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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 11655

| NTRODUCED BY TOMLI NSON, SALVATORE, HELFRI CK, O PAKE, AFFLERBACH
AND RHOADES, JUNE 29, 1995

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
JUNE 29, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.564, No.193), entitled

"An act providing for the increased use of peer review groups

by giving protection to individuals and data who report to

any review group,” extending the protection given by the act
to review committees of associations of veterinarians; and
redefining "professional health care providers” to include
veterinarians.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.564,
No. 193), known as the Peer Review Protection Act, anended
Cctober 5, 1978 (P.L.1121, No.262), is anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act:

"Peer review' neans the procedure for eval uation by
prof essional health care providers of the quality and efficiency
of services ordered or performed by other professional health
care providers, including practice analysis, inpatient hospital
and extended care facility utilization review, nedical audit,

anbul atory care review, clainms review, and the conpliance of a

hospital, nursing hone or conval escent honme or other health care
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facility operated by a professional health care provider with
the standards set by an association of health care providers and

with applicable laws, rules and regul ations. Peer review, as it

applies to veterinari ans, shall nean the procedure for

eval uation by |licensed doctors of veterinary nedi ci ne of the

qual ity and efficiency of veterinary nedi ci ne ordered or

perfornmed by other doctors of veterinary nedicine with the

standards set by an associ ati on of doctors of veterinary

medi ci ne and with applicable | aws, rules and reqgul ati ons.

"Professional health care provider" neans:

(1) individuals or organizations who are approved, |icensed
or otherwi se regulated to practice or operate in the health care
field under the |l aws of the Conmonweal th, including, but not
limted to, the follow ng individuals or organizations:

[(1) A physician.

(2) A dentist.

(3) A podiatrist.

(4) A chiropractor.

(5) An optonetrist.

(6) A psychol ogi st.

(7) A pharnaci st.

(8) A registered or practical nurse.

(9) A physical therapist.

(10) An adm nistrator of a hospital, a nursing or
conval escent hone, or other health care facility.

(11) A corporation or other organization operating a
hospital, a nursing or conval escent hone or other health care
facility.]

(i) a physician;

(ii) a dentist;
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(iii) a podiatrist;

(iv) a chiropractor;

(v) an optonetrist;

(vi) a psychol ogi st ;

(vii) a pharnacist;

(viii) a reqgistered or practical nurse;

(i x) a physical therapist;

(x) an administrator of a hospital, a nursing or

conval escent honme or other health care facility; or

(xi) a corporation or other organi zati on operating a

hospital, a nursing or conval escent hone or other health care

facility; or

(2) individuals licensed to practice veterinary nedici ne

under the |laws of this Conmpbnweal t h.

"Prof essional society" includes nedical, veterinary,

psychol ogi cal, nursing, dental, optonetric, pharmaceutical,
chiropractic and podiatric organi zati ons havi ng as nmenbers at
| east a majority of the eligible licentiates in the area or
health care facility or agency served by the particul ar society.
"Revi ew organi zati on" means any conmittee engagi ng in peer
review, including a hospital utilization reviewcommttee, a
hospital tissue conmttee, a health insurance review commttee,
a hospital plan corporation review commttee, a professional
health service plan review conmttee, a dental review commttee,

a physicians' advisory conmittee, a veterinary review conmnittee,

a nursing advisory conmmttee, any conmittee established pursuant
to the nmedi cal assistance program and any conmittee established
by one or nore State or |ocal professional societies, to gather
and review information relating to the care and treatnent of

patients for the purposes of (i) evaluating and inproving the
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quality of health care rendered; (ii) reducing norbidity or
nortality; or (iii) establishing and enforcing guidelines
designed to keep within reasonabl e bounds the cost of health
care. It shall also nmean any hospital board, conmittee or

i ndi vi dual review ng the professional qualifications or
activities of its medical staff or applicants for adm ssion
thereto. It shall also nmean a conmittee of an associ ation of

prof essional health care providers review ng the operation of
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care facilities.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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