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I NTRODUCED BY O BRIEN, E. Z. TAYLOR G.ADECK, FICHTER, TRI CH
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Joint State Government Conmm ssion to ereate
ESTABLI SH a wor ki ng group conprised of individuals with
expertise in bionedical research, health care, economc
devel opnment and hi gher education to assess the |evel and
nat ure of biomedi cal research currently conducted by the
Commonweal th's universities and teaching hospitals and to
recommend speci fic anrd+ealstie actions for increasing

Pennsyl vani a' s share of Federal and private sector bionedi cal

research funding to enhance the Comonweal th's health care
systemas well as contribute to the econony.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a's academie¢ ACADEM C institutions are

recogni zed as WORLD | eaders in identifying and researching

publ i ¢ heal t h preblers—and-developihgtreatrnents—necessary—to

Hprove—the—guality—of healthecare—and PROBLEMS, AND
VHEREAS, ACADEM C Bl OVEDI CAL RESEARCH RESULTS I N A MORE

VI GOROUS Bl OMVEDI CAL | NDUSTRY W TH THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW
PROCEDURES AND MEDI CATI ONS; AND
WHEREAS, Bl OMVEDI CAL RESEARCH | NI TI ATI VES ARE VI TAL TO

MAI NTAI NI NG THE QUALI TY AND STRENGTH OF PENNSYLVANI A'S AND THE
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NATI ON' S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM AND

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania's ACADEM C institutions ef—higher
learning and bi onedi cal conpani es are—drawing WERE AWARDED nor e
than $681 million in fiscal year 1997-98 fromthe National
Institutes of Health for bionmedical research; and

WHEREAS.__Bi i cal b nitiat it al

| L I b of Lvania e healtl

eare—system—and
VHEREAS, AN | NCREASED SUPPLY OF FEDERAL AND PRI VATE FUNDI NG

WOULD SUPPORT CURRENT RESEARCH EFFORTS TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF
HEALTH CARE AND WOULD CONTRI BUTE TO THE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT OF
TH S COMVONVWEALTH THROUGH JOB CREATI ON; AND

WHEREAS, The health care industry, including ACADEM C
Bl OVEDI CAL research and teaching hospitals, plays a vital role
i n Pennsyl vani a' s econony, enploying nore than 550,000 peopl €;
and

WHEREAS, Recent downsi zing trends in the Commonweal th's
hospital s have resulted in the displacenent of merethan 2,000

thts—Conmpaveatth—through—+oeb—ereat+oen—theretore—be++ HEALTH
CARE WORKERS; THEREFORE BE I T
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1 RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the House of

2 Representatives direct the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to
3 seleet ESTABLI SH a working group to | NVESTI GATE AND report on

4 the level and nature of bionedical research currently conducted
5 by Pennsyl vani a' s uri-versities—andteaching ACADEM C hospital s
6 and how those efforts conpare to the efforts of other states;

7 and be it further

8 RESCLVED, That the f#+nal report recomend ways for the

9 Commonwealth to encourage the growth of bionmedical research; and
10 be it further

11 RESCLVED, That the f+nal report al so include specific and

12 realistie recomrendations for increasing Pennsylvania' s share of
13 Federal and private sector bionedical research funding to

14 enhance the Comonweal th's health care system and contribute to
15 the econony; and be it further

16 RESCLVED, That the working group seleeted ESTABLI SHED by t he
17 Joint State Governnment Conm ssion consist of THE PRESI DENT OF
18 THE PENNSYLVANI A AFL- Cl O WHO SHALL APPO NT TWO MEMBERS AND t he
19 presidents or a designee of the following institutions: the

20 Pennsyl vani a Chanber of Business and Industry, The Hospital and
21 Health System Associ ati on of Pennsylvani a, The Pennsyl vani a

22 State University School of Medicine and the Hershey Medi cal

23 Center, University of Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh

24 Medical Center System Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh,

25 University of Pennsylvania Health System Thonas Jefferson

26 University, Allegheny University of Health Services, Tenple

27 University School of Medicine and Tenple University Heal th

28 System Shriners Hospitals for Children in Philadel phia and

29 Erie, St. Christopher's Hospital for Children, the Children's

30 Hospital of Phil adel phia; anrdthepresident—of—thePennsyvania
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1 AFR-CG-O-shall—appeint—two—renrbers— and be it further

2 RESCLVED, That the President pro tenpore of the Senate, the

3 Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Mnority Leader of

4 the Senate and the Mnority Leader of the House of

5 Representatives shall each appoint two at-|arge conmm ssion

6 nenbers, and the CHAI RVMAN AND minority chai rman of the Public <—
7 Health and Wlfare Committee of the Senate and the CHAIRVAN AND <—
8 mnority chairman of the Health and Human Service Committee of

9 the House of Representatives shall each appoint one at-I|arge

10 nenber —and—the—chatrran—of—theSenatePublicHealth—and—Velfare <—
11 Conm-ttee—andtheechatrrmn—ot—the House o Representatives

12  Healt+h—-andHerar—Services—Conmttee—shall—eachappetnt—oene—at—

13 |large—conmm-ssion—nenber; and be it further

14 RESCLVED, That the working group report its findings and

15 recomendations to the General Assenbly as soon as possi bl e.
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