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A RESCLUTI ON

Urging participation by the Coomonwealth in the Police Corps
program

WHEREAS, The assurance of public safety is an essenti al
function of government necessary to the peaceful conduct of a
free society; and

WHEREAS, A visible and effective police presence is a proven
deterrent to crine and an aid to public safety, especially in
conmbi nation with policies and prograns enpl oying principles of
communi ty-oriented policing; and

WHEREAS, The capabilities of |ocal police agencies are
increasingly inpacted by rising rates of violent crine,
escal ati ng demand for | aw enforcenment services, and rapidly
i ncreasing costs for personnel, training and equi pnent; and

VWHEREAS, The Violent Crinme Control and Law Enforcenent Act of
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1994 (Public Law 103-322, 108 Stat. 1902) established the Police
Corps programto address violent crine by hel ping |ocal police
and sheriffs' departnments increase the nunber of officers on
comunity patrol; and

WHEREAS, The Police Corps program does this by offering
schol arshi ps on a conpetitive basis to college students who
agree to serve as police officers for at |east four years; and

WHEREAS, The Police Corps reduces | ocal costs of hiring and
training new officers and provides its participants with 16
weeks of rigorous |aw enforcenent training financed by Federal
funds; and

WHEREAS, Police departnents which hire Police Corps
participants receive an annual paynment of $10,000 for each of a
participant's first four years of service; and

VWHEREAS, Police Corps participants receive up to $30,000 for
col l ege costs and a $250 weekly stipend while training; and

WHEREAS, States that participate in the program may offer
federal ly funded educati on assi stance anmounting to $7,500 a year
to dependent children of all police officers killed in the line
of duty while serving in the state; and

WHEREAS, Seventeen states are currently participating in the
Police Corps programto train and place highly qualified nen and
wonen in the service of their municipal police departnent; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th has twi ce declined to participate
in the programwhen invited to do so by Police Corps officials;
and

VHEREAS, In the next several nonths, a newinvitation will be
extended to the Commonweal th for the com ng Federal fiscal year;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Governor
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to pronptly begin preparations to enter into the Police Corps
program and submit to the United States Departnment of Justice a

plan for its participation within the required application
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deadl i ne.
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