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A RESOLUTI ON

Amendi ng House Rul e 45.

RESCLVED, That House Rule 45 be anmended to read:

RULE 45
Powers and Duties of Standing Commttees
and Subconmmi ttees

The chai rman of each standing conmittee and subcomm ttee
shall fix regular weekly, biweekly or nmonthly neeting days for
t he transaction of business before the committee or
subconm ttee. The chairman of the commttee or subcommittee
shall notify all nenbers, at |east 24 hours in advance of the
date, tinme and place of regular neetings, and, insofar as
possi bl e, the subjects on the agenda. In addition to regul ar
neeti ngs, special neetings may be called fromtinme to tinme by
the chairman of the commttee or subcomm ttee as they deem
necessary. No conmittee shall neet during any session of the
House wi thout first obtaining perm ssion of the Speaker. During

any such neeting, no vote shall be taken on the Floor of the
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House on any anmendnent, reconmttal notion, final passage of any
bill, or any other matter requiring a roll call vote. Any
commttee neeting called off the Floor of the House shall neet
in aconmttee room In addition to the specific provisions of
this Rule 45, all provisions of the act of July 19, 1974
(P.L.486, No.175) relative to notice of neetings shall be
conplied wth.

At regularly schedul ed neetings, or upon the call of the
chai rman, or subconmttee chairman, for special neetings, the
menber shi p of such commttees shall neet to consider any bill,
resolution, or other matter on the agenda. The secretary of each
standing commttee, or in case of subconmmttees a secretary
desi gnated by the subconm ttee chairman, shall record:

(1) the mnutes of the neeting,

(2) all votes taken,

(3) aroll or attendance of nenbers at standing conmttee or
subcomm ttee neetings show ng the nanes of those present, absent
or excused from attendance, and

(4) dispatch of bills and resolutions before the comittee.
Such records shall be open to public inspection. On the first
| egi sl ati ve day of each week the House is in session, the
chai rman of each standing commttee shall submt to the Chief
Clerk for inclusion in the House Journal only, the roll or
record of attendance of nmenbers at standing commttee or
subcomm ttee neetings held prior thereto and not yet reported,
along with the record of all votes taken at such neetings. Al
reports fromstanding commttees shall be prepared in witing by
the secretary of the conmttee. Menbers of a standing conmittee
may prepare in witing and file a mnority report, setting forth

the reasons for their dissent. Such commttee reports shall be
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filed with the Chief Clerk within five days of the neeting. Al
nmeetings at which formal action is taken by a standing commttee
or subcommttee shall be open to the public, making such reports
as are required under Rule 44. VWen any nenber, except for an
excused absence, fails to attend five consecutive regul ar
nmeetings of his conmttee, the chairman of that commttee or
subcomm ttee shall notify himof that fact and, if the nmenber in
guestion fails to reasonably justify his absences to the
satisfaction of a majority of the nmenbership of the standing
committee of which he is a nenber, his nmenbership on the
conmmttee or subconmttee shall be deenmed vacant and the

chai rman of the standing conmttee shall notify the Speaker of
the House to that effect. Such vacancy shall then be filled in

t he manner prescribed by these rules.

Whenever the chairman of any standing commttee shall refuse
to call a regular neeting, then a nmgjority of the nenbers of the
standing commttee nay vote to call a neeting by giving two days
witten notice to the Speaker of the House, setting the tinme and
pl ace for such nmeeting. Such notice shall be read in the House
and the sane posted by the Chief Clerk in the House Chanber.
Thereafter, the nmeeting shall be held at the time and pl ace
specified in the notice. In addition, all provisions of the act
of July 19, 1974 (P.L.486, No.175) relative to notice of
neeti ngs shall be conplied wth.

Records, bills and other papers in the possession of
comm ttees and subcomm ttees, upon final adjournnment of the
House shall be filed with the Chief C erk.

No comrittee report, except a report of the Appropriations
Committee, shall be recognized by the House, unless the sane has

been acted upon by a majority vote of the nenbers of a standing
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committee present at a conmittee session actually assenbl ed and
nmeeting as a commttee, provided such nmajority vote nunbers at

| east 11 nenbers, and provided further a quorumis present. No
commttee report of the Appropriations Comrittee shall be
recogni zed by the House, unless the sane has been acted upon by
a majority vote of the nenbers of such commttee present at a
commttee session actually assenbl ed and neeting as a conmttee,
provi ded such majority vote nunbers at |east 14 nenbers, and
provi ded further a quorumis present.

[No proxy voting shall be permtted in conmttee, except as
provided for herein. If a menber reports to a schedul ed
commttee neeting and advi ses the chairman and ot her nenbers of
a conflicting conmttee nmeeting or other |egislative neeting
whi ch he or she nust attend, the nenber is authorized to give
the chairman or mnority chairman his or her proxy in witing
whi ch shall include witten instructions for the exercise of
such proxy by the chairman or mnority chairman during the
nmeeti ng. The menber shoul d al so advi se the chairman where he or
she can be reached. In the event the conflicting commttee
nmeeting or other legislative neeting is scheduled to convene at
the sane tinme or prior to the neeting at which a nmenber desires
to vote by proxy, such proxy shall be delivered by the nmenber in
person to the offices of both the chairman and m nority chairman
prior to, but on the sanme day as, the conflicting nmeetings.]

Menbers of standing committees and subcomittees shall not be

permitted to vote by proxy.

When the majority of the nmenbers of a standing commttee
believe that a certain bill or resolution in the possession of
the standing commttee should be considered and acted upon by

such commttee, they may request the chairman to include the
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same as part of the business of a commttee neeting. Upon
failure of the chairman to conply with such request, the
menbership may require that such bill be considered by witten
noti on nade and approved by a majority vote of the entire
menbership to which such commttee is entitled.

Whenever the phrase "mgjority of nenbers of a standing
conmittee or subconmittee"” is used in these rules, it shall nean
majority of the entire nmenbership to which a standing comrttee
or subcommittee is entitled, unless the context thereof
indicates a different intent.

To assi st the House in appraising the adm nistration of the
| aws and in devel opi ng such anendnents or related | egislation as
it may deem necessary, each standing commttee or subconmttee
of the House shall exercise continuous watchful ness of the
execution by the adm nistrative agenci es concerned of any | aws,
the subject matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such
commttee or subconmttee; and, for that purpose, shall study
all pertinent reports and data submtted to the House by the
agencies in the executive branch of the Governnent.

The Commi ttee on Appropriations shall have the power to issue
subpoenas under the hand and seal of its chairman conmandi ng any
person to appear before it and answer questions touching natters
properly being inquired into by the comnmttee, which natters
shall include data fromany fund adm nistered by the
Commonweal th, and to produce such books, papers, records,
docunents and data and informati on produced and stored by any
el ectroni c data processing systemas the conmmttee deens
necessary. Such subpoenas may be served upon any person and
shall have the force and effect of subpoenas issued out of the

courts of this Commonweal th. Any person who willfully neglects
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or refuses to testify before the cormttee or to produce any
books, papers, records, docunments or data and infornmation
produced and stored by any el ectronic data processing system
shall be subject to the penalties provided by the | aws of the
Commonweal th in such case. Each nenber of the conmttee shall
have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses
appearing before the commttee. The conmittee nmay al so cause the

deposition of witnesses either residing within or w thout the
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depositions in civil actions.
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