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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsyl vani a, authorizing the use of the indirect
initiative and referendum as powers reserved to the people.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That Article Il be anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 33. Powers reserved to the peopl e.

(a) (1) The |legislative power of this Conmpbnweal th shal

vested in the Senate and the House of Representatives, but the

peopl e reserve to thensel ves the power to propose | aws and

anendnents to the Constitution at the polls.

(2) The indirect initiative is the power of the electors to

propose statutes and anendnents to the Constitution and to cause

the General Assenbly to take a vote in each House on the

approved proposal in the current |eqislative session or, if the
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proposal is approved at a general election, no |later than the

next | eqislative session.

(3) Anindirect initiative neasure nay be proposed by

presenting to the Secretary of the Commbnweal th a petition that

sets forth the text of the proposed statute or anendnent to the

Constitution and is certified by the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th to have been signed by reqi stered el ectors equal in

nunber to 5% of the votes for all candi dates for Governor at the

| ast qubernatorial election in each of 45 counties in this

Commpnweal t h.

(4) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall only certify a

measure on which all signatures on petitions are obtai ned and

affixed to the petitions for the neasure during the sane requl ar

session of the General Assenbly and which is submtted by 5:00

p.m on Friday after the second Thursday of February in the

second year of that session.

(5 An indirect initiative neasure enbraci ng nore than one

subj ect may not be subnmtted to the el ectors or have any effect.

(6) No neasure that relates to religion, religious practices

and institutions; the appointnent, qualification, tenure,

renoval , recall or conpensation of judges; the reversal of a

judi ci al decision; the powers, creation or abolition of courts;

the maki ng of a specific appropriati on of noney fromthe

treasury; and the namng of a private corporation to performa

function or to have a power or duty shall be proposed by an

indirect initiative petition.

(7)) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall submt the

nmeasure at the next general, nunicipal, prinary or speci al

statewi de el ection held at | east 75 days after it qualifies.

(8) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall then subnit the
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measure to the clerk of the Senate within ten Senate sessi on

days of its receipt and to clerk of the House of Representatives

within ten House session days of its receipt.

(9) The neasure shall be referred to the appropriate

commttee of the Senate and the House of Representatives, and

the conmttees shall report out their respective neasures for

consideration by the full Senate and the House of

Representati ves, respectively. The General Assenbly shall not

finally adjourn a | eqgislative session without a vote bei ng taken

by the Senate and the House of Representatives on an indirect

initiative neasure that is properly before the General Assenbly.

(b)Y (1) The legislative power of this Conmmonwealth shall be

vested in the Senate and the House of Representatives, but the

peopl e reserve to thensel ves the power, at their own option, to

reject statutes or parts of statutes passed by the CGeneral

(2) The referendumis the power of the electors to reject

statutes or parts of statutes except urgency statutes or

statutes calling el ections.

(3) A referendum nmeasure nay be proposed by presenting to

the Secretary of the Commonwealth, within 90 days after the

enactnent date of the statute, a petition certified to have been

signed by reqgi stered el ectors equal in nunber to 5% of the votes

for all candi dates for Governor at the | ast gubernatori al

el ection in each of the 45 counties in this Commonweal t h aski ng

that the statute or part of it be submtted to the el ectors.

(4) |If a petition is certified to have been signed by

regi stered electors equal to 10% of the votes for all candi dates

for Governor at the | ast gubernatorial election in each of 45

counties in this Commpbnweal th, the effective date of the enacted
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| egi slation i s suspended until the next election at which tine

the neasure shall be subnmitted to the el ectors.

(5) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall submt the

nmeasure at the next general, nunicipal, prinary or speci al

statewi de el ection held at | east 75 days after it qualifies.

(c) (1) The CGeneral Assenbly shall provide the manner in

whi ch petitions shall be circul ated, presented and certified and

require by | aw neasures to insure full disclosure of

di sbursenents made and recei pts obtai ned by parti es who have an

interest in indirect initiative and referendum neasures and who

have exceeded a statutory threshold for these di sbursenments and

recei pts for any one indirect initiative or referendum neasure

in each el ection. The General Assenbly shall al so require by | aw

reasonable limts on contributions made to parties who have an

interest in the passage or defeat of an indirect initiative or

ref erendum neasure for each neasure and in each el ecti on. The

CGCeneral Assenbly shall also require by |law the full disclosure

of any di sbursenents nade by a person or corporation from

another state to advocate the passage or defeat of an indirect

initiative or referendum neasure. The General Assenbly shall,

within 90 days foll owi ng approval of this section, enact the

| egi slation outlined in this paragraph.

(2) An indirect initiative or referendum petition, in order

to be eligible for certification by the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th, shall first be signed by 100 regi stered el ectors

of the Commpbnweal th, the origi nators, who shall pay an

admi ni strative fee not exceeding the fee required by |law for the

filing of nom nation petitions by candi dates for public office

to be filled by the electors of the State-at-large. If the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th shall certify that the petition
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contains the entire text of the neasure, that the neasure is

not, either affirmatively or negatively, substantially the sane

as any neasure whi ch has been previously submtted to the

el ectors during the sane session of the General Assenbly and

that it contains only one subject which is not excluded from

consi deration under this section, then the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th shall provide bl anks for the use of subseqguent

signers and shall print at the top of each bl ank the nanes of

the first ten originators and a fair, conci se sunmary, as

deternined by the Secretary of the Commpnweal th, of the proposed

nmeasure as the summary will appear on the ball ot.

(3) The Departnent of State shall, within ten days of the

certification of an indirect initiative or referendum petition

upon whi ch the requi red nunber of signatures have been affi xed,

prepare an expl anati on or argunent, or both, for and al so an

expl anati on or arqunent, or both, agai nst the sane. The

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th shall then publish the sunmary and

expl anati ons and arqunents, together with the entire text of the

measure, in as nmany newspapers of general circul ati on as deened

by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to be sufficient to give

noti ce throughout the Commbpnweal th at | east 20 days before the

election in which the neasure is presented to the electors. This

i nformati on shall also be nade avail able to the general public

in printed form

(4) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall certify no nore

than two indirect initiative or two referendum neasures i n an

el ecti on. Each neasure shall be linited to only one subject. |f

nore than two neasures are subnitted to the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th, the two neasures with the | argest nunbers of

signatures shall be certified. |If two or nobre neasures are
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substantially simlar in subject natter, whether or not they

conflict, only the neasure with the | argest nunmber of si gnatures

shall be certified.

(5) No npre than three indirect initiative and referendum

measures shall be certified by the Secretary of the Commpbnweal th

in any two-year peri od.

(6) No neasure shall appear on the ballot in an el ecti on

nore often than once during a | egi sl ati ve sessi on.

(7)) The General Assenbly shall not finally adjourn a

| egi sl ati ve session without a vote being taken by the Senate and

the House of Representatives on a referendum statute that is

properly before the General Assenbly. The General Assenbly nay

override a referendum statute only upon a vote of two-thirds of

the nmenbers elected to the Senate and the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article XI of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such

newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
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this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
the General Assenbly which nmeets the requirenents of and is in

conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of
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Pennsyl vani a.
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