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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,

as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,” providing for optional
form of government for counties of the second cl ass.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known

as the Second C ass County Code, is anmended by adding an article

to read:

Article | V-A

Opti onal Form of Gover nnent

for Counties of the Second C ass

(a) Prelimnary Provisions

Secti on 401- A Legi sl ative Intent.--The General Assenbly

finds as foll ows:

(1) A county executive and a county council, separately

el ected, would give citizens nore i nput in governnent

operati ons.
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(2) The creation of a county council and el ected executive

woul d provi de checks and bal ances for second class counti es.

(3) Pernmtting an optional form of governnent as an

alternative to the conmi ssi oner system woul d provi de an

opportunity for change for the residents of second cl ass

counti es.

(4) The formation of an el ected executi ve and an el ect ed

council would facilitate the devel opnent of a netropolitan form

of governnent in second class counti es.

(5) The el ected executive and county council woul d foster

cooperati ve econoni ¢ devel opnent initiatives and job creation

anong the nunicipalities in second class counti es.

(6) The creation of a county council and el ected executive

woul d i ncrease the accountability of the second cl ass county

governnent to the peopl e.

(7) People should have every opportunity to effectuate real

change when they believe it is necessary w thout having to go

t hrough the cunbersone and conpl ex procedures under the act of

April 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62), known as the "Hone Rule Charter

and Optional Plans Law. "

Secti on 402- A Definitions.--As used in this article the

term"council" neans the county council of a second cl ass

Secti on 403- A Procedure. --The questi on of whether a county

of the second cl ass shall adopt the optional form of gover nnent

under this article may be brought before the regi stered el ectors

of the second cl ass county by either:

(1) the governi ng body of a county of the second cl ass

adopti ng an ordi nance pursuant to secti on 405-A; or

(2) the registered electors presenting a petition pursuant
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to section 406-A

Secti on 404- A Ref er endum - - The question to be presented to

the regi stered el ectors of the second class county shall be in

the followi ng form

"Shall the optional form of governnent contained in

Article I V-A of the Second C ass County Code provi di ng

for a separately el ected county executive and county

council| be adopted by the county of "

Secti on 405-A. Odinance.--(a) The governi ng body of a

county of the second cl ass shall have the power and nmay adopt an

ordi nance providing for the subm ssion of the question in

section 404-A to the regi stered el ectors of that second cl ass

(b)Y The ordi nance shall contain the question in the form

prescri bed in section 404-A, the date of the el ection at which

the question will be presented and, at the option of the

governi ng body, an interpretative statenent to acconpany the

(c) Wthin five days of the adopti on of an ordi nance under

subsection (a) the chief clerk of the county shall certify and

file a copy of the adopted ordi nance to the county board of

el ecti ons.

(d) The county board of el ections, upon receipt of the

certified copy of the adopted ordi nance, shall cause the

question to be placed on the ballot at the el ection specified in

the ordi nance, or first election held sixty days after the

county board of el ections receives the ordi nance, whi chever

el ection occurs |later. The subm ssion of the question and the

conduct of the election shall be in conformty with the

provi sions of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
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as the "Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code."

Secti on 406-A. Petition.--(a) The regi stered el ectors of a

county of the second class shall have the power and nay present

to the county board of elections a petition which neets the

requi renents of this section and requests that the questi on set

forth in section 404-A be subnitted to the reqgi stered el ectors

of that county.

(b)Y The petition shall be circul ated as prescribed in

subsection (c), shall be signed by at | east five per centum (5%

of the reqgistered electors who voted for the Ofice of Governor

in the | ast gubernatorial general election in that county and

shall indicate that the governi ngq body has recei ved that

(c) A referendumpetition under this section shall be filed

not later than the thirteenth Tuesday prior to the el ecti on, and

the petition and the proceedi ngs therein shall be in the manner

and subject to the provisions of the election | aws which rel ate

to the signing, filing and adjudi cati on of nom nati on petitions

i nsofar as such provisions are applicable, except that no

referendum petition shall be signed or circulated prior to the

twentieth Tuesday before the election nor |ater than the

thirteenth Tuesday before the el ection.

Section 407-A. Optional Form Effective. --Wenever the

legally qualified voters of any county of the second class by a

majority of those voting on the question vote in favor of

adopti ng the opti onal form of governnment provided for in this

article, that optional form of governnent shall take effect on

the day following the expiration of the termof the county

commi ssioners holding office on the date of the adopti on of the
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Secti on 408-A. Resubm ssi on of Question.--The guesti on set

forth in section 404-A shall not be subnmitted to the regqgistered

el ectors of a county of the second class nore than once i n any

f our -year peri od.

Secti on 409- A Resci ndnent of Adoption.--(a) Wenever the

legally qualified voters of any county of the second cl ass have

adopted the optional form of governnent provided for in this

article, that optional form of governnent may be abolished in

accordance with the sane procedures, conditions and restrictions

applicable to the adoption of the optional form of governnent as

set forth in sections 403-A, 405-A, 406-A, 407-A and 408-A.

(b)Y The question of abolishing the opti onal form of

governnent set forth in this article nay not be subnmtted to the

regi stered electors of a county of the second class until at

| east four years after the optional form of governnent has been

in effect.

(c) The qguestion to be presented to the reqgi stered el ectors

of the second class county shall be in the foll owing form

"Shall the optional form of governnent contained in

Article IV-A of the Second C ass County Code adopted

by the county of be aboli shed and t he

county return to a conni ssion form of gover nnent ?"

Secti on 410-A. | nconsi stency. --The provisions of this

article if adopted shall control in the event of any

i nconsi stency between this article and any other provision of

this act.

Section 411-A. Ref erences to Governi ng Body. --Any reference

in this act to county conmni ssioners or board of county

conmi ssioners or a sinlar reference to the governi ng body of a

county of the second class when referring to a | egi sl ative
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function shall be deened to be a reference to the council in a

second cl ass county and, when referring to an executive

function, shall be deened to be a reference to the county

executive in a second class county.

Secti on 412-A. Hol di ng of Ofice.--Any person hol di ng

el ective office under this act shall continue to hold such

office until the expiration of the termthereof, subject to the

conditions and salary attached to such office prior to the

passage of this article.

Section 413-A. Oher Elected Oficers.--The provisions of

this article shall not alter, dimnish inpair or in any way

affect the powers and duties of any elected officer of a county

of the second cl ass except for the powers and duties of the

county conm ssioners. Wienever the leqgally qualified voters of

any county of the second class by a najority of those voti ng on

the question vote in favor of adopting the optional form of

governnent provided for in this article, the elected officers of

the county of the second cl ass, other than the county

conmmi ssi oners, shall continue to exercise all of the powers and

to performall of the duties of their office as provided in this

act and other acts of the General Assenbly.

(b)Y County Counci

Secti on 420-A. Menbership.--(a) The | eqgislative branch of

t he government of a second cl ass county shall consist of an

el ected body which shall be known as the council. The council,

when | awfully convened, shall constitute the | eqgislative,

appropriati ng and policy-determ ni ng body of the county.

(b)Y Al council authority shall be asserted by the counci

as an integral body. No individual nenber of council shall have

any authority under this article unless such authority is
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del egated by this article or by council acting as a body.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this article, the

council shall have and exercise all powers and duti es now or

hereafter conferred or inposed on the council by this article or

by applicable | aw. The council shall have, but not by way of

limtation, the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To nmke appropriations, incur indebtedness and adopt the

annual budget.

(2) To adopt, anend and repeal an adm nistrati ve code.

(3) To create, alter, conbine and abolish county departnents

under the jurisdiction of the county executive, adm nistrative

units, boards, authorities and conm ssions and to prescri be the

functi on of each.

(4) To levy taxes. The cost of all general services rendered

by the county to the entire county shall be a charge agai nst the

entire county and the cost of each special service rendered by

the county to one or nore municipalities or service districts

within the county shall be a charge agai nst the nunicipalities

or special districts or the taxpayers or taxable real property

t her eof .

(5) To fix the amount of bonds of county officials and

enpl oyes the prem uns of which are to be paid from county funds.

(6) To adopt by resolution all necessary rul es and

requl ations for its conduct and procedure.

(7)) To nmke or cause to be nmade studi es and i nvesti gati ons

as it deens to be in the best interest of the county, including

studi es or investigations of the county executive offices and

ot her county departnents, adm nistrative units, agenci es or

other offices under the control of the county executive.

(8) To nmke provisions for any matter of county gover nnent
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not otherw se provided for, including, but not restricted to,

any necessary matter involved in the transition to the form of

gover nnent under this article.

Section 421-A. Conposition and Terns.--(a) There shall be a

council of thirteen nenbers. The county shall be divided into

el even conpact and conti guous districts as nearly equal in

popul ati on as practi cabl e and one nmenber of council shall be

el ected fromeach district. Two additi onal nenbers of counci

shall be elected at |large by the regi stered el ectors of the

county of the second cl ass.

(b)Y County council el ections shall be conducted at the

muni ci pal el ecti on next preceding the expiration of the terns of

the county conmi ssioners then in office and, thereafter, at the

muni ci pal el ecti on next preceding the expirati on of the term of

a county council nenber. Except as provided in subsection (c),

county council nenbers shall hold office for a term of four

vears fromthe first Monday of January next after their

el ecti on.

(c) The persons elected in the first elections for county

council under this article shall hold office for the foll ow ng

(1) Those elected at |arge and those el ected from odd-

nunbered districts shall hold office for a termof four years

fromthe first Monday of January next after their el ection.

(2) Those el ected from even-nunbered districts shall hold

office for a termof two years fromthe first Monday of January

next after their el ection.

Section 422-A. Council Districts Established.--The initi al

council districts shall be as foll ows:

(1) District 1. Part of the Township of Penn Hlls
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consi sting of Ward 1; part of the City of Pittsburgh consi sting

of all of Wards 1, 2, 3, 5, 12, 13 and 21 and part of the Cty

of Pittsburgh consisting of Ward 4, precincts 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9,

10, 11, 12 and 18; Ward 7, precincts 1, 3, 4, 13 and 14; Ward 8,

precincts 3, 4, 5, 7, 8 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13; Ward 10,

preci ncts 12, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19; Ward 11, precincts 2, 3, 4,

5, 6, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18; Ward 14, precincts 12 and 13; \Ward

22, precincts 1, 2 and 3; Ward 25, precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and

6; Ward 26, precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 and 10; and part of the

Bor ough of W1 ki nsburg consi sting of Ward 1, precincts 1, 2, 3,

4. 6 and 7; Ward 2, precinct 4; Ward 3, precincts 3, 4, 5 and 6.

(2) District 2. Al of the Borough of M. diver; part of

the Gty of Pittsburgh consisting of all of Wards 15, 16, 17,

18, 30 and 31; part of the Cty of Pittsburgh consisting of Ward

4. precincts 2, 5, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 19; Ward 7,

precincts 2, 5, 6, 7, 8 9, 10, 11 and 12; Ward 14, precincts 1,

2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,

38, 39, 40 and 41; Ward 29, precincts 1, 2, 3, 8, 11 and 12.

(3) District 3. Al of the Township of Baldwin; all of the

boroughs of Crafton, Dornpnt, Green Tree, |ngram MKees Rocks,

Rossl yn Farns and Thornburqg; part of the City of Pittsburgh

consisting of all of Wards 19, 20, 28 and 32; part of the Cty

of Pittsburgh consisting of Ward 27, precincts 4, 6, 10, 11, 12

and 13; Ward 29, precincts 4, 5, 6, 7, 9 and 10.

(4) District 4. Al of the boroughs of Bethel Park,

Br ent wood, Castl e Shannon and Whitehall. Al of the townshi ps of

M. Lebanon and Upper St. Cair.

(5) District 5. Al of the boroughs of Bell Acres, Ben

Avon, Ben Avon Hei ghts, Bradford Wods, Edgeworth, Ensworth,
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Franklin Park, denfield, Haysville, Leetsdale, MII val e,

Osborne, Sew ckl ey, Sew ckley Hei ghts and Sewickley Hlls. All

of the townshi ps of Al eppo, Hanpton, Kilbuck, Leet, NMarshall,

McCandl ess, Chi o, Pine and Shal er.

District 6. Al of the boroughs of Bl awnox, Churchill,

Edgewood, Forest Hills, Mnroeville, Sw ssvale and Verona. All

of the township of WIlkins. Part of the Township of Penn Hlls

consisting of all of Wards 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. Part of

t he Borough of W1 ki nsburg consi sting of Ward 1, precinct 5;

Wward 2, precincts 1, 2, 3 and 5; Ward 3, precincts 1 and 2

(7)) District 7. Al of the boroughs of Aval on, Bell evue and

West View. All of the townshi ps of Reserve and Ross. Part of the

City of Pittsburgh consisting of all of Wards 6, 9, 23 and 24.

Part of the City of Pittsburgh consisting of Ward 8, precincts

1, 2 and 6; Ward 10, precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,

11, 13 and 14; Ward 11, precincts 1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13;

Ward 22, precinct 4; Ward 25, precinct 7; Ward 26, precincts 5,

6, 8 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17; Ward 27, precincts 1, 2,

3, 5, 7, 8 and 9.

(8) District 8 Al of the boroughs of Bridgeville,

Car negi e, Coraopolis, Heidel berg, McDonal d, Oakdal e and

Pennsbury Village. Al of the townships of Collier, Crescent,

Fi ndl ay, Kennedy, Mbon, Neville, North Fayette, Robi nson, Scott,

South Fayette and St owe.

(9) District 9. Al of the boroughs of Aspi nwall,

Brackenri dge, Chesw ck, Etna, Fox Chapel, Gaknpont, Plum

Shar psburg, Springdal e and Tarentum All of the townshi ps of

East Deer, Fawn, Frazer, Harnmar, Harrison, |ndiana, O Hara,

Ri chl and, Spri ngdal e and West Deer.

(10) District 10. Al of the boroughs of Braddock, Braddock
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Hlls, Chalfant, East MKeesport, East Pittsburgh, Eli zabeth,

d assport, Liberty, Lincoln, North Braddock, Pitcairn, Port Vue,

Rankin, Trafford, Turtle Creek, Versailles, Wall, West

Eli zabeth, Wiite Gak and Wl nerding. Al of the townshi ps of

Eli zabeth, Forward, North Versailles and South Versailles. Al

of the City of MKeesport.

(11) District 11. Al of the boroughs of Bal dw n,

Dr avosbur g, Honestead, Jefferson, Munhall, Pleasant Hills, West

Honest ead, West Mfflin and Whitaker. Al of the Townshi p of

South Park. Al of the cities of Cairton and Duquesne.

Secti on 423-A. Menber s- At - Large. -- Two nmenbers of county

council shall be elected at |arge by the reqgi stered el ectors of

the county of the second class. To the extent not inconsistent

with this section, they shall be elected in the sane manner as

jury conmi ssioners as provided in this act and the act of June

3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the "Pennsyl vani a El ecti on

Code." The two persons el ected at | arge as county counci

menbers shall not be of the sane political party. The candi date

for the office who receives the hi ghest nunmber of votes shall be

one of the at | arge nenbers of county council, and the other at

| arge nenber shall be that candi date not bei ng of the sane

political party as the first who recei ves the next hi ghest

nunber of votes.

Secti on 424-A. Reapporti onnent of Districts.--Wthin three

nmont hs after the publication of the results of each decenni al

census of the population of the United States, the judges of the

court of common pleas shall evaluate the council districts for

equity and representation in relation to popul ati on based upon

t he new census and shall establish, by majority vote, the

boundari es of such districts. Prior to establishing such
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boundari es, the judges of the court of commpn pleas shall hold

at | east one public hearing on the subject. Any person aqgri eved

by the action of the judges of the court of commopn pl eas nay

appeal the action to Conmmbnweal th Court.

Secti on 425-A. Prohi bitions.--(a) Menbers of council,

during their termof office, shall not hold any other county

office or county enpl oynent.

(b)Y Menbers of council, during their termof office, shal

not hold any other el ective public office for which a sal ary,

conpensation or enolunent is paid or received.

(c) Menbers of council shall not serve as a paid consultant

for and with the county governnent during their current term of

office and for a period of at | east one year foll ow ng the

expiration of their term

Secti on 426-A. Internal Affairs.--(a) The council shal

organi ze within the first ten days of January of each year. The

council, at this organi zati on nmeeting, shall elect fromits

menbership a president and a vice president. The president, or

in the absence of the president, the vice president shal

presi de and vote at all neetings of the council.

(b)Y The council, by resolution, shall adopt rul es of

procedures for its nmeetings. These rules shall be assigned to

assure full and equal participation in the deliberations of the

council by all of its nenbers and shall not be subject to veto

by the county executi ve.

(c) A nmpjority of the nenbers of the council shal

constitute a quorum except as otherwi se provided in this

article. The council shall conduct business only in the presence

of a quorum

(d) Meetings of the council shall be open to the public and
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public notice of all neetings shall be given.

(e) The council shall convene in reqular neeting not |ess

than once a nonth at such tine and place as the council may

prescri be, except as otherwi se provided in this article.

(f) Special neetings may be held at the call of the

presi dent of the council.

(g) The president shall call a special neeti ng whenever so

requested in witing by any seven nenbers of the council. |If the

president fails or refuses to call such special neeting, then

such special neeting shall be called by the vice president or

county clerk upon receiving a witten request for such speci al

meeti ng si gned by seven nenbers of the council.

(h) At |east seventy-two hours prior to a regul ar neeti ng of

the council, an agenda, as prepared by the county clerk, shal

be nade avail able for public inspection.

(i) Al reasonabl e opportunity shall be nmde avail abl e for

menbers of the public to address the council on matters of

concern. The council shall, by resol uti on, adopt procedures for

such public participation.

(j) (1) Neither the council nor any of its conmttees or

menbers shall direct or reqguest any elected official to appoint

any person to, or renpve any person from an office or position,

or in any nmanner take part in the appoi ntnent or renoval of

officers or enployes in the adm ni strati ve service of the county

who are subject to the jurisdiction of such el ected officials.

(2) Neither the council nor any menber shall give, publicly

or privately, orders to, or in any way interfere with the work

or duties of, any adnministrative officer or enpl oye under

jurisdiction of the county executive or other el ected officials.

Secti on 427-A. Legi sl ation.--(a) Al actions of the counci
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shall be taken by the adopti on of an ordi nance or resol ution or

by notion. Al |egislation shall be enacted by the adopti on of

an ordi nance. All ordi nances and resol utions nust be in witten

formand enacted only after reasonabl e notice, except as

otherwi se provided in this article. All final action in adopting

ordi nances and resol utions shall be by roll call vote and the

vote of each nenber of council shall be entered in the record of

t he neeti ng.

(b) In addition to any other action required by |aw or by

this article to be taken by ordi nance, those actions of the

council shall be by ordi nance whi ch:

(1) Adopt or anend an adnmi ni strati ve code.

(2) Establish, alter or abolish any county depart nent,

office or agency. Provided, however, that this article shall not

be deened to enpower county council to abolish any el ective

county office.

(3) Provide for a fine or other penalty or establish a rule

or reqgulation for violation of which a fine or other penalty is

(4) Levy taxes.

(5) Establish, alter or abolish rates charged for any

servi ce supplied by the county.

(6) Anend or repeal any ordi nance previously adopted.

(7) Adopt the annual budget.

(8) Establish the conpensati on of council nenbers, the

county executive and other elected officials in accordance with

sections 440-A and 401. 1.

(9) Establish the conpensati on of appoi ntees as required by

the provisions of this article.

(c) Al ordinances wherein taxes are |evied, before being
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adopted by the council, shall be read at | east once in each of

two separate neetings of the council.

(d) The action of a majority of the nmenbers of the council

present and entitled to vote shall be bi ndi ng upon and

constitute the action of the council. However, a najority vote

of the entire council shall be required:

(1) To nmke appropriations, incur indebtedness and adopt the

(2) To adopt, anend and repeal an adm nistrati ve code.

(3) To create, alter, conbine and abolish county departnents

under the jurisdiction of the county executive, adm nistrative

units, boards, authorities and conm ssions and to prescri be the

functi ons of sane.

(4) To |levy taxes, subject, however, the foll ow ng:

(i) the cost of all general services rendered by the county

to the entire county shall be a charge against the entire

county:; and

(ii) the cost of each special service rendered by the county

to one or nore nunicipalities or service districts within the

county shall be a charge agai nst such nunicipalities or service

districts on the taxpayers or taxable real property thereof.

(e) (1) Upon the passage of any ordi nance or resol uti on by

the council, except as otherwi se provided in this article, the

county executive, within three days after passage, shall receive

a witten copy of the ordi nance or resol ution for approval or

veto. Wthin fourteen days after receipt, the county executive

shall return the ordi nance or resolution to the council with an

approval or with a witten statenment expl aining the reasons for

vetoing the sane. The council, within thirty days after

receiving the veto, nmay overide the veto by the affirmati ve vote
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of at | east nine of the nenbers of the council.

(2) If, within fourteen days after the recei pt of an

ordi nance or resolution, the county executive fails to return it

ei ther approved or vetoed, it shall be deened to be adopted as

t hough approved and si gned by the county executi ve.

(f) The council shall have the power to repeal or anend any

ordi nance in the sane nmanner as provided herein for its original

adopti on and until any ordi nance is repeal ed or anended it shal

remain in force or effect.

(g) Al ordinances resol uti ons and ot her proceedi ngs of the

council shall be entered in the record books of the county. The

record books shall be open and avail able for public inspection

at reasonabl e hours. These books shall be in custody and control

of the county cl erk.

(h) After an ordi nance has been finally adopted, notice of

its adopti on shall be published at | east once in one newspaper

circulating generally within the county, and, except as

otherwi se provided in this article, every adopted ordi nance

shal|l beconme effective on the date specified in the ordi nance.

(i) The council, in the county adm ni strati ve code shal

provide for the establi shnent and procedure for the adopti on of

requl ar ordi nances and ener gency ordi nances.

(j) Wthin two years after the adoption of this article and

at |l east every four years thereafter, the council shall provide

for the general codification of all county ordi nances and

resol uti ons having the force and effect of |aw. The general

codi fication shall be approved by the council by resol uti on, and

this codification and such adnmi ni strati ve codes and ot her rul es

and reqgul ati ons as the council may specify shall be published

pronptly. Copies of this conpilation shall be nmade avail able in
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sufficient quantities and be placed in libraries and nuni ci pal

of fi ces throughout the county.

Section 428-A. County Council Staff.--(a) There shall be a

county cl erk appoi nted by the council who shall:

(1) Prepare an agenda for all neetings.

(2) Gve due notice of the tine and pl ace of the counci

meetings to council nenbers and to the public.

(3) Keep the journal of council proceedi ngs.

(4) Prepare for the council any required publication of

noti ces, ordi nances, resol utions or charter anendnents.

(5) WMaintain and make avail able for public i nspection an

i ndexed file containing copi es of every adopted ordi nance,

resolution, rule, requlati on and code of reqgul ati ons and every

adopt ed anendnment or nodification of any of the foreqoing.

(6) Performthe duties assi gned himby any of the provisions

of this article.

(7) Performsuch other duties as the council may prescri be.

(b)Y The council may appoi nt ot her personnel as staff

menbers, to assist the council in its |eqislative functions and

establish their sal ari es.

Secti on 429-A. I nqui ries and | nvesti gati ons. --The counci

may inquire into and i nvestigate the affairs of the county, the

conduct of the county executive's office and any county

departnent, adm nistrative unit, agency, board, conm ssion,

authority or office under the control of the county executive.

For this purpose, council, upon request by at | east seven

menbers of the council, nay subpoena w tnesses, adm ni ster

oaths, take testinony and require the producti on of evidence.

(c) County Executive

Secti on 430-A. Nature and Title.--The executive branch of
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t he governnment of a county of the second cl ass shall be vested

in and adni ni stered by an el ective executive, hereafter known as

the county executive, who shall be the chief executive and

admi ni strative officer of the county.

Section 431-A. Term and El ecti ons. --The county executive

shall be elected at |large by the qualified voters of the second

class county at the nunicipal el ection next precedi ng the

expiration of the terns of the county conni ssioners then in

office or the termof the county executive then in office, and

quadrennially thereafter and shall hold office for a term of

four yvears fromthe first Monday of January next after his

el ecti on.

Secti on 432-A. Prohi biti ons. --The county executive shal

devote full time to the office, shall hold no other el ective

public office nor hold any other county office or county

enpl oynent for which a salary, conpensati on or enolunent is paid

or received. In addition, the county executive shall not serve

as a paid consultant for and with the county governnent during

that current termof office and for a period of at | east one

vear following the expiration of that term

Secti on 433-A. Absence or Incapacity.--In the event of

t enporary absence or incapacity, a nenber of one of the county

departnents, previously designated by the county executive as a

substitute and confirned as such by a mpjority vote of the

council, shall serve as the acting executive. The acting

executive shall have all the powers and duties of the county

executi ve.

Secti on 434-A. Powers and Duties.--The county executive, in

addition to any other powers and duties provided in this article
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(1) Supervise, either directly or through subordi nate

enpl oyes, the adnministration of all county departnents,

admi ni strative units, boards, comm ssions, authorities and

agenci es, except as otherw se provided by this act.

(2) Execute and enforce the provisions of this article and

all ordi nances and resol uti ons of the council.

(3) Exercise the power to veto as set forth in this article.

(4) Appoint, suspend or renpve any county enpl oye, under his

jurisdiction, except as otherw se provided by this act.

(5) Prepare and subnit to the council the annual operating

budget and the capital inprovenent budget of the county.

(6) Assure that the laws of this Commonwealth relating to

the affairs and governnent of the county are duly executed and

enf or ced.

(7)) Present to the council formtinme to tine such

i nformati on concerni ng the business and affairs of the county as

the county executive may deem necessary, or as the council by

resol uti on may request and recommend such neasures for

| egi sl ative action as nay be in the best interest of the county.

(8) Except as otherwi se provided in this act, to sign or

cause to be signed on the county's behalf all deeds, contracts

and other instrunents, including those which prior to the

adoption of this article required the signature of the chairnman

or any ot her nmenber of the board of conmi ssi oners.

(9) Appoint and dissolve fromtine to tine voluntary

commttees of citizens to assist and advi se the county executive

as to i ssues and natters pertaining to the county.

(10) Appoint and renove the county solicitor, public

def ender and directors of adm nistrati on, personnel and fi nance.

(11) Appoint and renove nenbers of boards and conmm SSi ons
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except as otherwi se provided by this article.

(12) Appoint and renove nenbers of county authorities but

only with the advi ce and consent of the council.

(13) Be responsible for the negoti ati on of | abor rel ati ons

agreenents, subject to ratification by the council.

(14) Prepare and subnit to the council each year a current

three-year plan for all functions of county governnent,

including, but not linmted to, matters of budget, capital

i mprovenent, prodgram and per sonnel .

(15) Have the power to veto or reduce individual itens in

t he budget and appropriati on ordi nances. Each itemor itens not

vetoed or reduced shall becone | aw and each itemor itens

vet oed or reduced shall be subject to the sane procedure as any

ot her ordi nance vetoed by the county executi ve.

(16) Wiere an applicable | aw prescri bes that one county

commi ssi oner be a nenber of an authority, board or conmi ssion,

occupy such position unless this article provides to the

(17) Have all necessary incidental power to perform and

exerci se any of the duties and functions as set forth in this

article or lawfully del egated to the county executi ve.

(d) Conpensati on and Vacanci es

Secti on 440-A. Conpensation of Elected Oficers.--(a) The

m ni num annual sal aries under this article of the county

executi ve and council persons of counties of the second cl ass

shall be as foll ows:

(1) County Executive $90, 000.

(2) County Council Menbers $45, 000.

(b)Y The county council of counties of the second cl ass shal

have the power to fix the salary of all county officers governed
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by the provi sions of subsection (a) and section 401.1.

(c) The county council of counties of the second cl ass shal

not reduce the salary of any county officer bel ow the anbunt set

forth in subsection (a) or section 401.1.

Section 441-A. Authorities, Boards and Conm ssions. --(a)

VWhere any applicable provision of this act or other applicable

law, including, but not linmted to, those enunerated in

subsection (b), provides that the board of county conmni SSi oners

be nenbers of an authority, board or conmmi ssion, such positions

shal|l be occupi ed by the county executive and the county counci

menbers el ected at | arqge.

(b) Subsection (a) shall apply to, but not be limted to,

the foll owing authorities, boards and conm SSi ons:

(1) The Retirenent Board created by section 1703 of this

act.

(2) The salary board created by section 1822 of this act.

(3) The board for the purpose of sel ecting depositories

created by section 1961 of this act.

(4) The Sinking Fund Conmi ssion created by section 1990 of

this act.

(5) The Board for Managenent of Houses for Detention of

Juvenil es created by section 2538 of this act.

(6) The Board of Managers of Menorial Halls created by

section 2565 of this act.

(7)) The Joint County Bridge Conm ssion created by section

2715 of this act.

(8) The County Prison Board created by section 3 of the act

of Decenber 10, 1980 (P.L.1152, No.208), known as the "Second

Cl ass County Prison Board Act."

(9) The County Institution District created by section 302
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of the act of June 24, 1937 (P.L.2017, No.396), known as the

"County Institution District Law "

Secti on 442-A. Vacanci es. - - \Whenever a vacancy shall occur in

the office of county executive or county council, the court of
commpn pl eas of the county of the second class shall issue a
wit of election for a special election to fill such vacancy for

the remai nder of the term which wit shall fix the date of the

next ensuing primary, nunicipal or general el ection, occurring

at |l east sixty days after the i ssuance of said wit, as the date

for hol ding said special election.

Secti on 443-A. Nom nati on and El ecti on. - - Except as ot herw se

provided in this act, nom nati on and el ecti on of the county

executive and the county council shall be in conformty with the

provi sions of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known

as the "Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code." Candi dates for the office

of county council to be elected by district shall present a

nom nating petition containing at | east one hundred valid

signatures of reqi stered and enroll ed nenbers of the proper

party and, at the tine of filing such nonm nati ng petition, shal

pay a filing fee of fifty dollars ($50).

Section 2. This act shall take effect as foll ows:

(1) The addition of sections 403-A, 404-A 405-A, 406-A,
407- A and 408- A of the act shall take effect in 60 days.

(2) This section shall take effect imediately.

(3) The renmminder of this act shall take effect upon the
filing of a certificate with the Legislative Reference Bureau
that the provisions of this act have been adopted by the

el ectors of a county of the second cl ass.
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