PRINTER S N0 2313

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1841 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, DeLUCA, SURRA, STURLA, SCHULER, LEDERER
READSHAW MELI O, PESCI, BARRAR, CASORI O, CURRY, VAN HORNE,
JOSEPHS, WALKO, HERMAN, THOVAS, RAYMOND, M CALL, PI STELLA,
YOUNGBLOOD, STEELMAN, ALLEN, CORRI GAN, RAMOS, MJUNDY, ORIE,
BELARDI, CAWEY, ROONEY AND WOJNARCSKI, OCTOBER 1, 1997

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, OCTOBER 1, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), entitled, as
anended, "An act providing property tax or rent rebate and
inflation dividends to certain senior citizens, w dows,
wi dowers and permanent|y di sabl ed persons with limted
i nconmes; establishing uniform standards and qualifications
for eligibility to receive rebates and divi dends; providing
for transportation assistance grants and grants to area
agencies on aging for services to ol der persons; and inposing
duti es upon the Departnent of Revenue," further providing for
property tax assistance.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 3(7) of the act of March 11, 1971
(P.L.104, No.3), known as the Senior Citizens Rebate and
Assi stance Act, reenacted and anended Decenber 21, 1979
(P.L.570, No.131) and amended March 10, 1982 (P.L.177, No.56),
i s amended and the section is anended by adding a clause to
read:

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:
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(7) "daimant" neans a person who files a claimfor property

tax rebate or assistance to pay unpaid real property taxes or

rent rebate in lieu of property taxes and inflation dividend and
was sixty-five years of age or over, or whose spouse (if a
menber of the household) was sixty-five years of age or over,
during a cal endar year in which real property taxes, rent and
inflation costs were due and payable or was a w dow or w dower
and was fifty years of age or over during a cal endar year or
part thereof in which real property taxes, rent and inflation
costs were due and payable, or was a permanently di sabl ed person
ei ghteen years of age or over during a cal endar year or part
thereof in which real property taxes, rent and inflation costs
wer e due and payable. For the purposes of this act the term
"w dow' or "wi dower" shall nean the surviving wife or the
surviving husband, as the case may be, of a deceased i ndivi dual
and who has not renmarried except as provided in subsection (c)
and (d) of section 4 of this act. For the purposes of this act
the term "permanent|y disabl ed person" shall nean a person who
is unable to engage in any substantial gainful activity by
reason of any nedically determ nabl e physical or nental

i mpai rment whi ch can be expected to continue indefinitely,
except as provided in subsection (c) and (d) of section 4 of
this act.

* * %

(10) "Unpaid real property taxes" neans all taxes on a

honmest ead (excl usi ve of nuni ci pal assessnents, delinquent

charges and i nterest) due and payable during a cal endar year

which remain unpaid at the tine a claimfor property tax

assistance is filed with the departnent.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
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Section 5. 1. Filing of Cainm Unpaid Property Tax.--

(a) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this act to the

contrary, a claimfor assistance to pay real property taxes

whi ch were due and payabl e during a cal endar year but which

remai ned unpaid at the tine the claimis filed shall be filed

with the departnent on or before the thirtieth day of June of

t he year next succeeding the end of the cal endar year in which

such real property taxes were due and payabl e. No di sbursenent

on a claimshall be nade fromthe State Lottery Fund earli er

than the day following the thirtieth day of June provided in

this section on which that claimnay be filed with the

departnent. Only one claimant from a honestead each year shal

be entitled to property tax assi stance under this section. |f

two or nore persons are able to neet the qualifications for a

claimant, they may aqgree who the clainant shall be. |If they are

unable to agree, the departnent shall determ ne in whose nane

the property tax assi stance shall be made. A claimfor

assi stance to pay unpaid real property taxes shall be filed in

lieu of a claimfor a property tax rebate under section 5 of

this act.

(b)Y The anmpbunt of assistance for which a clai rant may be

eliqgible shall be determ ned in accordance with secti on 4 of

this act. An approved claimshall be paid fromthe State Lottery

Fund in the nane of the claimant directly to the taxing

jurisdiction.

(c) In order to facilitate the speedy i npl enentation of this

section, the Secretary of Revenue shall have the power and

authority to pronul gate, adopt and use quidelines to inpl enent

the provisions of this section. Such guidelines shall be

pronul gated in consultation with the Secretary of Agi ng and the
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Secretary of Conmmunity and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent and shal

i nclude, at |east, procedures for the subnmi ssion of clains to

the departnment by a claimant and for the paynent of approved

clains directly to the taxing jurisdiction. The qui delines shal

be published in the Pennsyl vania Bulletin. The qui delines shal

not be subject to review pursuant to section 205 of the act of

July 31, 1968 (P.L. 769, No.240), referred to as the Commpbnweal t h

Docunments Law, sections 204(b) and 301(10) of the act of October

15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the "Commpbnweal th Attorneys

Act," or the act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as

the "Requl atory Review Act,"” and shall be effective for a period

of not nore than two years fromthe effective date of this

section. After the expiration of the two-year period, the

qui del i nes shall expire and shall be repl aced by requl ati ons

whi ch shall have been pronul gated, adopted and publi shed as

provi ded by | aw.

Section 3. Section 6 of the act is anended to read:

Section 6. Proof of Caim--Each claimshall include
reasonabl e proof of household incone, the size and nature of the
property clainmed as a honestead and the rent or tax receipt, or
ot her proof that the real property taxes on the honmestead have
been paid, or rent in connection with the occupancy of a

homest ead has been paid[.] or, in the case of a clai munder

section 5.1 of this act, a copy of the unpaid tax notice. |If the

claimant is a widow, or widower, a declaration of such status in
such manner as prescribed by the Secretary of Revenue shall be

i ncluded. Proof that a claimant is eligible to receive

di sability benefits under the Federal Social Security Act shal
constitute proof of disability under this act. No person who has

been found not to be disabled by the social security
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adm ni stration shall be granted a rebate or dividend under this

act[.] or_assistance under section 5.1 of this act. A clai mant

not covered under the Federal Social Security Act shall be
exam ned by a physician designated by the departnment and such
status determ ned using the sane standards used by the soci al

security admnistration. [It] In the case of a claimfor a real

property tax or rent rebate, it shall not be necessary that such

taxes or rent were paid directly by the claimnt: Provided, That
the rent or taxes have been paid when the claimis filed. The
first claimfiled shall include proof that the claimant or his
spouse was age sixty-five or over or fifty years or over in the
case of a widow, or w dower, during the cal endar year in which
real property taxes or rent were due and payabl e.

Section 4. This act shall apply to the tax year begi nning
January 1, 1998, and each tax year thereafter

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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