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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 22 5

I NTRODUCED BY THOVAS, JANUARY 20, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON COMVERCE AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT,
JANUARY 20, 1999
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AN ACT

Prohi biting the use by banks of fingerprint imaging for the
negoti ati on of financial instrunents.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Bank." A bank, savings and | oan association, credit union
or simlar financial institutions operating under the | aws of
this Commonweal th and which offers checking accounts to the
general public.

Section 2. Fingerprint inmaging prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for a bank to require the fingerprint
i mgi ng of a custoner as a condition for the negotiation of a
check or other financial instrunent.

Section 3. Civil penalty.



A bank which violates this act shall be liable for a civil
penalty not to exceed $5,000. This penalty shall be assessed and
col |l ected by the Departnent of Banki ng.

Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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