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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 10  *5%8°

| NTRODUCED BY M LLER, GORDNER, S. H SM TH, ARGALL, MAI TLAND
MASLAND, GEORGE, ARMSTRONG, CAPPABI ANCA, COLAI ZZO,
CALTAG RONE, LEDERER, BELARDI, G G.IOITlI, LAUGHLI N, SCHULER,
Pl PPY, THOVAS, FEESE, HUTCHI NSQON, COY, PESCI, BEBKO- JONES,
WLT, SANTONI, HERVAN, FICHTER, CHADW CK, CORPORA, MELIQ
ROONEY, NAI LOR, READSHAW HENNESSEY, DENT, HALUSKA, GODSHALL
SCRI MENTI, DALEY, DRUCE, FLEAGLE, | TKIN, ZUG CLARK
ZI MVERVAN, ROSS, RUBLEY, LYNCH, ROBINSON, LESCOVI TZ,
MENAUGHTON, CLYMER, DeWEESE, BATTI STO, C. WLLIAMS, MARSI CO
E. Z. TAYLOR PLATTS, MAJOR, B. SM TH, TANGRETTI, SHANER
TRELLO, BARD, HESS, MANDERI NO, SAI NATO, STABACK, KENNEY,
HERSHEY, MCALL, TRUE, TIGUE, JOSEPHS, ADCLPH, YOUNGBLOOD,
HARHART, DALLY, BAKER, ORI E, CEI ST, SEYFERT, RAMOS, KI RKLAND
AND BENNI NGHOFF, OCTOBER 23, 1997

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
OCTOBER 23, 1997
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the week begi nning on Novenber 17, 1997, as "Rural
Pennsyl vani a Wek. "

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly enacted Act 16 of 1987, known
as the Rural Pennsylvania Revitalization Act, which created the
Center for Rural Pennsylvania and charged it with the
adm nistration of a grants programto conduct research on
matters related to rural conditions; and

WHEREAS, The inpact of rural life upon the Cormonwealth is
denonstrated by the fact that:

(1) Pennsylvania, according to the 1990 Census, has the

nation's |argest rural population with 3,693,348 rural
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resi dents;
(2) rural residents represent 31.1%of this
Commonweal th's total popul ation; and
(3) 42 of Pennsylvania's 67 counties are predom nately
rural, seven counties are entirely rural, and only
Phi | adel phia has no rural residents;
and
WHEREAS, The vitality of Pennsylvania's rural conmunities is
evi denced by the projections of the Departnent of Labor and

I ndustry which indicate that this Comonweal th's rural

popul ation will increase by 3.2% by the year 2000 while the
Commonweal th's overall population will increase by only 0.7%
and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's farnms and rural comrunities represent
the investnent of generations in terns of homes, businesses and
facilities, as well as civic organizations, history and culture,
whi ch are inportant to Pennsylvania' s social, econom c and
cul tural well-being; and

WHEREAS, Rural areas and snall conmmunities are undergoi ng
substantial social, cultural, physical and econom c change which
varies fromplace to place; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant that the nmenbers of the General
Assenbly and ot her Commonweal th officials be kept infornmed of
t he i nmpact of these changes on this Commonweal th's rural
communities in order to assist themin dealing with the probl ens
and chal | enges created by such changes; and

WHEREAS, The Center for Rural Pennsylvania serves as the
focal point for research and rural policy devel opment within the
General Assenbly in order to pronote and sustain the vitality of

this Commonweal th's rural and small comunities; and

19970H0010R2491 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

WHEREAS, The Center for Rural Pennsylvania, as an agency of
the General Assenbly, works regularly with other Commonweal t h
agencies and with Federal, regional and conmunity organi zations
to maxi m ze resources and strategies in order to:

(1) better serve the specific needs of rural clients;

(2) seek practical solutions that will serve locally
establ i shed goal s; and

(3) preserve and nurture quality of life standards that
sustain rural Pennsylvania as a desirable place to work and
live;

and

WHEREAS, The Center for Rural Pennsylvania fulfills its
m ssi on by:

(1) awarding grants for applied research and
denonstrati on projects;

(2) maintaining a data base on rural trends and
conditions and dissemnating this information to those
enpowered to make decisions affecting rural comunities and
resi dents;

(3) producing publications to share research and proj ect
results with policymakers and | ocal community | eaders, as
wel | as the general popul ation;

(4) sponsoring workshops throughout this Commonweal th
and pronoting policy foruns at the national and State |evels;
and

(5) coordinating prograns and resources to address | ocal
needs and opportunities;

and
WHEREAS, The Center for Rural Pennsylvania will mark its 10th

Anni versary of service to the General Assenbly and the
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Conmonweal th on Novenber 17, 1997; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmenorate the
10t h Anniversary of the Center for Rural Pennsylvania by

desi gnating the week begi nning on Novenber 17, 1997, as "Rural
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Pennsyl vani a Wek. "
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