PRINTER S N0 2993

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 22061 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KENNEY, WOGAN, J. TAYLOR, YOUNGBLOOD, BAKER,
BELFANTI, CLARK, DeLUCA, FARGO, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY,
HESS, MELI O M COZZI E, ROSS, RUBLEY, SEYFERT, SHANER,
STEELMAN, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOMAS, TRELLO AND WLT,
FEBRUARY 15, 2000

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 15, 2000
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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

adjudications in certain juvenile matters.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6341(a), (b) and (e) of Title 42 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:
§ 6341. Adjudication.

(a) GCeneral rule.--After hearing the evidence on the
petition the court shall make and file its findings as to

whet her the child is a dependent child[, or if]. If the petition

all eges that the child is delinquent, within seven days of

heari ng the evidence on the petition, the court shall nmake and

file its findings whether the acts ascribed to the child were

committed by him This tine limtation my only be extended

pursuant to the agreenent of the child and the attorney for the

Commpnweal th. The court's failure to conply with the tine
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limtations stated in this section shall not be grounds for

di scharging the child or dism ssing the proceeding. |If the court

finds that the child is not a dependent child or that the

al | egati ons of delinquency have not been established it shal
dismss the petition and order the child discharged from any
detention or other restriction theretofore ordered in the
proceedi ng. For cases involving allegations of delinquency where
fingerprints or photographs or both have been taken by a | aw

enf orcenent agency and where it is determ ned that acts ascribed
to the child were not comritted by him the court shall direct
that those records be inmmedi ately destroyed by | aw enforcenent
agenci es.

(b) Finding of delinquency.--1f the court finds on proof
beyond a reasonabl e doubt that the child conmmtted the acts by
reason of which he is alleged to be delinquent it shall enter
such finding on the record and it shall then proceed inmediately
or at a postponed hearing, which shall occur not later than 20

days after adjudication if the child is in detention or not nore

than 60 days after adjudication if the child is not in

detention, to hear evidence as to whether the child is in need

of treatnment, supervision or rehabilitation and to nake and file

its findings thereon. This tine limtation may only be extended

pursuant to the agreenent of the child and the attorney for the

Commpnweal th. The court's failure to conply with the tine

limtations stated in this section shall not be grounds for

di scharging the child or dism ssing the proceeding. In the

absence of evidence to the contrary, evidence of the comm ssion
of acts which constitute a felony shall be sufficient to sustain
a finding that the child is in need of treatnment, supervision or

rehabilitation. If the court finds that the child is not in need
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of treatnment, supervision or rehabilitation it shall dismss the
proceedi ng and di scharge the child fromany detention or other
restriction theretofore ordered.

* %

(e) Continued hearings.--On its notion or that of a party
the court may continue the hearings under this section for a

reasonabl e period, within the tine linmtations inposed by this

di sposition or the need for treatnment, supervision or
rehabilitation. In this event the court shall nake an
appropriate order for detention of the child or his release from
detention subject to supervision of the court during the period
of the continuance. In scheduling investigations and heari ngs
the court shall give priority to proceedings in which a child is
in detention or has otherw se been renoved fromhis home before
an order of disposition has been nmade.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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