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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 502 5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, FARGO, BENNI NGHOFF, OLASZ, CALTAG RONE,
TI GUE, LEVDANSKY, SERAFI N, ClIVERA, NAILOR GODSHALL, WALKO,
WAUGH, PESCI, DALEY, SEYFERT, HENNESSEY, RUBLEY, MAJOR,
GEl ST, PLATTS, HARHAI, HARHART, TRELLO AND THQOVAS,
SEPTEMBER 16, 1998

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
SEPTEMBER 16, 1998
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to enact

| egislation to anend the Constitution of the United States to

abolish the Electoral College and to provide for the direct

el ection of the President and Vice President of the United

St at es.

WHEREAS, The El ectoral College is an archaic nmethod by which
the President and Vice President of the United States of Anerica
are elected and was created by the Franers of the Constitution
as a conprom se between el ecting presidents by Congress or by
di rect popul ar vote; and

WHEREAS, Since January 6, 1797, when Representative WIIliam
L. Smith introduced in Congress the first proposed
constitutional amendment for reformof the Electoral College
system hardly a session of Congress has passed w thout the
i ntroduction of one or nore resolutions of this nature; and

WHEREAS, The devel opnent of National political parties and

the nomi nation of tickets for President and Vice President
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created further confusion in the electoral system and

WHEREAS, The constitutional provisions governing the
sel ection of the President and Vice President have had few
defenders, and many efforts at El ectoral College reformhave
been undertaken; and

WHEREAS, In recent years, public interest in a change in the
El ectoral Coll ege systemwas spurred by the cl ose 1960 and 1968
el ections, by a series of United States Suprene Court rulings
relating to apportionnment and districting and by introduction of
t he unpl edged el ector systens in the southern states; and

WHEREAS, Since the ratification of the United States
Constitution trenendous strides in technol ogy and comruni cati ons
have occurred with the devel opnent of radio, television,
conput ers and hi gh speed data collection, that would permt an
exact count of the popular vote, all of which nust be considered
in any discussion of the value of the Electoral College; and

WHEREAS, A direct el ection canpaign would provide an
i ncentive for nore geographically and denographically diverse
canpai gns; and

WHEREAS, In a direct election each and every vote would
count, and increased voter participation would inprove the
qual ity of canpaigns at the state and | ocal |evel by encouraging
stronger candidates and a nore informed el ectorate; and

WHEREAS, The Anerican public has consistently shown through
polls that it supports abolition of the El ectoral Coll ege;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nmenorialize the Congress of the
United States to enact legislation to anend the Constitution of

the United States to abolish the Electoral College and to
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provide for the direct election of the President and Vice
President of the United States; and be it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each
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menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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