
PRINTER'S NO. 4133

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2954 Session of

1998

INTRODUCED BY WALKO, NOVEMBER 17, 1998

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES, NOVEMBER 17, 1998

AN ACT

1  Amending the act of July 29, 1953 (P.L.1034, No.270), entitled,
2     as amended, "An act creating as bodies corporate and politic
3     "Public Auditorium Authorities" in counties of the second
4     class and in cities of the second class and in cities of the
5     second class A and counties in which a city of the second
6     class A is located, singly or jointly; prescribing the
7     rights, powers and duties of such Authorities; authorizing
8     such Authorities to acquire, construct, improve, maintain and
9     operate public auditoriums; to borrow money and issue bonds
10     therefor; providing for the payment of such bonds and
11     prescribing the rights of the holders thereof; conferring the
12     right of eminent domain on such Authorities; empowering such
13     Authorities to enter into contracts, leases and licenses with
14     and to accept grants from private sources, the Federal
15     Government, State, political subdivisions of the State or any
16     agency thereof; authorizing the making of said grants from
17     bond funds or current revenues; authorizing Authorities to
18     collect rentals, admissions, license fees for the use of the
19     project; exempting the property and securities of such Public
20     Auditorium Authorities from taxation," further providing for
21     definitions and for composition of governing bodies.

22     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

23  hereby enacts as follows:

24     Section 1.  Section 2 of the act of July 29, 1953 (P.L.1034,

25  No.270), known as the Public Auditorium Authorities Law, amended

26  August 17, 1965 (P.L.352, No.186) and July 10, 1984 (P.L.706,

27  No.149), is amended to read:



1     Section 2.  Definitions.

2     The following terms, whenever used or referred to in this

3  act, shall have the following meanings, except in those

4  instances where the context clearly indicates otherwise:

5     [(a)]  The term "Authority" shall mean a body politic and

6  corporate created pursuant to this act.

7     [(b)]  The term "Board" shall mean the governing body of the

8  Authority.

9     [(c)]  The term "bonds" shall mean and include the notes,

10  bonds and other evidence of indebtedness or obligations which

11  the Authority is authorized to issue pursuant to section 5 of

12  this act.

13     [(d)]  The term "city" shall mean city of the second class or

14  a city of the second class A.

15     [(e)]  The term "construction" shall mean and include

16  acquisition and construction and the term "to construct" shall

17  mean and include to acquire and to construct, all in such manner

18  as may be deemed desirable.

19     [(f)]  The term "county" shall mean county of the second

20  class or any county in which a city of the second class A is

21  located.

22     [(g)]  The term "Federal Agency" shall mean and include the

23  United States of America, the President of the United States of

24  America and any department or corporation, agency or

25  instrumentality heretofore or hereafter created, designated or

26  established by the United States of America.

27     [(h)]  The term "improvement" shall mean and include

28  enlargement and improvement and the term "to improve" shall mean

29  and include to enlarge and to improve, all in such manner as may

30  be deemed desirable.

19980H2954B4133                  - 2 -



1     [(i)]  The term "municipality" shall mean any county, city,

2  town, borough, township or school district of the Commonwealth

3  of Pennsylvania.

4     [(j)]  The term "municipal authorities" shall mean the Board

5  of County Commissioners of the county or the council of the

6  city.

7     [(k)]  The term "persons" shall mean and include natural

8  persons.

9     [(l)]  The term "project" shall mean any structure, facility

10  or undertaking which the Authority is authorized to acquire,

11  construct, improve, maintain or operate under the provisions of

12  this act.

13     [(m)]  The term "public auditorium" shall mean any structure

14  appropriate for large public assemblies, the holding of

15  conventions, sporting tournaments, athletic contests and

16  exhibitions, musical and dramatic performances and other

17  business, social, cultural, scientific and recreational events

18  and all facilities necessary or incident thereto, including

19  provisions for adequate off-street parking. Nothing herein

20  contained shall be construed to prohibit the constructing, on

21  sites acquired adjacent to and in connection with such

22  structures and facilities, of improvements, buildings and other

23  structures for the purpose of producing revenues to assist in

24  defraying the costs of operation, maintenance, and debt service

25  of the project.

________________________________________________26     The term "sports organization" shall mean a sole

____________________________________________________________27  proprietorship, partnership, association or corporation that

_____________________________________________________________28  owns a professional sports franchise and that exhibits events

_____________________________________________29  involving that professional sports franchise.

______________________________________________________30     The term "sports project" shall mean the construction,
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__________________________________________________________1  maintenance or improvement of a place where a professional

_____________________________________________________2  sporting event is conducted by a sports organization.

3     Section 2.  Section 8 of the act is amended to read:

4     Section 8.  Governing Body.

5     A.  The powers of each Authority shall be exercised by a

_____      _________6  board composed of: (1) five permanent members, all of whom shall

7  be residents of the county organizing the Authority or the

_____8  county wherein the city organizing the Authority is located; and

____________________________________________________________9  (2) two ad hoc sports project members, both of whom shall be

___________________________________________________________10  members of an organization which is qualified under section

______________________________________________________________11  501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (Public Law 99-

_______________________________________________________________12  514, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)) and which has broad-based community

___________________________________________________________13  representation of the area within a five-mile radius of the

_______________________14  proposed sports project. The municipal authorities of the county

_________15  or the Mayor of the city shall appoint the permanent members of

16  the board, whose terms of office shall commence on the date of

17  appointment, and one of whom shall serve for one year, one for

18  two years, one for three years, and one for four years and one

19  for five years, from the January first next succeeding the date

20  of incorporation. Thereafter, whenever a vacancy has occurred or

21  is about to occur by reason of the expiration of the term of any

_________22  permanent member, the said municipal authorities or Mayors, as

_________23  the case may be, shall appoint a permanent member of the board

_________24  for a term of five years to succeed the permanent member whose

25  term has expired or is about to expire. Appointments, in the

26  case of a joint county-city authority, shall be apportioned in

_________27  the following manner: two permanent members to be appointed by

_________28  the municipal authority of the county; two permanent members to

_________29  be appointed by the Mayor of the city; and the fifth permanent

30  member to be appointed by concurring action of the municipal
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_____________1  authority of the county and the Mayor of the city. The municipal

____________________________________________________________2  authority of the county and the Mayor of the city shall each

________________________________________________________________3  appoint an ad hoc sports project member when a sports project is

________________________________________________________________4  under consideration. A sports project member shall serve until a

___________________________________________5  decision is rendered on the sports project. Members of the board

6  may be removed at the will of the appointing power, and, in the

_________7  case of a joint county-city authority, the fifth permanent

8  member may be removed at will by either of the appointing

9  powers.

_________________10     B.  [Members] Permanent members shall hold office until their

11  successors have been appointed and may succeed themselves. A

12  member shall receive no compensation for his services but shall

13  be entitled to the necessary expenses, including [travelling]

_________14  traveling expenses, incurred in the discharge of his duties. If

15  a vacancy shall occur by reason of the death, disqualification,

16  resignation or removal of a member, the appointing power shall

17  appoint a successor to fill his unexpired term.

_________18     C.  The permanent members of the board shall select from

19  among themselves a chairman, a vice-chairman and such other

20  officers as the board may determine. The board may employ a

21  secretary, an executive director, its own counsel and legal

22  staff and such technical experts and such other agents and

23  employes, permanent or temporary, as it may require, and may

24  determine the qualifications and fix the compensation of such

25  persons. Three members of the board shall constitute a quorum

______         _____________________________________26  for its normal meetings, and four members of the board shall

____________________________________________________________27  constitute a quorum for meetings to consider sports projects.

28  Members of the board shall not be liable personally on the bonds

29  or other obligations of the Authority and the rights of

30  creditors shall be solely against such Authority. The board may
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1  delegate to one or more of its agents or employes such of its

2  powers as it shall deem necessary to carry out the purposes of

3  this act, subject always to the supervision and control of the

4  board. The board shall have full authority to manage the

5  properties and business of the Authority and to prescribe, amend

6  and repeal by-laws, rules and regulations governing the manner

7  in which the business of the Authority may be conducted and the

8  powers granted to it may be exercised and embodied.

9     Section 3.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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