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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2123 %%

| NTRODUCED BY THOMAS, O BRI EN, MANDERI NO, M GEEHAN, WOGAN,
BUTKOVI TZ, J. TAYLOR, DONATUCCI, RIECGER, OLIVER, KELLER
HARHART, DeLUCA, LESCOVI TZ, ROBI NSON, DALEY, VEON, BUNT,
EVANS, COLAFELLA, TRAVAGLI O MCALL, GEORGE, CALTAG RONE,
LUCYK, ROEBUCK, JOSEPHS, MYERS, KI RKLAND, PESCI, M COHEN
STETLER, YEWCI C, CAWEY, TIGUE, FLICK, M COZZIE, YOUNGBLOOD
WATERS, SCHULER, TRUE AND CORNELL, DECEMBER 7, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, DECEMBER 7, 1999

O O~NOOTAWNEF

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), entitled, as
reenacted and anmended, "An act defining the liability of an
enpl oyer to pay danmages for injuries received by an enpl oye
in the course of enploynent; establishing an el ective
schedul e of conpensation; providing procedure for the

determ nation of liability and conpensati on thereunder; and

prescribing penalties,” providing for hepatitis C coverage
for firefighters and other energency personnel.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 601 of the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L. 736,
No. 338), known as the Wbrkers' Conpensation Act, reenacted and
anended June 21, 1939 (P.L.520, No.281), amended or added July
11, 1980 (P.L.577, No.121) and Decenber 7, 1990 (P.L.677,

No. 167), is anended to read:

Section 601. (a) |In addition to those persons included

within the definition of the word "enpl oye" as defined in

section 104, "enploye" shall also include:
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(1) nenbers of volunteer fire departments or volunteer fire
conpani es, including any paid fireman who is a nenber of a
vol unteer fire conpany and perforns the services of a vol unteer
fireman during off-duty hours, who shall be entitled to receive
conpensation in case of injuries received while actively engaged
as firemen or while going to or returning froma fire which the
fire conpany or fire department attended including travel from
and the direct return to a fireman's honme, place of business or
ot her place where he shall have been when he received the cal
or alarmor while participating in instruction fire drills in
which the fire departnment or fire conpany shall have
participated or while repairing or doing other work about or on
the fire apparatus or buildings and grounds of the fire conpany
or fire departnent upon the authorization of the chief of the
fire conpany or fire departnment or other person in charge or
whi | e answering any energency calls for any purpose or while
riding upon the fire apparatus which is owned or used by the
fire conmpany or fire departnment or while perform ng any other
duties of such fire conpany or fire departnment as authorized by
the municipality or while perform ng duties inposed by section
15, act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred to as the
Fire and Panic Act;

(2) all nenbers of volunteer anbul ance corps of the various
muni ci palities who shall be and are hereby declared to be
enpl oyes of such municipality for the purposes of this act who
shall be entitled to receive conpensation in the case of
injuries received while actually engaged as anbul ance corpsnen
or while going to or returning fromany fire, accident, or other
enmer gency whi ch such vol unteer anbul ance corps shall attend

including travel fromand the direct return to a corpsman's
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home, place of business or other place where he shall have been
when he received the call or alarm or while participating in
anbul ance corps of which they are nenbers; or while repairing or
doi ng ot her work about or on the anbul ance apparatus or
bui | di ngs and grounds of such anbul ance corps upon the

aut hori zation of the corps president or other person in charge;
or while answering any energency call for any purpose or while
riding in or upon the anbul ance apparatus owned by the anbul ance
corps of which they are nmenbers at any tinme or while performng
any ot her duties of such anmbul ance corps as are authorized by
the nmunicipality;

(3) nenbers of volunteer rescue and |ifesaving squads of the
vari ous nmunicipalities who shall be and are hereby declared to
be enpl oyes of such nunicipalities for the purposes of this act
and who shall be entitled to receive conpensation in the case of
injuries received while actually engaged as a rescue and
i fesaving squad nenber attending to any energency to which that
squad has been call ed or responded including travel fromand the
direct return to a squad person's hone, place of business or
ot her place where he shall have been when he received the cal
or alarmor while participating in rescue and lifesaving drills
in which the squad is participating;, while repairing or doing
ot her work about or on the apparatus, buildings and grounds of
such rescue and |ifesaving squad upon the authorization of the
chief or other person in charge; or while riding in or upon the
apparatus of the rescue and lifesaving squad and at any tine
whil e perform ng any other duties authorized by the
muni ci pal ity;

(4) volunteer nmenbers of the State Parks and Forest Program

who shall be declared to be enployes of the Conmonwealth for the
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pur poses of this act, shall be entitled to receive conpensation
in case of injuries received while actually engaged in
perform ng any duties in connection with the volunteers in the
State Parks and Forest Program

(5) Pennsylvania Deputy Gane Protectors are hereby defined
to be enpl oyes of the Comonweal th for all the purposes of this
act and shall be entitled to receive conpensation in case of
injuries received while actually engaged in the performance of
duti es as a Pennsylvani a Deputy Gane Protector whether enpl oyed
by the Gane Comm ssion or otherw se;

(6) all special waterways patrol nen are hereby declared to
be enpl oyes of the Commonweal th for all purposes of this act and
shall be entitled to receive conpensation in case of injuries
recei ved while actually engaged in the performance of their
duties as special waterways patrol nen whether actually receiving
conpensati on fromthe Pennsylvania Fish Comm ssion or not;

(7) all forest firefighters are hereby declared to be
enpl oyes of the Commonwealth for the purposes of this act and
shall be entitled to receive conpensation in case of injuries
recei ved while actually engaged in the performnce of their
duties as forest firefighters or forest fire protection enpl oyes
whi ch duties shall include participation in the extinguishing of
forest fires or traveling to and fromforest fires or while
perform ng any other duties relating to forest fire protection
as authorized by the Secretary of Environnmental Resources or his
desi gnee.

(8) Al volunteer nenbers of hazardous naterials response
teans who shall be and are hereby declared to be enployes of the
Commonweal t h agency, county, nunicipality, regional hazardous

mat eri al s organi zati on, vol unteer service organi zati on,
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corporation, partnership or of any other entity which organized
t he hazardous materials response teamfor the primary purpose of
responding to the rel ease of a hazardous material. Al such

vol unt eer menbers of hazardous materials response teans shall be
entitled, under this act, to receive conpensation in the case of
injuries received while actively engaged as hazardous materials
response team nenbers or while going to or returning from any
energency response incident or accident which the hazardous
mat eri al s response team attended, including travel from and
direct return to a team nenber's hone, place of business or

ot her place where the nenber shall have been when the nenber
received the call or alarmto respond to the energency incident
or accident; or while participating in hazardous naterials
response drills or exercises in which the hazardous materials
response teamis participating; or while repairing or doing

ot her work about or on the hazardous materials response team
apparatus or buildings and grounds of the hazardous materials
response team upon the authorization of the chief of the
hazardous materials response team or other person in charge; or
whi l e answering any enmergency calls for any purpose; or while
riding upon the hazardous materials response team appar at us
which is owned or used by the hazardous materials response team
in responding to an enmergency or drill or with the express

perm ssion of the chief of the team or while perform ng any

ot her duties of such hazardous materials response team as

aut hori zed by the Commonweal th agency, county, nunicipality,
regi onal hazardous materials organization, volunteer service
organi zati on, corporation, partnership or any other entity which
duly organi zed the hazardous materials response team

(b) In all cases where an injury which is conpensabl e under
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the ternms of this act is received by an enploye as defined in
this section, there is an irrebuttable presunption that his
wages shall be at |least equal to the Statew de average weekly
wage for the purpose of conputing his conpensation under
sections 306 and 307.

(c) \Wenever any nenber of a volunteer fire conpany,
vol unteer fire departnment, volunteer anbul ance corps, or rescue
and lifesaving squad is injured in the performance of duties in
State Parks and State Forest Land, they shall be deened to be an
enpl oye of the Departnent of Environnental Resources.

(c.1) Conpensation to persons described in subsection (a)

shall include, but not be limted to, paynent for all nedical

and ot her expenses attri butable to contracting hepatitis C whil e

engaged in the services described in subsection (a).

(d) The term "municipality" when used in this article shal
mean all cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, or townships.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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