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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for the
unaut hori zed practice of |aw and for reappoi ntment of
district justice; further providing for THE JUDI Cl AL COWPUTER <—
SYSTEM AUGVENTATI ON ACCOUNT AND FOR scope of chapter relating
tolimtation of tinme; providing for assignnent to orphans'
court; and regulating rental purchase transactions; AND <—
MAKI NG A REPEAL
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 2524(a) of Title 42 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended and the section is anmended by
addi ng a subsection to read:
§ 2524. Penalty for unauthorized practice of |aw
(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), any

person, including, but not limted to, a paralegal or |egal

assistant, who within this Comonweal th shall practice |aw, or
who shall hold hinself out to the public as being entitled to
practice |aw, or use or advertise the title of |awer, attorney

at law, attorney and counselor at |aw, counselor, or the
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equi val ent in any |anguage, in such a manner as to convey the

i npression that he is a practitioner of the |aw of any
jurisdiction, without being an attorney at |law or a corporation
conplying with 15 Pa.C. S. Ch. 29 (relating to professional
corporations), commts a m sdenmeanor of the third degree[.] upon

a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of this

subsection constitutes a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

* * %

(c) Injunction.--In addition to crimnal prosecution,

unaut hori zed practice of |aw may be enjoined in any county court

of conmmon pl eas havi ng personal jurisdiction over the def endant.

The party obtai ni ng such an i njuncti on nay be awarded costs and

expenses i ncurred, including reasonable attorney fees, agai nst

the enjoined party. A violation of subsection (a) is also a

viol ati on of the act of Decenber 17, 1968 (P.L.1224, No. 387),

known as the Unfair Trade Practices and Consuner Protecti on Law.

Section 2. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 3132.1. Reappoi ntnent of district justice.

Not wi t hst andi ng any provisions of this title to the contrary,

a district justice who resigns fromoffice may not be

reappoi nted to his or her unexpired term

SECTION 3. SECTION 3733 OF TITLE 42 | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
SUBSECTI ON TO READ:
§ 3733. DEPOSI TS | NTO ACCOUNT.

* * %

(©) EXPIRATION OF SECTION.--THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON

SHALL EXPI RE WHEN THE SUM CF $100, 000, 000 HAS BEEN DEPGCSI TED

I NTO THE JUDI Cl AL COVPUTER SYSTEM AUGVENTATI ON ACCOUNT. THE

$100, 000, 000_SHALL BE THE SUM OF ALL DEPCSITS I NTO THE JUDI Cl AL

COVWPUTER SYSTEM AUGVENTATI ON ACCOUNT_ BEG NNI NG ON AND AFTER JUNE

19960S1374B2218 - 2 -
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Section 3 4. Section 5501 of Title 42 is anmended to read:
§ 5501. Scope of chapter.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An action, proceeding or appeal nust be
commenced within the tine specified in or pursuant to this
chapter unless, in the case of a civil action or proceeding, a
different tine is provided by this title or another statute or a
shorter tine which is not manifestly unreasonable is prescribed
by witten agreenent.

(b) Uniform Commercial Code.--The provisions of Title 13
(relating to commercial code), to the extent that they are
i nconsistent with this chapter, shall control over the
provi sions of this chapter.

(c) Equitable matters.--[This chapter is applicable to
equitable matters, but nothing] Nothing in this chapter shal
nodi fy the principles of waiver, |aches and estoppel and simlar
princi ples heretofore applicable in equitable matters.

Section 4 5. Section 6351 of Title 42 is anended by adding a
subsection to read:

8§ 6351. Disposition of dependent child.

* * %

(i) Assignnent to orphans' court.--A judge who adjudi cated

the chil d dependent or who has conducted di sposition revi ew

heari ngs or ot her dependency proceedi ngs i nvolving the child nay

be assigned to the orphans' court division for the purpose of

heari nqg proceedings relating to any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Involuntary term nati on of parental rights of a

parent of the dependent child under 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 25 Subch.

B (relating to i nvoluntary ternination).

(2) A petition to adopt the dependent child.

19960S1374B2218 - 3 -
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Section 5 6. Title 42 is anended by adding a chapter to
read:

CHAPTER 69
PARTI CULAR RI GHTS AND | MVUNI Tl ES

1

2

3

4

5 Sec.
6 6901. Short title of chapter.

7 6902. Definitions.

8 6903. Required disclosures in connection with

9 rent al - purchase agreenent.

10 6904. Prohibited provisions of agreenent.

11 6905. Lessee's right to acquire ownership.

12 6906. Lessee's right to reinstate agreenent after

13 term nation.

14 6907. Rent reduction.

15 6908. Advertising and display of property.

16 6909. Lessor's liability for nonconpliance.

17 6910. Limtations on lessor's liability.

18 6911. Conflict with other |aw

19 § 6901. Short title of chapter.

20 This chapter shall be known and nay be cited as the Rental -
21 Purchase Agreenent Act.

22 8 6902. Definitions.

23 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

24 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
25 context clearly indicates otherw se:

26 "Advertisement."” A witten, visual or oral comunication

27 made to a | essee or prospective | essee by neans of personal

28 representation, newspaper, mmgazine, circular, billboard, direct
29 miling, sign, radio, television, tel ephone or other neans of

30 communication that aids, pronbtes or assists, directly or

19960S1374B2218 - 4 -
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indirectly, a rental-purchase agreenent.

"Cash price."” The price at which the | essor would offer to
sell in the ordinary course of business the sanme or sinlar
property for cash on the day the | essee enters into a rental -
pur chase agreemnent.

"Lessee." A person who rents personal property pursuant to a
rent al - purchase agreenent.

"Lessor." A person who, in the ordinary course of business,
regularly offers to rent or arranges for personal property to be
rented pursuant to a rental -purchase agreenent. A lessor is a
creditor as defined in 37 Pa. Code 8§ 303.2 (relating to
definitions), when owed or alleged to be owed a debt and is
subject to 37 Pa. Code Ch. 303 (relating to debt collection
trade practices).

"Personal property.” Any property that is not real property
under the laws of the state where it is |ocated when it is
of fered or nmade avail able for a rental -purchase agreenent.

"Rent al - purchase agreenent."” An agreenent for the use of
personal property by an individual primarily for personal,
fam ly or househol d purposes for an initial period of four
nmonths or less that is automatically renewable with each rental
paynent after the initial period and that permts the |essee to
acqui re ownership of the property. It does not include nor is it
subject to laws governing any of the follow ng:

(1) A lease for agricultural, business or comrercial
pur poses.
(2) A lease nmade to an organi zati on.
(3) A lease of noney or intangible personal property.
(4) A lease of a notor vehicle, notor home, nobile hone

or manuf actured housi ng.

19960S1374B2218 - 5 -



1 (5) A hone solicitation sale under section 7 of the act
2 of Decenber 17, 1968 (P.L.1224, No.387), known as the Unfair
3 Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law.

4 (6) Aretail installnment sale, retail installnment

5 contract or retail installnment account as defined in the act
6 of Cctober 28, 1966 (1st Sp. Sess., P.L.55, No.7), known as
7 t he Goods and Services Installnent Sales Act.

8 (7) A security interest as defined in 13 Pa.C. S. Ch.

9 1201 (relating to general definitions).

10 8 6903. Required disclosures in connection with rental-purchase
11 agr eenent .
12 (a) GCeneral rule.--A lessor shall disclose all of the

13 following in a clear and conspi cuous nanner:

14 (1) A brief description of the rented property

15 sufficient to identify it to the |essee and | essor and a

16 statenment as to whether the property is new, used or

17 previously rented. If arental is for nultiple itens of

18 property, a description of each itemmay be provided in a
19 separate statenment incorporated by reference in the rental -
20 pur chase agreenent or primary disclosure statenent.

21 (2) The total anount of any initial paynent, including
22 any advance paynent, delivery charge or any trade-in

23 al l omance, to be paid by the | essee at or before consummati on
24 of the rental - purchase agreenent.

25 (3) The amount and timng of rental paynents.

26 (4) The amount of all other charges, individually

27 item zed, payable by the |lessee to the | essor that are not
28 included in the rental paynents.

29 (5) The party who is liable for |oss, damage in excess
30 of normal wear and tear or destruction of the rented

19960S1374B2218 - 6 -
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property.

(6) The right of the | essee to reinstate under section
6906 (relating to lessee's right to reinstate agreenment after
term nation) and the anmount of, or nmethod of determ ning the
anount of, the delinquency charges, reinstatenent fee or
delivery charge for reinstatenent.

(7) The party responsible for maintaining or servicing
the rental property and a brief description of the
responsi bility.

(8) The conditions upon which the | essee or |essor may
termnate the rental agreenent prior to the expiration of the
rental term

(9) The total of all initial paynments, all rental
paynents and all other charges necessary to acquire ownership
of the rented property.

(10) That the | essee has the option to purchase the
rented property at any tine and at what price or by what
formula or nmethod the purchase price will be determ ned.

(11) The cash price of the personal property that is the
subj ect of the rental -purchase agreenent.

(12) The cost of |ease services, which is the difference
bet ween the total of paynments disclosed under paragraph (9)
and the cash price of the property disclosed under paragraph
(11).

(13) That if any part of a manufacturer's warranty
exi sts on the | eased property when a | essee acquires
ownership of the property, the warranty will be transferred
to the lessee if permtted by the ternms of the warranty.

(14) That the lessee is not required to purchase

insurance or liability damage waiver for the property that is

19960S1374B2218 - 7 -
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t he subject of the rental agreement fromthe | essor or from

any vendor owned or controlled by the | essor.

(b) Notice required.--Every primary disclosure statenent
shall include a notice in a promnent place in at |east ten-
point type in substantially the follow ng form

NOTI CE
You are renting this property. You will not own it until
you nake all of the regularly schedul ed paynents or you
use the early purchase option. You do not have the right
to keep the property if you do not make required paynents
or do not use the early purchase option. Subject to your
grace periods and reinstatenent rights, the | essor nmay
repossess the property if you fail to nake rental
paynents as schedul ed. Your rights and responsibilities
are fully explained in this rental -purchase agreenent.

(c) Tinme of disclosure.--Every rental -purchase agreenent
shall be in witing. The information required by this section
shall be disclosed by the |l essor prior to the signing of the
rent al - purchase agreenent by the | essee and shall be discl osed
either in the rental - purchase agreenent or on a dated, separate
pi ece of paper that identifies the rental -purchase agreenent and
the parties to it.

(d) Manner of disclosure.--The disclosures required by
subsection (a)(2), (3), (9), (11) and (12) shall be printed or
typed in at |east ten-point bol dface type and grouped together.
Al'l other disclosures required by this section shall be printed
or typed in at |east eight-point type. Al nunerical anounts and
per cent ages shall be stated in figures. Al information required
by this section shall be witten, organized and desi gned so that

it is easy to read and understand. The information shall be

19960S1374B2218 - 8 -
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appropriately divided and captioned by its sections.

(e) Disclosure of additional information.--A |essor nmay
di sclose information that is not required by this section if the
additional information is not stated, used or placed in a manner
that will contradict, obscure or distract attention fromthe
required informtion.

(f) Conpliance with Federal law.--Wth respect to natters
specifically governed by the Consuner Credit Protection Act
(Public Law 90-321, 15 U.S.C. § 1601 et seq.), conpliance with
that act satisfies the requirenents of this section.

8§ 6904. Prohibited provisions of agreenent.

A rental - purchase agreenent or any docunent that the | essor
requests the | essee to sign shall not contain any provision by
whi ch:

(1) A power of attorney is given to confess judgnent in
this Coormonwealth or to appoint the lessor, its agents or its
successors in interest as the | essee's agent in the
col l ection of paynments or the repossession of the rental
property.

(2) The | essee authorizes the lessor or its agent to
commt any breach of the peace in repossessing the rental
property or to enter the |l essee's dwelling or other prem ses
wi t hout obtaining the | essee's consent at the tine of entry.

(3) The | essor nmandates that the | essee purchase
i nsurance or liability waiver against |oss or damage to the
rental property fromthe |essor. This paragraph shall not,
however, be construed to prohibit a |lessor fromoffering
insurance or a liability waiver to a | essee provided it is
clearly disclosed that acceptance of the offer of insurance

or aliability waiver is optional.

19960S1374B2218 - 9 -
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(4) The | essee waives or agrees to waive any defense,
counterclaimor right the | essee may have agai nst the | essor,
its agent or its successor in interest.

(5) The lessee is required to pay a |late fee unless the
rental paynment is five days or nore |late under a rental -
pur chase agreenent with paynents nade nonthly, or two days or
nore | ate under a rental - purchase agreenment with paynents
made nore frequently than nonthly.

(6) Alessee is required to pay a |late fee exceeding the
greater of $5 or 10% of the amount of the past due paynent,
regardl ess of how | ong the paynent renmai ns unpai d.

(7) The lessee is required to pay a fee in connection
with retrieval of the property or the term nation or
resci ssion of the rental - purchase agreenent.

(8) The lessee is charged a fee for in-hone collection
of a rental paynment unless the anount of the fee is disclosed
and the | essee expressly has agreed to pay the fee.

8§ 6905. Lessee's right to acquire ownership.

(a) Limtation on cost of |ease services.--The total anobunt
charged by the lessor for the cost of |ease services in a
rent al - purchase transaction shall not exceed the cash price of
t he property.

(b) Acquisition of ownership.--At any tinme after tendering
an initial rental paynent, a | essee may acquire ownership of the
property that is the subject of the rental-purchase agreenent by
tendering an anount equal at a maxi mumto the anopunt by which
the cash price of the | eased property exceeds 50% of all rental
paynments nade by the | essee.

8§ 6906. Lessee's right to reinstate agreenent after

term nati on.

19960S1374B2218 - 10 -
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(a) GCeneral rule.--A lessee who fails to nake a tinely
rental paynment may reinstate the agreenent w thout |osing any
rights or options which exist under the agreenent by the paynent
of all of the following within seven days of the renewal date:

(1) Al past due rental charges.

(2) The reasonable costs of retrieval and redelivery, if
the property has been retrieved.

(3) Any applicable |ate fee.

(b) Extended reinstatenent after return of property.--

(1) In the case of a | essee who has paid | ess than two-
thirds of the total paynments necessary to acquire ownership
and where the | essee has returned or voluntarily surrendered
the property, other than through judicial process, during the
appl i cabl e rei nstatenment period set forth in subsection (a),
the | essee may reinstate the agreenent during a period of not
| ess than 90 days after the date of the return of the
property.

(2) In the case of a | essee who has paid two-thirds or
nore of the total of paynments necessary to acquire ownership
and where the | essee has returned or voluntarily surrendered
the property, other than through judicial process, during the
applicable period set forth in subsection (a), the | essee may
reinstate the agreenent during a period of not |ess than 120
days after the date of the return of the property.

(c) Right toreinstate follow ng repossession.--Nothing in
this section shall prevent a lessor fromattenpting to repossess
property during the reinstatenent period, but a repossession
during the reinstatenment period shall not affect the | essee's
right to reinstate. Upon reinstatenent, the | essor shall provide

the | essee with the same property or substitute property of

19960S1374B2218 - 11 -
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conparabl e quality and conditi on.
§ 6907. Rent reduction.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1f any | essee who has signed a rental -
pur chase agreenent experiences an interruption or reduction of
25% or nore of inconme due to involuntary job |oss, involuntary
reduced enpl oynent, illness, pregnancy or disability after two-
thirds or nore of the total amount of the rental paynents
necessary to acquire ownershi p under the agreenment has been
pai d, the lessor shall reduce the anobunt of each rental paynent
by:

(1) the percentage of the reduction in the | essee's
i ncone; or

(2) fifty percent, whichever is less, for the period
during which the lessee's incone is interrupted or reduced.

(b) Nunber of paynents.--1f paynents are reduced, the total
dol | ar amount of paynments necessary to acquire ownership shal
not be increased, but the nunber of paynments necessary to
acqui re ownership shall be increased accordingly and the rights
and duties of the |essor and the | essee shall not otherw se be
af f ect ed.

(c) Incone restored.--Wen the |essee's incone is restored,
the | essor may increase the anmount of rental paynents; but in no
event shall rental paynents exceed the originally disclosed
anount of rental paynents.

8§ 6908. Advertising and display of property.

(a) Advertisenents.--

(1) An advertisenent for a rental -purchase agreenent
shall not state that a rental of any specific property is
avai l abl e at a specific anobunt or on specific terns unless

the lessor will rent the property at the amount or on the

19960S1374B2218 - 12 -
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terns specified.

(2) An advertisenent shall not state that a paynment or a
rental paynment is due upon origination of a rental w thout
di sclosing all of the follow ng:

(i) The paynent due upon origination of the rental.

(ii) The rental paynent.

(ti1) The total nunber of rental payments necessary
to obtain ownership of the property that is the subject
of the rental - purchase agreenent.

(b) Information on displays or offers.--All property
di spl ayed or offered under a rental-purchase agreenent shal
have stanped on or affixed to the property and clearly and
conspi cuously indicated in Arabic nunerals that are readabl e and
under st andabl e by visual inspection all of the follow ng:

(1) The armount of the rental paynent.

(2) The cash price of the property.

(3) The total nunmber and anount of rental paynents
necessary to acquire ownership of the property that is the
subj ect of the rental -purchase agreenent.

(4) The cost of |ease services.

(c) Conpliance with Federal law.--Wth respect to natters
specifically governed by the Consuner Credit Protection Act
(Public Law 90-321, 15 U.S.C. § 1601 et seq.), conpliance with
that act satisfies the requirenents of this section.

8§ 6909. Lessor's liability for nonconpliance.

(a) Violation of other law. --A violation of this chapter
shall constitute a violation of the act of Decenber 17, 1968
(P.L.1224, No.387), known as the Unfair Trade Practices and
Consuner Protection Law, and shall be subject to the enforcenent

provi sions and private rights of action contained in that act,

19960S1374B2218 - 13 -
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except as limted in this section.

(b) Recovery in class action limted.--Notw thstandi ng any
ot her provision of this section or the Unfair Trade Practices
and Consumer Protection Law, in any class action brought for
violation of this chapter, the total recovery arising out of the
same failure to conply shall not be nore than the | esser of
$500, 000 or an amount equal to 1% of the net worth of the
| essor.

(c) Recovery of damages.--If a particular rental -purchase
agreenent has nore than one | essee, only one recovery of damages
is allowed for a violation of this chapter. Miltiple violations
in connection with a single rental -purchase agreenent entitle
the |l essee or nmultiple | essees to only one recovery under this
chapter.

(d) Conmencenent of class action.--A class action alleging a
violation of this chapter may not be brought nore than two years
after the occurrence of the violation that is the subject of the
suit or nore than two years after the | essee nade the | ast
rental paynment, whichever is later. This subsection does not bar
a |l essee fromasserting a violation of this chapter as a matter
of defense by recoupnment or setoff in an action brought by a
| essor nore than two years after the date of the occurrence of
the violation on an obligation arising fromthe rental -purchase
agr eenent .

(e) Counteraction or defense.--A |lessee may not take any
action to offset any amount for which a | essor is potentially
liable under the Unfair Trade Practices and Consuner Protection
Law agai nst any anmount owed by the | essee unless the anmount of
the liability of the | essor has been determ ned by a judgnment of

a court of conpetent jurisdiction in an action in which the

19960S1374B2218 - 14 -
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| essor was a party. This subsection does not bar a | essee in
default on an obligation arising fromthe rental-purchase
agreenent from asserting a violation of this chapter in an
original action or as a defense or counterclaimto an action
brought by the lessor to collect anbunts owed by the | essee
under the rental - purchase agreenent.

8§ 6910. Limtations on lessor's liability.

(a) Right to correct errors.--A lessor is not |liable for any
violation of the requirenents of this chapter if within 60 days
after discovering an error and before an action for danmages is
filed against the | essor under section 6908 (relating to
lessor's liability for nonconpliance) or witten notice of the
error is received fromthe | essee, the |essor notifies the
| essee of the error and nmakes adjustnents to the account of the
| essee that are necessary to assure that the | essee is not
required to pay an anount in excess of the anpbunts permtted by
this chapter. This subsection applies whether the error was
di scovered through the | essor's own procedures or by any other
neans.

(b) Limtation in damages.--A |essor is not |iable under
subsection (a) for danages in excess of actual damage sustai ned
by the | essee if the | essor shows by a preponderance of the
evi dence that the violation of this chapter resulted froma bona
fide error, notw thstanding the nmaintenance by the | essor of
procedures reasonably adopted to avoid the error.

(c) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "bona
fide error” includes, but is not limted to, clerical or
cal cul ati on m stakes, conputer hardware or software mal functions
and programm ng and printing errors.

§ 6911. Conflict with other |aw

19960S1374B2218 - 15 -



In the event of a conflict between this chapter and the act
of Cctober 28, 1966 (1st Sp. Sess., P.L.55, No.7), known as the
Goods and Services Installnment Sales Act, the provisions of this
chapter shall be controlling.

Section 6 7. Section 9730 heading and (b) of Title 42 are
amended to read:

§ 9730. Paynment of court costs, restitution and fines.

* * %

(b) Procedures regarding default.--
(1) |If a defendant defaults in the paynment of a fine

[or], court costs or restitution after inposition of

sentence, the issuing authority [shall] or a senior |udge or

senior district justice appoi nted by the president judge for

t he purposes of this section may conduct a hearing to

determ ne whether the defendant is financially able to pay.

(2) If the issuing authority, senior judge or senior

district justice determnes that the defendant is financially

able to pay the fine or costs, the issuing authority, senior

judge or senior district justice may turn the delinquent

account over to a private collection agency or inpose
i mpri sonment for nonpaynment, as provided by |aw.

(3) If the issuing authority, senior judge or senior

district justice deternmines that the defendant is w thout the

financial neans to pay the fine or costs imediately or in a

single remttance, the issuing authority, senior judge or

senior district justice may provide for paynent in

installnments. In determ ning the appropriate installnents,

the issuing authority, senior judge or senior district
justice shall consider the defendant's financial resources,

the defendant's ability to make restitution and reparations

19960S1374B2218 - 16 -



1 and the nature of the burden the paynent will inpose on the
2 defendant. If the defendant is in default of a paynment or

3 advi ses the issuing authority, senior judge or senior

4 district justice that default is immnent, the issuing

5 authority, senior judge or senior district justice nmay

6 schedul e a rehearing on the paynent schedule. At the

7 reheari ng the defendant has the burden of proving changes of
8 financial condition such that the defendant is w thout the

9 nmeans to neet the paynent schedule. The issuing authority,
10 seni or judge or senior district justice may extend or

11 accel erate the schedule, leave it unaltered or sentence the
12 defendant to a period of conmunity service as the issuing

13 authority, senior judge or senior district justice finds to
14 be just and practicable under the circunstances.

15 (4) A decision of the issuing authority, senior judge or
16 senior district justice under paragraph (2) or (3) is subject
17 to section 5105 (relating to right to appellate review).

18 Section # 8. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to

19 read:
20 § 9730.1. Collection of court costs, restitution and fines by
21 private collection agency.
22 (a) GCenerally.--1n accordance with section 9730(b)(1) and
23 (2) (relating to paynent of court costs, restitution and fines),
24 an_issuing authority may refer the collection of costs, fines
25 and restitution of a defendant to a private collection agency
26 upon the expiration of a defendant's maximum sentence or
27 probationary termwith or without holding a hearing pursuant to
28 this section. Such collection agency shall adhere to accepted
29 practices in accordance with applicable Federal and State |law to

30 collect such costs, fines and restitution.
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(b) Contracts with private coll ecti on agenci es. - -

(1) The president judge of the judicial district, county

conmmi ssi oner or designee of either may contract with private

col |l ecti on agencies for the coll ection of fines, costs and

restitution in accordance with the provisions of this

secti on.

(2) The ampbunt of the collection fee as neqoti at ed

bet ween the president judge of the judicial district, county

conmmi ssi oner or designee of either and private coll ection

agenci es shall be added to the bill of costs to be paid by

t he def endant and shall not exceed 25% of the anount

col | ect ed.

(3) The funds secured fromthe defendant by the private

col |l ecti on agency in connection with the coll ection of fines,

costs and restitution shall be distributed as foll ows:

(i) The fee due the private coll ecti on agency shal

(ii) The bal ance shall be distributed i n accordance

with the original distribution of fines, costs and

restitution as set forth in the order of the court

sentenci ng the def endant.

(c) Limtations on private coll ecti on agenci es.--For the

pur poses of this section, a private collection agency shal

cease its efforts designed to collect fines, costs and

restitution and so informthe court or the county conm ssi oners

upon the occurrence of any of the foll ow ng:

(1) the private coll ecti on agency consi ders the anopunt

owi ng noncol | ecti bl e;

(2) a period of 180 days has el apsed since referral of

the anpbunt owing to the private coll ection agency and there

19960S1374B2218 - 18 -
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has been no response by the defendant or coll ection of

noneys; or

(3) upon denmand of a judge of the court of conmmobn pl eas

havi ng jurisdiction over the defendant.

(d) Inprisonnent.--Nothing in this subchapter limts the

ability of a judge to inprison a person for nonpaynent, as

provi ded by | aw, however, inprisonnment for nonpaynent shall not

be i nposed w thout a public hearing under section 9730(b)(1).

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Ambunt owing." The total anpunt owed by a defendant on

fines, costs or restitution in accordance with the order of

court sentencing the defendant and this section.

"Private coll ecti on agency." A person, conpany, partnership

or other entity that uses any instrunentality of interstate

commerce or the mails in any busi ness the princi pal purpose of

which is the collection of any debts, or who reqularly collects

or attenpts to collect, directly or indirectly, debts owed or

due or asserted to be owed or due another under the applicabl e

|laws of the United States and of this Conmbnweal t h.
. 8. II- | shall take effeet iH 69 daysr <—
SECTION 9. SECTION 4 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 29, 1990 (P.L. 257, <—

NO. 59), ENTITLED "AN ACT AMENDI NG TI TLE 42 (JUDI Cl ARY AND
JUDI Cl AL PROCEDURE) OF THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES,
FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR DEPCSI TS | NTO THE JUDI Cl AL COVWPUTER SYSTEM
AUGVENTATI ON ACCOUNT; | MPCSI NG ADDI TI ONAL FEES; AND MAKI NG
REFUNDS, " | S REPEALED
SECTION 10. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWG:
(1) THE ADDITION OF 42 PA.C.S. § 3733(C) SHALL TAKE

19960S1374B2218 - 19 -



EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
(2) SECTION 9 AND THI' S SECTI ON SHALL TAKE EFFECT
| MVEDI ATELY.
(3) THE REMAI NDER OF THI S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60

aa A W N P

DAYS.
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