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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 26064 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY TRUE, GRUPPO, BLAUM EGOLF, M LLER, SANTON
STURLA, BENNI NGHOFF, STERN, CAWLEY, PHI LLIPS, BELARDI,
MASLAND, RAMOS, MUNDY, KREBS, MANDERI NO, ARGALL,
E. Z. TAYLOR PESC, SCHULER, SHANER, STABACK, NAILOR
READSHAW PETRARCA, BEBKGO- JONES, FI CHTER, TANGRETTI,
LAUGHLI N, VAN HORNE, YEWCI C, ZI MMERNVAN, HARHAI , ARMSTRONG
HENNESSEY, L. |. COHEN, ORI E, BROME, SEMMEL, LEH, YOUNGBLOOD
AND TRELLO, JUNE 3, 1998

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 3, 1998
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for court

appoi nted speci al advocates in juvenile matters.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6302 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding definitions to read:
§ 6302. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:

"CASA program"” Any |ocal court-adnm ni stered or court-

approved programthat utilizes trained citizen vol unteers

appoi nted by the court pursuant to standards adopted by the

Juvenil e Court Judges' Comm ssion to advocate on behal f of
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dependent children and al | eged dependent children i nvolved in

juvenil e court proceedi ngs.

* * %

"Court appoi nted speci al advocate" or "CASA." A trained

citi zen vol unt eer appoi nted by the court to advocate on behal f

of dependent children and all eged dependent children i nvolved in

juvenil e court proceedi ngs.

* * %

"Juvenil e Court Judges' Conmi ssion." The conm SSion as

described in the act of Decenber 21, 1959 (P.L.1962, No.717),

entitled "An act providing for the creati on and operati on of the

Juvenil e Court Judges' Conm ssion in the Departnent of Justice;

prescribing its powers and duties; and naki ng an appropriati on."

* * %

Section 2. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 6342. Court appoi nted speci al advocat es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The court, at any stage of a juvenile

court proceedi ng i nvol ving a dependent child or a child all eged

to be a dependent child, has the authority to appoint a

vol unt eer court appoi nted speci al advocate (CASA) who shal

serve until discharged by the court and whose prinary duties

shall be to obtain an understanding of the child' s situation and

needs, and to nmake recommendations to the court to assist the

court in determning a disposition that is best suited to the

protecti on and physical, nental and noral welfare of the child.

(b) Inmmunity.--Any person so appointed as a court appoi nted

speci al advocate shall be presuned prinma facie to be acting in

good faith and in doing so shall be immune fromany liability,

civil or crimnal, that otherwi se nmght be incurred or inposed.

(c) CQualifications.--Any volunteers appointed by the court
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to serve as a CASA shall neet all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Be at |least 21 years of age.

(2) Have successfully passed screeni ng requirenents,

including crimnal and child abuse hi story background checks.

(3) Have successfully conpleted the traini ng

requi renents of the | ocal CASA program pursuant to standards

devel oped by the Juvenil e Court Judges' Conmi SSi on.

(4) Renmin under the supervision of the | ocal CASA

(5) Serve at the discretion of the court, in

consultation with the | ocal CASA program director.

(d) Powers.--A CASA appointed by the court shall:

(1) have full access to and shall be provided with

copi es of any records, including those under 23 Pa.C. S. Ch.

63 (relating to child protective services) relating to the

child involved in the case to which the CASA has been

assi gned, without the consent of the child or the parent,

provi ded that the confidentiality of any such i nformati on

shall be mai ntained and that the i nformati on shall be

utilized only in the performance of assi gned duties;

(2) have full and unlimted access to any child to whose

case the CASA has been assi gnhed;

(3) be qgiven reasonable prior notice of and have the

opportunity to attend all hearings, staff neetings,

i nvestigati ons or other proceedi ngs or neetings relating to

the case of a child to which they have been assi gned;

(4) be qgiven reasonable prior notice of intent to nove

a

child fromone placenent to another placenent, or to return a

child hone, or to renpve a child fromhis or her honme, if the

child's case has been assigned to the CASA and there has been
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1 no _court approval for any such action;

2 (5) assist the court in determ ning what disposition

3 under section 6351 (relating to disposition dependent chil d)
4 or nodification thereto is best suited to the protection and
5 physical, nental and noral welfare of the child, by

6 investigating all relevant aspects of the child' s situation
7 and subnmtting reports and recommendations to the court; and
8 (6) be given reasonable prior notice of any actions

9 materially affecting the status of treatnent of a child to
10 whose case the CASA has been assi gned.

11 (e) Duties.--Any volunteer appointed to serve as a CASA

12 shall be assigned duties, consistent with standards adopted by
13 the Juvenile Court Judges' Conmi ssion, which shall include, but
14 are not limted to:

15 (1) reviewing records pertaining to the child involved
16 in the case to which the CASA has been assigned, with the

17 exception of records to which access is limted by the court;
18 (2) interview ng appropriate persons;

19 (3) nonitoring the progress of the case;
20 (4) preparing reports and making recommendations to the
21 court; and
22 (5) fulfilling assigned duties while nmaintaining the
23 confidentiality of information obtained pertaining to the
24 child' s case.
25 (f) Standards.--The Juvenile Court Judges's Conmi ssion shal
26 develop standards, in consultation with Pennsyl vani a CASA
27 programdirectors and upon consideration of standards and
28 quidelines devel oped by the National CASA Associ ation, governing
29 the qualifications, training, appointnent and duties of court

30 appoi nted speci al advocates.
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(g) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "person

shall include any director, coordinator, adm nistrator or court

section 6302 (relating to definitions).

1
2
3 appointed special advocate of any CASA program as defined in
4
5

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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