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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 154 =&

| NTRODUCED BY HART, CONTI, EARLL, THOWPSON, SLOCUM WOZN AK,
MUSTO, BRI GHTBI LL, ARMSTRONG, WHI TE, WENGER, TOML.I NSON
MOAERY, BELL, ROBBI NS, COSTA, AFFLERBACH AND LAVALLE
MARCH 19, 1998

REFERRED TO | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS, MARCH 19, 1998
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A RESCLUTI ON

Menorial i zing Congress to abolish the so-called nmarriage tax
penal ty.

WHEREAS, Many Anericans are forced to pay nore Federal taxes
each year sinply because they are married: when a couple files
their incone tax return and they add the second incone to the
first, the lower incone or both inconmes are often subject to a
hi gher tax bracket; and

WHEREAS, The Congressi onal Budget O fice estimates that 23
mllion Anericans are affected by this marriage tax penalty
every year, with these fanilies paying an average of $1,400 per
famly in additional taxes because of the so-called marriage tax
penal ty; and

WHEREAS, This additional income tax is especially burdensone
on the working poor, as a two-incone famly making | ess than
$20, 000 nust devote a full 8%of its total income just to pay
the average narriage tax penalty; and

WHEREAS, The nmarriage tax penalty creates a fiscal



1 disincentive for marriage which can contribute to the breakdown
2 of the social and economic stability of the famly unit;

3 therefore be it

4 RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
5 nenorialize the Congress of the United States to enact

6 legislation that abolishes the marriage tax penalty; and be it

7 further

8 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

9 the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

10 nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.

C5L82JS/ 19980S0154R1815 - 2 -



