PRINTER S NO. 623

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 560 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY BATTI STO, NAI LOR, BELARDI, SHANER, BELFANTI
HALUSKA, YOUNGBLOOD, TRELLO AND E. Z. TAYLOR
FEBRUARY 12, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 12, 1997

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571, No.254), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act relating to assessnent for taxation in

3 counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and ei ghth

4 cl asses; designating the subjects, property and persons

5 subject to and exenpt fromtaxation for county, borough,

6 town, township, school, except in cities and county

7 institution district purposes; and providing for and

8 regul ati ng the assessnment and val uation thereof for such

9 pur poses; creating in each such county a board for the

10 assessnment and revision of taxes; defining the powers and

11 duties of such boards; providing for the acceptance of this
12 act by cities; regulating the office of ward, borough, town
13 and townshi p assessors; abolishing the office of assistant
14 triennial assessor in townships of the first class; providing
15 for the appointnent of a chief assessor, assistant assessors
16 and ot her enpl oyes; providing for their conpensation payabl e
17 by such counties; prescribing certain duties of and certain
18 fees to be collected by the recorder of deeds and nuni ci pal
19 of ficers who issue building permts; inposing duties on
20 t axabl es maki ng i nprovenents on | and and grantees of |and;
21 prescri bing penalties; and elimnating the triennial
22 assessnent,” further providing for appeal notices.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:

25 Section 1. Section 701(a) and (b) of the act of May 21, 1943
26 (P.L.571, No.254), known as The Fourth to Ei ghth C ass County

27 Assessnent Law, anended Decenber 13, 1982 (P.L.1173, No.270),
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are amended to read:

Section 701. Appeal Notices.--(a) (1) Upon receipt of the
assessnent roll fromthe assessor, or as soon thereafter as
possi bl e, the board shall exam ne and inquire whether the
assessnments and val uati ons have been made in conformty with the
provi sions of this act, and shall revise the sane, increasing or
decreasi ng the assessnents and valuations as in their judgnent
may seem proper, and shall add thereto such property or subjects
of taxation as may have been omitted. The board may revi se and
decrease the assessnent and val uation of real property the
bui | di ngs of which are conpletely destroyed or razed, taking
into account the loss in value of the property for that part of
t he assessnent year subsequent to the destruction. The board
shall, on or before the fifteenth day of July prepare an
assessment roll or list of persons and property subject to |ocal
taxation, together with the val ue placed upon each person and
each parcel or tract of real property. The board shall at the
same time prepare a list of all property exenpted by |aw from
taxation. It shall cause to be mailed or delivered to each owner
of property or person assessed, and taxing district having an
interest therein, the actual value of whose property or personal
assessment has been changed fromthat fixed in the preceding
assessnent roll as corrected after revision or the value of
whose property or personal assessnent has not theretofore been
separately fixed, or when the established predeterm ned ratio
has been changed within the county, at his |ast known address, a
noti ce of such change, the anmount of the present assessnent,
valuation and ratio if the property or personal assessnment was
previously separately assessed and the anpbunt of such new

assessnent, valuation and ratio. Said notice shall be mail ed
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within five days fromthe date the board nade such change or
added said property to the roll and shall state that any person
aggri eved by such change or by any assessnent, and the said
taxing districts may appeal to the board for relief by filing
with the board within forty days of the date of such notice or

an earlier date if the option provided in clause (2) of this

subsection is exercised, a statenent in witing of such

intention to appeal, designating the assessnment or assessnents
by whi ch such person is aggrieved, and the address to which
noti ce of when and where to appear for hearing of the appeal
shall be mailed[.];

(2) The county comm ssioners nmay designate a date no earlier

than the first day of August as the date on or before which any

person desiring to appeal from any assessnent shall file with

the board an appeal, in witing, designating the assessnent

appeal ed from Provided, That the notice by publication required

under cl ause (1) of this subsection is given at | east two weeks

prior to the date designated i n accordance with this cl ause.

* * %

(b) Any person aggrieved by any assessnent whether or not
t he val ue thereof shall have been changed since the preceding
annual assessnent, or any taxing district having an interest
therein, may appeal to the board for relief. Any person or such
taxing districts desiring to make an appeal shall, on or before

the first day of Septenber or the date designated by the county

conmi ssioners if the option under clause (2), subsection (a) of

this section is exercised, file with the board an appeal,

setting forth:
(1) The assessnent or assessnents by which such person feels

aggri eved;
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(2) The address to which the board shall nail notice of when

and where to appear for hearing.

* * %
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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