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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1157 %"

| NTRODUCED BY WOGAN, O BRI EN, MCALL, DENT, G G.IOITI, MELIG
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APRI L 3, 1997
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsyl vani a, authorizing the General Assenbly to provide
for a verdict by five-sixths of the jury in crimnal cases.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl
That section 6 of Article | be anmended to read:
8§ 6. Trial by jury.
Trial by jury shall be as heretofore, and the right thereof
remai n inviolate. The General Assenbly may provide, however, by

law, that a verdict nay be rendered by not |ess than five-sixths

of the jury in any civil or_crimnal case.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the

Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to



1 conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
2 Xl of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the

3 required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in

4 which such newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after

5 passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

6 (b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
7 proposed constitutional amendnent, the Secretary of the

8 Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to conply with the

9 advertising requirements of section 1 of Article Xl of the

10 Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required

11 advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in which such
12 newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of

13 this proposed constitutional amendnment. The Secretary of the

14 Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anmendnent
15 to the qualified electors of this Comonwealth at the first

16 primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
17 nonths after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
18 the General Assenbly which neets the requirenents of and is in
19 conformance with section 1 of Article Xl of the Constitution of
20 Pennsyl vani a.
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