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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1067 =5

| NTRODUCED BY BELARDI, STABACK, BEBKO JONES, JOSEPHS, THOVAS,
GEORCE, YOUNGBLOOD, MYERS, PETRARCA, SURRA, WOJNAROSKI,
SHANER, STURLA, TRI CH SCRI MENTI, TRELLO, M COHEN, READSHAW
TI GUE, WALKO, MELI O BELFANTI, RAMOS, DelLUCA, LAUGHLI N,
HARHAI AND STEELMAN, MARCH 24, 1999

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, MARCH 24, 1999
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AN ACT

Mandati ng heal th i nsurance coverage for cancer screening
pr ogr ans.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) WMany cancer prevention and early detection prograns
are proven to be cost effective and key to reduci ng cancer
norbidity and nortality.

(2) Routine exam nation and screening prograns increase
the detection of early stage cancers.

(3) Awareness of one's proclivity to the onset of cancer
may significantly increase the chance of survival.

Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

"CGenetic test.” A test using deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
extracted froman individual's cells in order to determ ne the
presence of a genetic disease or disorder or the individual's
predi sposition for a particular genetic di sease or disorder.

"Heal th insurance policy.” Any individual or group health,
si ckness or accident policy or subscriber contract or
certificate issued by an entity subject to any one of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as
The | nsurance Conpany Law of 1921.

(2) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364),
known as the Heal th M ntenance Organi zation Act.

(3) The act of May 18, 1976 (P.L.123, No.54), known as
t he I ndividual Accident and Sickness |nsurance M ni mum
St andar ds Act .

(4) The act of Decenber 14, 1992 (P.L.835, No.134),
known as the Fraternal Benefit Societies Code.

(5 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan
corporations) or Ch. 63 (relating to professional health
services plan corporations).

(6) Medical assistance.

Section 3. Mndated coverage.

A health insurance policy which is delivered, issued for
delivery, renewed, extended or nodified in this Comonweal t h by
a health care insurer shall provide that, anong the health
i nsurance benefits applicable under the policy, the policy shal
i nclude a cancer prevention and early detection conponent that
i ncludes, but is not necessarily limted to, genetic testing. An

i nsurance conpany may not, however
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(1) Require genetic testing.
(2) Deny or revoke a policy because of genetic test
results.
(3) Increase policy prem uns based on genetic test
results.
Section 4. Delivery of policy.

If a health insurance policy provides coverage or benefits to
a resident of this Commonwealth, it shall be deened to be
delivered in this Coomonwealth within the nmeaning of this act,
regardl ess of whether the health care insurer issuing or
delivering the policy is located within or outside this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 5. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 6. Applicability.

This act shall apply to all insurance policies, subscriber
contracts and group insurance certificates issued under any
group master policy delivered or issued for delivery on or after
the effective date of this act only to residents of this
Commonweal th. This act shall also apply to all renewal s of
contracts on any renewal date which is on or after the effective
date of this act.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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