI PS.

(A)  AMOUNT OF GRANTS. --THE AGENCY SHALL AWARD A SCI TECH
SCHOLARSHI P I N THE AMOUNT OF $3, 000 PER ACADEM C YEAR OR A
LESSER AMOUNT FOLLOW NG APPLI CATI ON OF FEDERAL AND STATE GRANTS
UNDER SECTION 4(D) TO A STUDENT ENROLLED FULL TIME I N AN
APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON PURSUl NG A BACHELOR S DEGREE
PROGRAM OR I TS EQUI VALENT I'N AN APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY. THE

STUDENT [ SHALL] MJST TAKE AT LEAST 12 SEMESTER HOURS PER
SEMESTER, OR I TS EQUI VALENT, I N AN APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY. THE

GRANT_SHALL BE USED FOR EDUCATI ONAL COSTS RELATED TO THE

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM AS DETERM NED BY THE AGENCY.

(B) TERM OF GRANT. --A GRANT SHALL BE AWARDED BEG NNI NG NO
EARLI ER THAN THE SECOND ACADEM C YEAR OF ENROLLMENT I N AN
APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON N A BACHELOR S DEGREE PROGRAM

OR ITS EQU VALENT I'N AN APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY. THE GRANT

SHALL BE FOR A MAXI MUM OF THREE ACADEM C YEARS OR FOR UP TO FOUR
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ACADEM C YEARS | F THE STUDENT IS ENRCLLED | N AN APPROVED COURSE
OF STUDY THAT ACCORDI NG TO THE AGENCY REQUI RES FI VE ACADEM C
YEARS TO COVPLETE. I N ORDER TO QUALI FY FOR RENEWALS BEYOND THREE
YEARS, THE STUDENT MUST BE | N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS
OF SECTI ON 4(E) AND THE AGENCY MUST DETERM NE THAT THE STUDENT
I'S MAKI NG SATI SFACTORY PROGRESS TOWARD COWVPLETI NG A DEGREE.

(© I NTERNSH P OR WORK EXPERI ENCE. - - A STUDENT WHO ACCEPTS A

GRANT UNDER THI' S SECTI ON [ SHALL] MJST COWPLETE A COLLEGE-
APPROVED OR UNI VERSI TY- APPROVED | NTERNSHI P OR WORK EXPERI ENCE
[N A SCI ENCE, TECHNOLOGY OR] RELATED [FIELD] TO THE STUDENT' S

APPROVED COURSE CF STUDY W TH AN EMPLOYER LOCATED IN TH' S

COMONVEALTH PRI OR TO RECEI VI NG A BACHELOR' S DEGREE. THE STUDENT
[ SHALL] MJUST COWPLY W TH ANY CONDI TI ONS PLACED UPON THE

I NTERNSHI P BY THE AGENCY OR BY THE DEPARTMENT | N CONSULTATI ON

W TH THE PENNSYLVANI A [ HUMAN RESOURCES] WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT

[ COUNCI L] BOARD. PROOF OF COVPLETI ON CF THE | NTERNSHI P OR WWORK
EXPERI ENCE REQUI REMENTS MUST BE SUBM TTED TO THE AGENCY PRI OR TO
GRADUATI ON UNLESS OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED BY THE AGENCY.

(D) CGRADES. --AT THE TI ME OF_APPL| CATI ON, AN APPLI CANT FOR A

SCl TECH SCHOLARSHI P MUST HAVE A CUMULATI VE GRADE PO NT AVERAGE

OF 3.0 OR HHGHER ON A SCALE OF 4.0 OR ITS EQUI VALENT. THE ACGENCY

SHALL ANNUALLY VERI FY A PROGRAM PARTI Cl PANT' S MAI NTENANCE OF THE

REQUI RED GRADE PO NT AVERAGE.

SECTION 6. [G BILL FOR THE NEW ECONOWY] TECHNOLOGY

SCHOLARSHI P.

(A)  AMOUNTS OF GRANTS. - -
(1) THE AGENCY SHALL AWARD A [G BILL FOR THE NEW

ECONOMY SCHOLARSHI P] TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHI P | N THE AMOUNT OF
$1, 000 PER ACADEM C YEAR OR A LESSER AMOUNT FOLLOW NG
APPLI CATI ON OF FEDERAL OR STATE GRANTS UNDER SECTION 4(D) TO
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A STUDENT ENROLLED FULL TI ME | N AN APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL
I NSTI TUTI ON PURSUI NG AN ASSOCI ATE' S DEGREE | N AN APPROVED

COURSE OF STUDY OR I N A PRI VATE LI CENSED SCHOOL THAT HAS AN

ACADEM C PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE AGENCY. THE GRANT SHALL BE

USED FOR EDUCATI ONAL COSTS RELATED TO THE PROGRAM _AS

DETERM NED BY THE AGENCY.

(2) A STUDENT WHO IS ENRCLLED PART TIME [AND] ORI S AN
I NCUMBENT WORKER PURSUI NG AN ASSCCI ATE' S DEGREE | N AN

APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON OR OTHER SPECI ALI ZED PROGRAM

APPROVED BY THE AGENCY | S ELI A BLE FOR A GRANT OF 20% OF
TU TI ON AND MANDATORY FEES.
(B) TERM OF GRANT. - - THE GRANT AWARDED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A)

SHALL BE FOR A MAXI MUM OF TWO ACADEM C YEARS OR FOR UP TO THREE
ACADEM C YEARS | F THE STUDENT IS ENRCLLED | N AN APPROVED COURSE
OF STUDY THAT ACCORDI NG TO THE AGENCY REQUI RES THREE ACADEM C
YEARS TO COVPLETE. I N ORDER TO QUALI FY FOR A GRANT THREE TI MES,
THE STUDENT MUST BE I N COVPLI ANCE W TH SECTI ON 4(D), AND THE
I NSTI TUTI ON MJUST DETERM NE THAT THE STUDENT IS MAKI NG
SATI SFACTORY PROGRESS TOWARD COMPLETI NG AN ASSCCI ATE' S DEGREE OR
THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE CERTI FI CATE PROGRAM

(© EXCEPTI ON. - - THE AGENCY MAY WAl VE THE ONE- YEAR EMPLOYMENT
REQUI REMENT FOR AN | NCUMBENT WORKER FOR EXTENUATI NG
Cl RCUMSTANCES RELATED TO THE STUDENT' S EMPLOYMENT W THI N THE
LAST YEAR

(D) CRADES. - - THE AGENCY SHALL ANNUALLY VERI FY A PROGRAM

PARTI Cl PANT' S MAI NTENANCE OF THE REQUI RED GRADE PO NT AVERAGE.

SECTI ON 8. ADM NI STRATI ON.

(A) VERI FI CATI ON. - - THE AGENCY SHALL MONI TOR AND VERI FY A
STUDENT' S FULFI LLMENT OF ALL | NTERNSH P AND WORK REQUI REMENTS
UNDER THI S ACT.
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(B) ENFORCEMENT. - - THE AGENCY SHALL ENFORCE REPAYMENT OF ALL
SCHOLARSHI P GRANTS FOR A STUDENT WHO DOES NOT COVPLY W TH THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI' S ACT, TO I NCLUDE USE OF ALL LAWUL COLLECTI ON
PROCEDURES AND THE USE OF PRI VATE COLLECTI ON AGENCI ES.

1
2
3
4
5 (C TAX --SCHOLARSH P GRANTS RECEI VED BY A STUDENT FROM THE
6 PROGRAM SHALL NOT BE CONSI DERED TAXABLE | NCOVE FOR PURPOSES COF
7 ARTICLE Il OF THE ACT OF MARCH 4, 1971 (P.L.6, NO 2), KNOMW AS
8 THE TAX REFORM CODE OF 1971.
9 (D) FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE. - - SCHOLARSHI P GRANTS RECEI VED BY A
10 STUDENT FROM THE PROGRAM SHALL NOT BE CONSI DERED FI NANCI AL
11 ASSI STANCE OR APPROPRI ATI ONS TO THE APPROVED EDUCATI ONAL
12 I NSTI TUTI ON.
13 (E) CUSTOM ZED JOB TRAI NI NG. - - NO FUNDS UNDER THI S ACT SHALL
14 BE GRANTED TO A PERSON ENROLLED IN A CUSTOM ZED JOB TRAI NI NG
15 PARTNERSH P PROGRAM OR CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON COURSE FROM A
16 POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON FOR WHI CH AN EMPLOYER | S
17 PROVI DI NG OVER 50% OF THE FI NANCI AL SUPPORT, DI RECTLY OR
18 | NDI RECTLY[, AND FOR VWHI CH THE STUDENT IS NOT BEI NG CHARGED
19 TU TION OR FEES].
20 (F) APPEALS. --THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
21 22 PA. CODE CH. 121 (RELATING TO STUDENT FI NANCI AL AI D).
22 (G REGULATI ONS. - - THE AGENCY SHALL ADOPT REGULATI ONS AND
23 PROCEDURES NECESSARY TO CARRY OQUT THE PURPOSES OF THI S ACT.
24 SECTION 9. ANNUAL REPORT.
25 (A) DEVELOPMENT OF REPORT. --THE AGENCY SHALL PUBLI SH A
26 REPORT BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2000, AND EVERY YEAR THEREAFTER THE
27 REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG THE OPERATI ON OF THE
28 PROGRAM TO | NCLUDE:
29 (1) TOTAL STUDENTS RECEI VI NG SCHOLARSHI P GRANTS | N BOTH
30 THE SCI TECH SCHOLARSHI P AND THE [G@ BILL FOR THE NEW ECONOWY
20000H2351B3698 - 8 -
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PROGRAMS] TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHI P.

(2) TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO W THDRAW FROM THE

PROGRAM OR | NTERNSHI P OR WORK REQUI REMENTS.

(3) THE NUMBER OF FULL-TI ME AND PART-TI ME STUDENTS

RECEI VI NG SCHOLARSHI P GRANTS ATTENDI NG FOUR- YEAR EDUCATI ONAL

I NSTI TUTI ONS, COVMUNI TY COLLEGES, | NDEPENDENT TWO- YEAR

COLLEGES, PRI VATE LI CENSED SCHOOLS AND CERTI FI CATE PROGRAMS

REPORTED BY | NSTI TUTI ON AND CATEGORY OF | NSTI TUTI ON.

(B) SUBM SSI ON. - - THE ANNUAL REPORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE
GOVERNCR, THE DEPARTMENT AND THE CHAI RVEN AND M NORI TY CHAI RMVEN
OF THE APPROPRI ATI ONS AND EDUCATI ON COW TTEES OF THE SENATE AND
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES.

SECTION 3. THE APPROPRI ATI ONS TO THE PENNSYLVANI A H GHER
EDUCATI ON ASSI STANCE AGENCY FOR THE SCI TECH AND G BI LL
SCHCOLARSHI PS AND FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THOSE SCHOLARSHI PS | N
SECTI ON 228 OF THE ACT OF MAY 24, 2000 (P.L. , NO 21A), KNOWN
AS THE CGENERAL APPROPRI ATI ON ACT OF 2000, SHALL BE USED FOR THE
SCl TECH SCHOLARSHI P AND THE TECHNCOLOGY SCHOLARSHI P AND FOR THE
ADM NI STRATI ON OF THOSE SCHOLARSHI PS AS SET FORTH IN THI S ACT.

Section 2 4. This act shall take effect +A—66—days— JULY 1,
2000, OR | MVEDI ATELY, VWH CHEVER | S LATER.

C13L24DMVS/ 20000H2351B3698 - 9 -

<—



