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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 501 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY LYNCH, GRUPPO, BELARDI, MAYERN K, JANMES,
E. Z. TAYLOR, BELFANTI, PISTELLA, TRAVAGLI O, JOSEPHS,
HERSHEY, CURRY, TRELLO, STEELMAN, ALLEN, SEMVEL, BROWE,
RAMOS, PETTIT, WLT, STURLA, BAKER, DelLUCA, FI CHTER,
SCRI MENTI, CAWLEY, GEORGE, STEVENSON, M LLER, READSHAW
GEl ST, HENNESSEY, SCHRCDER, RUBLEY, JADLOW EC, HUTCHI NSON,
SAI NATO, RGOSS, SEYFERT, MASLAND, ROBERTS, FARGO, VAN HORNE,
A H WLLIAMS, C. WLLIAMS, NAILOR AND MCI LHATTAN,
FEBRUARY 12, 1997

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 10, 1998

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

R e e
A W N LB O

AN ACT

Creating the Statewide Conmittee for the Protection of Senior

G tizens; and providing for powers and duties of the

comi ttee.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Statew de
Conmittee for the Protection of Senior Citizens Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Committee." The Statewide Commttee for the Protection of

Senior Citizens established under section 3.
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"Office." The Ofice of Attorney General of the
Commonweal t h.

"Triad program" The triad cooperative nodel devel oped by
t he Anerican Association of Retired Persons, the National
Sheriffs' Association and the International Association of
Chiefs of Police which calls for the participation of the
sheriff, at |east one police chief and a representative of at
| east one senior citizens' organization within a county and may
i nclude participation by general service coalitions of |aw
enforcenment, victimservice and senior citizen advocate
organi zations. If there is not both a sheriff and a police chief
in a county or if the sheriff or a police chief does not
participate, a triad may include in the place of the sheriff or
police chief another key |aw enforcenent official in the county
such as a district attorney.

Section 3. Establishnment of commttee.

There is hereby established within the Ofice of Attorney
General of the Commonwealth the Statewi de Committee for the
Protection of Senior Citizens.

Section 4. Menbership and operation of commttee.

(a) Menbers.--The commttee shall consist of tean 12 nenbers,
as follows:

(1) The Attorney General of the Commonweal th, who shal
serve as presiding officer of the commttee.

(2) The Secretary of Aging.

(3) The Conm ssioner of the Pennsylvania State Poli ce.

(4) The presiding officer of the Crime Victims
Conpensat i on Board.

(5) Two county sheriffs, to be appointed by the

Gover nor
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(6) Two nunicipal police chiefs, to be appointed by the

Gover nor

(7) Two citizens at |large both of whom shall be 65 years
of age or older, to be appointed by the Governor.
(8) TWD DI STRICT ATTORNEYS, TO BE APPO NTED BY THE

GOVERNCR

(b) Designees.--Except for nmenbers appoi nted under
subsection (a)(7), any nenber may be represented by a designee.

(c) Term--Menbers of the conmittee appointed by the
Governor shall serve for a termof three years. A nenber may be
reappoi nted for additional ternmns.

(d) Cessation of participation.--A nenber of the commttee
shall, inmediately upon renoval or retirenent fromthe position
by virtue of which the nmenber was eligible for appointnent,
cease to be a nenber of the committee.

(e) Vacancies.--A nenber appointed to fill a vacancy created
ot her than by expiration of a termshall be appointed for the
unexpired termof the nenber whomhe is to succeed in the sane
manner as the original appointnent.

(f) Reinbursenent.--Menbers of the commttee shall serve
wi t hout conpensation, but nmay be rei nbursed for necessary and
actual expenses incurred in attending neetings of the conmttee
and in the performance of their duties under this act.

(g) Renoval.--Menbers of the commttee nay be renoved by the
Governor for cause after witten notice fromthe Covernor

(h) Meetings.--The comnmttee shall neet as often as the
presiding officer deenms necessary, but not |ess than tw ce per
year.

Section 5. Powers and duties of commttee.

The commttee shall participate in the study and eval uation
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of triad prograns as an effective response to the probl ens of
crinme against elderly persons. The commttee nmay al so consult
with experts, service providers and representative organi zations
engaged in the protection of the elderly and may recommend t he
devel opnent of triad prograns in this Conmonwealth to assist the
elderly to avoid crimnal victimzation through coordi nated
efforts of State and | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies and
or gani zati ons which provide services for the elderly. The
commttee may al so reconmend policies and progranms to assist |aw
enforcenent agencies in inplenenting triad prograns, including
trai ning and prevention standards and techni cal assistance. The
powers and duties of the conmttee shall include the follow ng:
(1) Establishnent of a Statewi de and centra
cl eari nghouse for education material s.
(2) Devel oprment of innovative conmunity police prograns
for the elderly.
(3) Providing assistance to the Municipal Police
O ficers' Education and Training Comm ssion in the
devel opnent and delivery of training to | aw enforcenent
prof essionals, including, but not limted to, the subjects
of :
(i) crimes against the elderly and the protection of
el derly persons;
(ii) police sensitivity to the needs of elderly
persons as victins and wi tnesses; and
(ti1) available social and human services relating
to crines against elderly persons.
(4) Providing assistance to State and | ocal |aw
enforcenment officials and to not-for-profit corporations and

organi zations with respect to effective policies for and
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1 responses to crines against elderly persons.

2 (5) Pronoting and facilitating cooperation anong State
3 agenci es and |l ocal units of governnent.

4 (6) Advocacy of services proven to be effective in the
5 protection of elderly persons and elderly victins of crine.
6 (7) Evaluating the relationship between crines agai nst
7 el derly persons and ot her problens confronting elderly

8 persons, and meki ng recommendations for effective policy

9 response.

10 (8) Collection of statistical data and research.

11 Section 6. Regul ations.

12 The O fice of Attorney General may promul gate rul es and

13 regul ations necessary to carry out the purposes of this act.
14 Section 7. Effective date.

15 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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