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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 307 5

I NTRODUCED BY CURRY, YOUNGBLOOD, DeLUCA, CORRI GAN, M CALL
TI GUE, STURLA, MELI O BELFANTI, C. WLLIAMS, LEDERER, COY,
LAUGHLI N, M COHEN, COLAFELLA, STABACK, HARHAI, RAMOS, SHANER
AND SERAFI NI, FEBRUARY 3, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 3, 1999
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AN ACT
Establishing a Statewi de fingerprinting network for |aw

enforcenent; conferring powers and duties on the Pennsyl vani a

Commi ssion on Crinme and Delinquency and t he Pennsyl vani a

State Police; establishing the Law Enforcenment Fingerprint

Net wor k Fund; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Law
Enf or cenent Fingerprint Network Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Aut onat ed systens." As defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8§ 9102
(relating to definitions).

"Central repository.” As defined in 18 Pa.C. S. § 9102

(relating to definitions).
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"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Conm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency.
"Fund." The Law Enforcenent Fingerprint Network Fund
est abl i shed in section 5.
"Network." The Law Enforcenent Fingerprint Network set forth
in sections 6 and 7.
"Net wor k equi pnent." Equi pnent necessary for the operation
of the network. The term i ncludes fingerprint machinery.
"Network participant.” A selected participant or a voluntary
parti ci pant.
"Sel ected participant.” A | aw enforcenent agency sel ected
under section 6(a) to participate in the network.
"Vol untary participant.” A local |aw enforcenent agency
whi ch el ects under section 6(c) to participate in the network.
Section 3. Comm ssi on.
The conm ssion has the follow ng powers and duti es:
(1) To administer this act.
(2) To consult with the Pennsylvania State Police and
| ocal |aw enforcenent agencies to develop a Statew de
strategy to choose, on a conpetitive basis, selected
partici pants. The sel ection process shall consider all of the
fol | ow ng:
(1) Geographical location and distribution to
facilitate key placenent of equi pnment on a regional and
St at ew de basi s.
(ii) Ability and willingness of |aw enforcenent
agencies to share network equi pnent.
(iti1) Volume of fingerprinting activity.
(iv) Volume of crime and arrest.

(v) Uilization of nmultijurisdictional agencies and
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1 regi onal consortiuns for processing crimnal information.
2 (3) To administer the fund under section 5(d).

3 (4) To submt an annual report on the network

4 partici pation under section 6 and on the status of the fund

5 to all of the follow ng:

6 (1) The Secretary of the Senate and the chairnman and
7 mnority chairman of the Appropriations Conmttee, the

8 Judiciary Conmttee and the Law and Justice Commttee of
9 t he Senate.

10 (ii) The Chief derk of the House of Representatives
11 and the chairman and mnority chairman of the

12 Appropriations Conmttee and the Judiciary Commttee of
13 t he House of Representatives.

14 (5) To pronulgate regulations to inplenment this act.

15 Section 4. Pennsylvania State Police.

16 The Pennsyl vania State Police have the foll owi ng powers and
17 duties:

18 (1) To establish, in cooperation with the comm ssion,

19 t he network.
20 (2) To maintain and operate the network.
21 (3) To submt an annual report on network operation
22 under section 7 to all of the follow ng:
23 (i) The Secretary of the Senate and the chairnman and
24 the mnority chairman of the Appropriations Commttee,
25 the Judiciary Commttee and the Law and Justice Conmittee
26 of the Senate.
27 (ii) The Chief derk of the House of Representatives
28 and the chairman and mnority chairman of the
29 Appropriations Conmttee and the Judiciary Commttee of
30 t he House of Representatives.
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Section 5. Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--The Law Enforcenent Fingerprint Network
Fund is established as a separate fund in the State Treasury.

(b) Purpose.--The fund has the foll ow ng purposes:

(1) To pay for installation of network equi pment for the

Pennsyl vania State Police and for selected participants.

(2) To pay for the purchase, including replacenent, and
installation of network equi pnent.
(3) To pay for the adm nistration of this act.

(c) Source.--The following are the nonetary sources of the

f und:
(1) Appropriations.
(2) Sale of network equipnent.
(3) Avail able Federal funds.
(4) Donations.

(d) Adm nistration.--The comm ssion shall adm nister the
f und.

Section 6. Network participation.

(a) Selected participants.--In accordance with the selection
process under section 3(2), the comm ssion shall select |aw
enforcenent agencies to participate in the network.

(b) Contract.--A selected participant nmust sign a contract
with the comm ssion containing the foll ow ng provisions:

(1) For the transfer of network equi pnent fromthe

commi ssion to the selected participant at no cost to the

sel ected participant.

(2) For the installation of network equi pnment w thout
cost to the selected participant.
(3) For nmintenance of network equi prment by the sel ected

parti ci pant.
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(4) For periodic telecomunications costs to be paid by
the sel ected partici pant.

(5) For access to the network. This paragraph includes
provisions for the selected participant to make network

equi pnent avail able to other | aw enforcenment agencies on a

24- hour basi s.

(6) For term nation of the contract upon any of the
fol | ow ng:
(i) Agreenment by the selected participant, the
commi ssion and the Pennsylvania State Police.
(ii) The expiration of three years. This
subpar agraph is subject to extensions by agreenent of the
commi ssion and the sel ected participant.

(c) Voluntary participants.--A local |aw enforcenent agency
which is not a selected participant may el ect to becone a
network participant by purchasing and maintaining its own
net wor k equi pment and notifying the conm ssion of its election.
Section 7. Network operation.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The network shall connect network
participants to the Pennsylvania State Police for the purpose of
transmtting on-line fingerprint information.

(b) Tinme periods.--The Pennsylvania State Police shal
operate the network on a continuous basis, 24 hours per day,
seven days per week, subject to reasonabl e nai ntenance needs.

(c) WMatching.--The Pennsylvania State Police shall, as
qui ckly as the technology allows, do all of the follow ng:

(1) Conpare fingerprint information sent by a network
partici pant against fingerprint information in the automated
systens and central repository.

(2) Notify the network participant of the results of the

19990H0307B0314 - 5 -



compari son.
Section 8. Appropriation.
The sum of $2, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to the

Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency for the fiscal

Enf or cenment Fi ngerprint Network Fund.

1
2
3
4
5 wyear July 1, 1999, to June 30, 2000, for deposit into the Law
6
7 Section 9. Effective date.

8

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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