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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2145 %5

I NTRODUCED BY WALKO, PETRARCA, THOVAS, STABACK, BELARDI,
FRANKEL, WOINAROCSKI, VEON, LaGROITA, M COHEN, TI GUE, EVANS,
JAMES, M CHLOVI C, STEELMAN, BLAUM BELFANTI, RAMOS, DeWEESE,
CURRY, d G1OITI, VAN HORNE, SHANER, TRELLO ROONEY,
YOUNGBLOOD AND HARHAI , DECEMBER 13, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, DECEMBER 13, 1999
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AN ACT

Prohi biting the enpl oynent of inmates at correctional facilities
by private contractors; and inposing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Prison Labor
Prohi bition Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Correctional facility.” A jail, prison or detention
facility operated by the Commonweal th or by a county or jointly
by nore than one county and used for the detention and
confi nement of persons convicted and under sentence for

violations of the crimnal |laws of this Commonweal th. The term
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shall also include a notivational boot canp as defined in
section 3 of the act of Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L.1391, No.215),
known as the Motivational Boot Canp Act. The term does not
include a correctional facility used for the detention and
confinement of juvenile offenders.

“Inmate.” An individual who has been convicted of an
i ndi ctable offense and is serving a sentence in a correctional
facility.

"Private contractor.”™ An individual, firm partnership,
corporation or other |awful comrercial enterprise.

Section 3. Enploynent of inmates prohibited.

No private contractor shall enploy, or enter into a contract
that provides for the enploynent of, inmates in correctional
facilities.

Section 4. Certain contracts void.

A contract or any provision of a contract that is contrary to
section 3 shall be void and unenforceabl e.

Section 5. Penalty.

A person who violates this act conmts a m sdeneanor of the
third degree.
Section 6. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act. This act shall not, however, affect
or change the nethod or manner of innmate work assignnents within
correctional facilities or the statutory authority to conpel
i nmat e | abor on behal f of the Commonweal th or any political
subdi vi si on t hereof.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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