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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, providing for reports of child death

wher e abuse i s suspect ed.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 6343, 6347 and 6367 of Title 23 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are amended by addi ng
subsections to read:

8§ 6343. Investigating performance of county agency.

* * %

(c) Departnent reviews and reports.--The departnent shal

conduct child death reviews and provide witten reports on any




1 child death where child abuse is suspected and where a county

2 agency has investigated child abuse or neglect reports rel ated
3 to the child or to other children of either of the child's

4 parents or has provided protective or general protective

5 services involving the child or other children of either of the
6 child s parents. Agency performance, including, but not limted
7 to, the investigation of prior child abuse or neglect reports,
8 assessnent of risk, acceptance of the famly for services,

9 provision of services, case closure and conpliance with this

10 chapter and related requl ations, nust be analyzed in each revi ew
11 and report. An explanation regarding the nature and extent of
12 the review shall be provided in each report. This review and

13 report shall be conpleted no later than three nonths foll ow ng
14 the date of the child' s death, and a copy of each report shal
15 be housed in the appropriate Harrisburg office of the

16 departnent. This section does not preclude the departnent from
17 reviewing and providing a witten report on any child death

18 where child abuse is suspected or confirned and the agency had
19 no prior involvenent with the child or the child' s famly.
20 § 6347. Annual reports to Governor and General Assenbly.
21 * %k
22 (c) Reports on child deaths.--The departnent shall prepare
23 and transmt annually to the Governor and to the General
24 Assenbly a report on its findings and reconmendations regarding
25 its child death reviews and reports conducted under section
26 6343(c) (relating to investigating performance of county
27 agency). The annual report shall include, but not be limted to,
28 the follow ng:
29 (1) A breakdown of child deaths revi ewed versus those
30 not reviewed and a discussion explaining the |ack of reviews
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1 for sone child deaths.

2 (2) The requlatory conpliance problens identified in the
3 course of the child death reviews and a di scussion outlining
4 the actions taken by the departnent and the county agencies.
5 (3) The practice or decision-nmaking problens identified
6 in the course of the child death reviews and a di scussion

7 outlining the actions taken by the departnent and the county
8 agenci es.

9 (4) The good practice, effective decision nmaking and

10 requl atory conpliance identified in the course of the child
11 deat h reviews.

12 (5) The nunbers of license revocations, provisional

13 licenses and full licenses given to county agencies revi ewed
14 under section 6343(c).

15 (6) Recommendations for statutory change or for

16 additional legislation to fulfill the purposes of this

17 chapter.

18 8§ 6367. Reports to departnent and coroner.
19 * * %

20 (c) Reports of child death.--1n addition to the child abuse

21 report required under subsection (a), a county agency shal

22 imediately provide information to the departnment regarding its

23 involvenent with the child and with either of the child's

24 parents when a child dies and child abuse is suspected. The

25 county agency shall informthe departnent of any history of

26 protective or general protective services provided to the child

27 or to other children of either of the child' s parents by the

28 county agency under this chapter or by court order and shal

29 informthe departnent if the child was in the agency's custody

30 at the tinme of the child's death. The county agency shal

19990H0519B0543 - 3 -



provide this information in witing on forns provided by the

departnent within 48 hours of the oral report.

Section 2. The Department of Public Wl fare shall promul gate

1
2
3
4 rules and regul ations inplenenting the anendatory provisions of
5 this act.

6

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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