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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1591 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, HESS, STERN, PH LLIPS, BELFANTI, WOGAN,
BELARDI, LUCYK, JAMES, HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS, TRELLO, STEELMAN,
MELI O AND C. WLLIAMS, JUNE 4, 1997

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 4, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for conmmunity coll eges; and
further providing for community coll ege regions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Article XIX-A of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added
July 1, 1985 (P.L.103, No.31), is anended by adding a
subdi vi si on heading to read:

ARTI CLE Xl X- A.
COVMUNI TY COLLEGES.

(a) Community Coll eges Generally.

Section 2. Section 1901-A(2) and (3) of the act, added July
1, 1985 (P.L.103, No.31), are anended and the section is anmended
by addi ng cl auses to read:

Section 1901-A. Definitions.--The follow ng words and
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phrases, as used in this article, shall, unless a different
nmeaning is plainly required by the context, have the follow ng
meani ng:

* %

(2) "Local sponsor"” shall nean a school district or a
muni ci pality or a county board of school directors or any
conbi nation of school districts, municipalities or county boards
of school directors which participate or propose to participate
in the establishnent and operation of a conmunity coll ege. The

termshall also nean two or nore conti guous counties of the

si xth, seventh or eighth classes which conbine to create a

community coll ege reqgi on for the purpose of sponsoring a

communi ty coll eqge.

(3) "Menber" of a local sponsor shall mean any schoo
district or nunicipality which alone is or with other districts
and municipalities is included in a | ocal sponsor. The term

shall al so mean any county which together with one or nore other

conti guous counties is included in a | ocal sponsor.

* * %

(11) "Community coll ege region" shall nean a comunity

coll ege | ocal sponsor conposed of two or nobre conti guous

counties of the sixth, seventh or eighth classes whi ch conbi ne

for the purpose of sponsoring a conmunity coll ege at one or nore

| ocations within those counties which is operated by an out - of -

State community coll ege.

(12) "Nonprofit educati onal foundati on" shall nean any

corporation, organi zati on, associ ati on, foundati on, joint

venture or sinilar organi zation or entity duly incorporated as a

not-for-profit corporati on under the |l aws of this Commonweal th

and whose primary nission is the pronpoti on and advancenent of
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hi gher education in areas of this Commonweal th in which there is

no i nstitution of hi gher educati on other than one sponsored by a

communi ty col |l ege reqi on.

(13) "Reqgional board of trustees" shall nean the regi onal

board of trustees of a conmunity coll ege reqi on.

Section 3. Article XIX-A of the act is anmended by adding a
subdi vi sion to read:

(b) Community Coll ege Reqi ons.

Section 1921-A. Community Coll ege Reqgi ons; Authority to

Est abli sh, Procedures.--(a) Any county of the sixth, seventh or

ei ghth class, acting through its governi ng body may by ordi nance

or resolution and pursuant to the standards and requl ati ons of

the State Board of Education and with the approval of the State

Board of Educati on conmbine with one or nore conti guous counti es

of the sixth, seventh or eighth class to constitute a conmunity

coll ege region. A community coll ege sponsored in accordance with

this section nmay be situated at one or nore | ocations w thin

such counties and nay be operated by an out-of-State conmunity

col | ege whi ch has been approved and authori zed to operate under

the applicable |laws and requl ations of its hone state and has

been approved and authorized to operate in this Commonweal th

under 15 Pa.C.S. Pt. Il, Subpt. C (relating to nonprofit

corporations); And, provided further That the out-of-State

community coll ege has total institutional accreditation fromthe

appropri ate accrediti ng agenci es recogni zed by the Feder al

Gover nnent and acceptable to the State Board of Educati on.

(b) A community college region which is forned for the

pur pose of sponsoring a conmmunity college in accordance with

subsection (a) shall submt a plan to the State Board of

Educati on in such form and contai ni ng such i nformati on as that
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board nay require requesti ng approval to sponsor a conmunity

coll ege. The plan shall specify the nane of the conmmunity

col | ege proposed to be sponsored by the community coll ege

regi on, the nane of the | ocal sponsor, the nane of the conmmunity

col |l ege regi on and the geographic area to be served by the

regi on. A copy of the contract or agreenent creating the

community coll ege reqgi on shall acconpany the plan. The pl an

shal |l include provisions allocating financial responsibility for

the community coll ege regi on subject to the policies, standards,

rules and requl ati ons of the State Board of Education. |If such

provi sions allocate financial responsibility to one or nore

nonprofit educational foundations, such foundation or

f oundations, with the approval of the State Board of Educati on,

may act as the | ocal sponsor in the operation of the conmunity

college region. If the State Board of Educati on does not approve

or di sapprove the plan within one year, the plan shall be deened

(c) A community college region shall be eligible for

rei nbursenent in accordance with section 1913-A as though the

community college it sponsors were a conmunity col |l ege sponsored

in accordance with that secti on.

(d) Unless provisions of this subarticle expressly indicate

otherwi se, all of the provisions of subarticle (a) which

specifically relate to the financi ng, nmintenance and operati on

of community colleqges shall apply to a community coll ege region.

Secti on 1922-A. Regi onal Board of Trustees; Appoi ntnent,

Term and Organi zation.--(a) The affairs of a conmmunity coll ege

regi on forned in accordance with section 1921-A shall be

adm ni stered by a reqgi onal board of trustees which shall be

appointed within sixty (60) days of the approval of the plan by
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the State Board of Educati on

(b)Y The regional board of trustees shall consist of four

per sons appoi nted by the vote of a majority of the nmenbers of

t he governi ng body of each county participating in the comunity

college region. If there is a nonprofit educati onal foundation

within a county which accepts financial responsibility for the

operation of the community coll ege reqgi on, three of the four

menbers of the regi onal board fromthat county shall be

appoi nted by the vote of a mpjority of the nenbers of the

governi ng body of that county from noni nees reconmended by the

f oundati on. One nenber of the reqi onal board shall be appoi nt ed

by the vote of a majority of the nmenbers of the governi ng bodi es

of all of the participating counties. The nenbers of the

regi onal board appoi nted by the participati ng counti es nmay

i ncl ude one nenber fromthe governi ng body of each such county.

(c) Menbers of the reqgi onal board of trustees shall be

appointed for a termof six years each, except that three of the

initial appointnents shall be nmade for a termof tw years and

three of the initial appointnments shall be made for a term of

four years. Thereafter, all nmenbers shall be appointed for a

termof six years. A regional trustee may succeed hi nsel f.

Vacanci es shall be filled for unexpired terns in the sane manner

as original appointnents by the authority responsi ble for naking

the origi nal appoi nt nent.

(d) The regional board of trustees shall annually select a

chai rperson, vice-chairperson, treasurer and secretary fromits

menbership at such tine and in such manner as it may deternine.

A mpjority of the nenbers of the regional board shall constitute

a quorum The reqgi onal board of trustees shall serve w thout

conpensati on but shall be reinbursed for their expenses actually
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1 and necessarily incurred by themin the performance of their

2 duties under this article.

3 Section 1923-A. Powers and Duties of Regional Board of

4 Trustees.--(a) Subject to any policies, standards, rules or

5 regulations of the State Board of Education, the powers and

6 duties of the regional board of trustees shall be:

7 (1) To enter into, in the nane of the comunity coll ege

8 region, any contract or agreenent deened necessary or

9 appropriate for the effective operation of the comunity coll ege
10 region, including:

11 (i) Contracts for services with schools, colleges or

12 universities, or with school districts or nunicipalities, to

13 effectuate the purposes of this subarticle; and

14 (ii) Contracts with nonprofit corporations organized by

15 officers, enployes, alumi or students of the community coll ege
16 for the furtherance of the objects and purposes of the conmunity
17 college.

18 (2) To accept and receive gifts of real and personal

19 property and Federal, State and | ocal noneys and grants, and to
20 expend the sane.
21 (3) To submit to the State Board of Education for its
22 approval any proposed anendnents to the regional comunity
23 college plan.
24 (4) To adopt an_annual budget of the community coll ege
25 reqgion and to certify to the governing bodies of all counties
26 appointing nenbers to the regional board and, when applicable,
27 the nonprofit educational foundation or foundations the
28 respective proportionate share of the capital and operating
29 costs required to be raised by each county and each nonprofit

30 educational foundation.
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(5) To supervise the expendi ture of appropriati ons made by

the | ocal sponsor and conduct the business affairs of the

community coll ege reqgion in accordance with the rul es,

requl ati ons and procedures approved by the | ocal sponsor.

duties as are necessary to carry into effect the purposes of

this subarticle.

1
2
3
4
5 (6) To exercise such other powers and perform such ot her
6
7
8

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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