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AN ACT

Providing for screening of patients for synptons of domestic
vi ol ence; establishing the Donmestic Violence Health Care
Response Programin the Departnment of Public Welfare; AND <—
provi di ng for donestic viol ence nedi cal advocacy projects to
assist in inplenmentation of donestic violence policies,
procedures, health care worker training and hospital, health
center and clinic response to domestic violence victinms. anrd <—
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Donestic

Vi ol ence Health Care Response Act.

Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
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Conmonweal t h.

"Donestic Violence Program"™ A nonprofit organization or
program having a primary purpose of providing services to
domestic violence victins, including, but not limted to, crisis
hot Iine, safe homes or shelter, conmunity education
counseling, victimadvocacy, systens intervention and
information, transportation, information and referral and victim
assi st ance.

"Health center.” A for-profit or nonprofit health center
providing clinically related health services.

"Health clinic." A for-profit or nonprofit clinic providing
heal th servi ces.

"Hospital." A for-profit or nonprofit basic, general or
conprehensi ve hospital providing clinically related health
servi ces.

"Medi cal advocacy." The provision of education and training
for the purpose of universal screening in order to identify
victinms of donestic violence who are seeking nedi cal treatnment
for related or unrel ated reasons.

"Uni versal screening.”" The process of asking aH- patients
seeking nedical treatnent at a hospital, health center or clinic
during the course of nedical exam nations or treatnment about the
possibility of domestic violence within their relationships,
regardl ess of whether they are suspected to be victins of
donesti c vi ol ence.

Section 3. Donestic Violence Health Care Response Program

(a) Establishnent of program--There is established within
the Departnent of Public Welfare the Donestic Violence Health
Care Response Program

(b) Purpose of prograns.--The purpose of the program shal
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be to support the devel opnent of up—te—25 donmestic violence <—
medi cal advocacy projects in this Comonweal th which would

assist in the inplenmentation of donestic violence policies and
procedures as well as provide training for health care workers

to inprove hospital, health center and clinic response to

donmestic violence victins seeking nedical treatnent.

(c) Medical advocacy project sites.--The departnment shal
sel ect nedi cal advocacy project sites with representation from
urban, rural and suburban areas. To ensure the effectiveness of
the program the project sites shall not be publicized.

(d) Annual report.--Uilizing information provided under
subsection (e)(5), the departnment shall conpile an annual report
to be submtted to the chairman and mnority chairman of the
Appropriations Conmittee of the Senate and the chairnman and
mnority chairman of the Appropriations Conmttee of the House
of Representatives providing oversight of the Departnent of
Public Welfare.

(e) Program el enents.--Each donestic viol ence nedi cal
advocacy project shall:

(1) Denonstrate active coll aboration between a | ocal
comuni ty- based donestic viol ence program and the hospital,
health center or clinic participating in the project.

(2) Develop and inplenent uniformmnultidisciplinary
donestic viol ence policies and procedures which incorporate
the roles and responsibilities of all staff who provide
services or interact with victins of domestic violence,
including the identification of victins of donmestic violence
t hrough uni versal screening.

(3) Develop and inplenent a nultidisciplinary,

conpr ehensi ve and ongoi ng donestic viol ence education and

19980H2268B3979 - 3 -



1 training programfor hospital, health center or clinic

2 personnel adapted to the particular hospital's, health

3 center's or clinic's denographics, policies, staffing

4 patterns and resources. The training program shall include,

5 but is not Iimted to, identifying characteristics of

6 donestic viol ence, screening aH patients for donestic <—
7 vi ol ence, appropriately docunenting in the nmedical record and

8 offering referral services, including donmestic violence

9 resources available in the conmunity.

10 (4) Provide avail able educational materials to inform

11 victinms of domestic violence about the services and

12 assi stance avail abl e through the donestic viol ence program

13 (5) Develop formal project assessnment procedures,

14 i ncluding, but not limted to, coordinating and collecting

15 data for the evaluation of the projects and their

16 ef fectiveness in reducing the incidence of donestic violence

17 and overall health care costs, including energency room

18 cost s.

<

26 Section 5 4. FEffective date. <—

27

This act shall take effect July 1, 4998 1999, or inmmediately, <—

28 whichever is later.
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