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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1994 s

| NTRODUCED BY CHADW CK, MAJOR, BAKER, BELFANTI, CAW.EY, DEMPSEY,
DeWEESE, FAI RCH LD, FARGO, FEESE, HANNA, JADLOW EC, LEH,
LYNCH, MCALL, PESCI, SEYFERT, B. SM TH, SURRA, TANGRETTI
VAN HORNE, WLT AND YOUNGBLOOD, OCTOBER 25, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 25, 1999
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319),
entitled "An act prescribing the procedure under which an
owner may have | and devoted to agricultural use, agricultural
reserve use, or forest reserve use, valued for tax purposes
at the value it has for such uses, and providing for
reassessnment and certain interest paynents when such land is
applied to other uses and making editorial changes,"
provi ding for paynments to certain local taxing authorities to
of fset assessnents reduced under this act.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of Decenber 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319),
known as the Pennsylvania Farm and and Forest Land Assessnent
Act of 1974, is anended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 4. 3. Paynents to | npacted Local Taxi ng

Aut horities.--(a) The General Assenbly finds that although al

citizens of this Commpnweal th benefit fromthe preservati on of

open space | ands, the burden of the shifting of real property

taxes falls heavily on certain |local taxing authorities. In

order to ensure that the taxpayers of these | ocal taxing
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authorities do not bear too nuch of the burden of this act, it

is inthe public interest to nmake assi stance paynents to these

authorities fromthe General Fund, where the authorities woul d

otherwi se | ose ten percent (10% or nore of their assessed val ue

as a result of this act.

(b) A local taxing authority that neets the requirenents for

eligibility under subsection (d) nmay apply to the Departnent of

Communi ty and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent for paynent fromthe

Commpnweal th as provided in this section.

(c) For each fiscal year for which paynent under this

section is requested, an applicati on nust be subnmtted to the

Departnent of Community and Econoni c Devel opnent by April 1 on a

formprescribed by the Departnment of Conmmunity and Econonic

Devel opnent. The applicati on nust include the foll ow ng:

(1) The total of the nornal assessed values of all real

property within the jurisdiction of the |local taxing authority.

(2) The total of the nornal assessed val ues of al

properties preferentially assessed under this act within the

jurisdiction of the |ocal taxing authority.

(3) The total of the preferentially assessed val ues of al

properties preferentially assessed under this act within the

jurisdiction of the |ocal taxing authority.

(4) The real estate tax rate of the |local taxing authority

for its current fiscal vyear.

(5) Such other information as may be required by the

Departnent of Community and Econoni c Devel opnent.

If the local taxing authority fails to file the application

requi red by this subsection by the date prescribed by this

subsection, or within any extensi on granted by the Departnent of

Communi ty and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent, it shall forfeit its
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eligibility for paynent under this section for that fiscal vyear.

(d) |If the difference between the amount stated under

subsection (c)(2), |less the anount stated under subsection

(c)(3) is equal to or greater than ten percent (10% of the

anount stated under subsection (c)(1), the |ocal taxing

jurisdiction shall be eligible to recei ve paynents under this

secti on.

(e) The Commonwealth shall pay to the eligible | ocal taxing

authority for the fiscal year ninety percent (90% of the

di fference between the anpunt stated under subsection (c)(2),

| ess the anpbunt stated under subsection (c)(3), nultiplied by

the rate stated under subsection (c)(4). The data stated by the

| ocal taxing authority nust be verified by the county assessor

bef ore such paynent nmay be nmade. The Departnent of Conmunity and

Econom ¢ Devel opnent shall nmke paynent to the | ocal taxing

authorities no |later than October 1.

(f) Paynents under this section shall be funded by

appropri ations fromthe General Fund. For purposes of naking

this paynent, the Departnent of Conmunity and Econonic

Devel opnent shall make requisition in the manner prescri bed by

the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), known as "The Fi scal

Code." |If the anpbunt appropriated for purposes of this section

is insufficient to fully fund the paynents otherw se required by

this section, the paynent to each | ocal taxing authority shal

be reduced by an equal percentage.

(g) The Departnent of Conmunity and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent

shal |l promul gate such rules and requl ati ons as are necessary to

admi ni ster this section.

(h) As used in this section, the term "Local taxing

authority" neans a political subdivision having authority to
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i npose taxes on real estate.

Section 2. Wth respect to any fiscal year that includes
Decenber 31, 2001, or any fiscal year prior thereto, the
Department of Comrunity and Econom c Devel opnent may vary the
application or paynent deadlines that would ot herw se apply
under section 4.3. For this purpose, the departnent may adopt
interimregul ati ons, which shall be exenpt fromrevi ew under
section 205 of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240),
referred to as the Comonweal t h Docunents Law, section 204(b) of
the act of COctober 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the
Commonweal th Attorneys Act, and the act of June 25, 1982
(P.L.633, No.181), known as the Regul atory Review Act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2000.

| 29L53RLE/ 19990H1994B2516 - 4 -



