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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 502 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, CORNELL, LAWESS, HERSHEY, ARVSTRONG
RAYMOND, FI CHTER, STEIL, ROBERTS, TRELLO REBER AND BUNT,
FEBRUARY 12, 1997

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 18, 1997
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 22, 1933 (P.L.853, No.155), entitled "An
act relating to taxation; designating the subjects, property
and persons subject to and exenpt fromtaxation for all |ocal
pur poses; providing for and regul ating the assessnent and
val uati on of persons, property and subjects of taxation for
county purposes, and for the use of those municipal and
guasi - muni ci pal corporations which levy their taxes on county
assessnments and val uati ons; anmendi ng, revising and
consolidating the law relating thereto; and repealing
existing laws," further providing for the valuation of
property IN COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS A AND THI RD CLASS
AND FOR AUXI LI ARY BOARDS OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 402(b) of the act of May 22, 1933
(P.L.853, No.155), known as The Ceneral County Assessnent Law,
anended Decenber 13, 1982 (P.L.1160, No.268), is anmended to
read:

Section 402. Valuation of Property.--* * *

(b) (1) Except as to counties of the first and second cl ass

and except as otherwi se provided in clause (2), after any county

makes a county-w de revision of assessnent of real property at
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val ues based upon an established predeterm ned ratio as required
by law or after any county changes its established predeterm ned
rati o, each political subdivision, which hereafter for the first
time levies its real estate taxes on that revised assessnment or
val uation, shall, for the first year, reduce its tax rate, if
necessary, for the purpose of having the total amount of taxes

| evied for that year against the real properties contained in
the duplicate for the preceding year, equal, in the case of any
taxing district, not nore than ten per centum greater than the
total amount it |evied on such properties the preceding year,
notwi t hstandi ng the increased val uations of such properties
under the revised assessnent.

(2) After a county of the second class A OR A COUNTY OF THE <—

TH RD CLASS nakes a county-wi de revi sion of assessnent of rea

property at val ues based upon an established predeterm ned ratio

as required by law or after a county of the second class A OR A <—

COUNTY OF THE THI RD CLASS changes its established predetern ned

rati o, each political subdivision, which hereafter for the first

tine levies its real estate taxes on that revi sed assessnent or

val uation, shall, for the first year, reduce its tax rate, if

necessary, for the purpose of having the total anount of taxes

|l evied for that year against the real properties contained in

the duplicate for the precedi ng year, equal, in the case of any

taxing district, not nore than five per centum (5% qgreater than

the total anmpunt it | evied on such properties the preceding

vear, notw thstandi ng the i ncreased val uati ons of such

properti es under the revi sed assessnent.

(3) For the purpose of determ ning the total anmount of taxes

to be levied for [said] the first year under clause (1) or (2),

the amount to be | evied on newy constructed buil dings or
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structures or on increased val uati ons based on new i nprovenents

made to existing houses need not be considered. The tax rate

shall be fixed for that year at a figure which will acconplish

t hi s purpose.
(4) Wth the approval of the court of common pleas, upon

good cause shown, any such political subdivision may increase

the tax rate herein prescribed, notw thstandi ng the provisions

of this subsection.
SECTION 2. THE ACT | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ: <—
SECTION 511.1. APPO NTMENT OF AUXI LI ARY BOARD OF ASSESSMENT

APPEALS. --(A) I N CONJUNCTION WTH A COUNTY-W DE REVI SI ON OF

ASSESSMVENTS | NVOLVI NG ElI THER A CHANGE | N THE ESTABLI SHED

PREDETERM NED RATI O OR REVALU NG THE PROPERTI ES AND APPLYI NG THE

PREDETERM NED RATI O, THE COUNTY COVM SSI ONERS OF A COUNTY OF THE

FOURTH, FIFTH, SI XTH, SEVENTH OR ElI GHTH CLASS MNAY,

NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON CF LAW TO THE CONTRARY,

CREATE UP TO FOUR TEMPORARY AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BQOARDS, EACH TO BE

KNOWN AS AN AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARD. THE COUNTY COVM SSI ONERS

SHALL ESTABLI SH THE TERM OF EXI STENCE FOR AN AUXI LI ARY APPEAL

BOARD NOT TO EXCEED EI GHTEEN MONTHS. AN AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARD

SHALL BE COMPCSED OF THREE MEMBERS VWHO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE

COUNTY COWMM SSI ONERS TO SERVE FOR THE TI ME THAT THE AUXI LI ARY

APPEAL BOARD IS I N EXI STENCE. MEMBERS OF AN AUXI LI ARY APPEAL

BOARD SHALL BE COVPETENT_AND QUALI FI ED RESI DENTS OF THE COUNTY.

VACANCI ES ON AN AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARD SHALL BE FILLED BY

APPO NTMENT BY THE COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS FOR THE DURATI ON OF THE

AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARD S EXI STENCE. ANY SALARY OF MEMBERS CF AN

AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARD SHALL BE FI XED BY THE SALARY BOARD COF THE

COUNTY. THE AUTHORITY OF AN AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARD SHALL BE

LIMTED TO HEARI NG AND DETERM NI NG APPEALS FROM ASSESSMENTS | N
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ACCORDANCE W TH APPL| CABLE PROVI SIONS OF LAW AFTER ONE OR MORE

AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARDS HAVE BEEN ESTABLI SHED | N ACCORDANCE W TH

TH' S SECTI ON, ADDI TI ONAL AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARDS NAY BE

ESTABLI SHED ONLY I N CONJUNCTI ON W TH A SUCCEEDI NG COUNTY- W DE

REVI S| ON OF ASSESSIVENTS.

(B) SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS, THE

AUTHORI TY I N THE COUNTY RESPONSI BLE FOR ASSESSMVENT APPEALS NAY

ADOPT, AMEND, ALTER AND RESCI ND RULES AND REGULATI ONS FOR THE

ADM NI STRATI ON OF, AND THE CONDUCT OF BUSI NESS AND PROCEEDI NGS

FOR, | TSELF AND FOR AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARDS. THE RULES AND

REGULATI ONS MAY REQUI RE A W TNESS PROVI DI NG TESTI MONY AT A

HEARI NG RELATI VE TO ANY ASPECT OF THE VALUE OF THE REAL ESTATE

VH CH IS THE SUBJECT OF THE ASSESSMENT OR REASSESSMENT APPEAL_TO

DI SCLOSE, UNDER OATH, WHETHER ANY COVPENSATI ON PAI D FOR THE

TESTI MONY |'S CONTI NGENT_ON THE RESULT OBTAI NED. THE RULES AND

REGULATI ONS SHALL BE IN WRITING AND SHALL BE A PUBL| C RECORD

OPEN TO EXAM NATI ON, I NSPECTI ON AND COPYI NG | N ACCORDANCE W TH

THE ACT OF JUNE 21, 1957 (P.L.390, NO 212), REFERRED TO AS THE

Rl GHT- TO- KNOW LAW

(G FOR THE PURPOSE COF THI' S SECTI ON, AN "AUXI LI ARY APPEAL

BOARD' SHALL MEAN AN AUXI LI ARY BOARD OF ASSESSMVENT APPEALS I N

COUNTI ES OF THE FOURTH, FIFTH, SI XTH, SEVENTH OR ElI GHTH CLASS

CREATED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S SECTI ON.

Seet+on—2—TFhis SECTION 3. THE AMENDVENT OF SECTI ON 402 OF <—
THE act shall be retroactive to January 1, 1997.
Seetton—3—TFhis—aet—shatt—take—etfect+n-60-days— <—
SECTION 4. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWG: <—
(1) THE AMENDVENT OF SECTI ON 402 OF THE ACT SHALL TAKE
EFFECT | N 60 DAYS.
(2) THE REMAI NDER OF THI S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT
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