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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 656 %5

I NTRODUCED BY M N. WRIGHT, M COZZIE, OBRIEN, E. Z TAYLOR

GEORCE, DeLUCA, STABACK, COWELL, GEI ST, HALUSKA, STERN,
LEDERER, WALKO, OLASZ, FAI RCH LD, BI SHOP, KENNEY, MELI G

NAI LOR, ALLEN, YOUNGBLOCD, CURRY, SANTONI, TIGUE, MCALL
LYNCH, THOVAS, | TKIN, JOSEPHS, TRELLO, FEESE, RAYMOND,
HENNESSEY, STEELMAN, ROEBUCK, JAMES, PI STELLA, J. TAYLOR
SERAFI NI, TRAVAGLI O, BGOSCOLA, Cl VERA, BENNI NGHOFF, COLAFELLA,
PRESTON, RCSS, ROONEY, HORSEY, LAUGHLIN, EVANS, BUXTON,
STEVENSON, HERVAN, BAKER, BLAUM CHADW CK, ZI MMERNAN, KAI SER
VEON, PERZEL, ORI E, M| LHATTAN, BARD, MAJOR, BROME, HABAY
HASAY, LESCOVI TZ, DERMODY, SEYFERT, CORPORA, LaCGROTTA,
STRITTMATTER, G G.I OTTI, MARKGOSEK, READSHAW Pl PPY, SAYLOR,
RUBLEY, EACHUS, WLT, DeWEESE, PETRARCA, TRI CH, BARRAR
KREBS, TRUE, PLATTS, L. |I. COHEN, BELARDI, COY, VAN HORNE

C. WLLIAMS, FLEAGLE, DENT, BOYES, SAI NATO, HESS, SCRI MENTI,
PESCI, JARCLI N, CAPPABI ANCA, GORDNER, COLAIZZO, M LLER
MAYERNI K, D. W SNYDER, PHI LLIPS, DALLY AND LEVDANSKY,
FEBRUARY 28, 1997

AS

AMENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 27, 1997
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An

act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and
consolidating the I aw providing for the incorporation of

i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ati on, supervision, and
protection of hone and foreign insurance conpani es, LI oyds
associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and
fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regul ati on and
supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,

associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
repealing existing laws," providing for rei nbursenent for

di abetic supplies AND FOR HEARI NG Al D COVERAGE. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

14 hereby enacts as foll ows:



Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known
as The I nsurance Conpany Law of 1921, is anmended by adding a <—
seet+on SECTIONS to read: <—

Secti on 633. Rei mbur senent for Di abetic Supplies.--(a)

Except to the extent already covered under another policy, any

i ndi vi dual or group health, sickness and acci dent insurance

policy, group health i nsurance pl ans/policies, and all other

fornms of managed/ capitated care pl ans/policies or subscriber

contract or certificate i ssued by any entity subject to 40

Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan corporations) or 63

(relating to professional health services plan corporati ons) or

the act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known as the

"Heal th Mai nt enance Organi zation Act," the act of Decenber 14,

1992 (P.L.835, No.134), known as the "Fraternal Benefit

Soci eties Code," or this act, providing hospital or

medi cal / surgi cal coverage, shall provide coverage of the

equi pnent, supplies and outpatient self-nmanagenent trai ni ng and

education, including nedical nutrition therapy for the treatnent

of insulin-dependent di abetes, insulin-using diabetes,

gest ati onal di abetes and noni nsul i n-usi ng di abetes if prescribed

by a health care professional |legally authorized to prescribe

such itens under | aw. The benefits specified in this section nmay

be provided through a conbi nati on of policies, contracts,

certificates or riders, including nmajor nedical contracts.

(b)Y This section does not include the foll owing policies:

accident only, fixed indemmity, limted benefit, credit, dental,

vi sion, specified di sease, Medi care suppl enent, CHAMPUS

(Cvilian Health and Medi cal Program for the Uni form Services)

suppl enent, long-termcare, disability i ncone, workers'

conpensati on or autonpbil e nedi cal paynent.
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(c) Equi pnent and supplies shall include the foll ow ng:

bl ood gl ucose nonitors, nopnitor supplies, insulin, injection

aids, syringes, insulin infusion devices, pharmacol ogi cal agents

for controlling bl ood sugar and orthodics.

(d) Diabetes outpatient sel f-nmnagenent traini ng and

educati on shall be provi ded under the supervision of a |licensed

health care professional with expertise in di abetes to ensure

that persons with di abetes are educated as to the proper self-

managenent and treatnent of their di abetes, including

i nformati on on proper diets. Coverage for self-nmnagenent

educati on and education relating to diet and prescri bed by a

i censed physician shall incl ude:

(1) visits nedically necessary upon the di agnosi s of

(2) visits under circunstances whereby a physi ci an

identifies or diagnoses a significant change in the patient's

synptons or conditions that necessitates changes in a patient's

sel f - managenent; and

(3) where a new nmedi cati on or therapeutic process relating

to the person's treatnent and/or nanagenent of di abetes has been

identified as nedically necessary by a |licensed physici an.

(e) The coverage required under this section shall be

subj ect to the annual deducti bl es or coi nsurance requirenents

i nposed by an entity subject to this section for simlar

cover ages under the sane health i nsurance policy or contract.

SECTI ON 634. HEARI NG Al D COVERAGE. - - ANY | NSURER THAT <—

UNDERVWRI TES MEDI CARE OR MEDI CAI D | NSURANCE FOR | NSUREDS RESI DI NG

IN TH S COMVONVEALTH SHALL PROVI DE COVERAGE | N SUCH | NSURANCE

FOR A HEARING AID SOLD I N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON 403 COF THE ACT

OF_NOVEMBER 24, 1976 (P.L.1182, NO 262), KNOM AS THE "HEARI NG
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1 AID SALES REG STRATION LAW"

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 120 days.
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