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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 434 5

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, BAKER, BELL, BODACK, GERLACH, DAW DA,
HELFRI CK, LEMMOND, LOEPER, SHUMAKER, STOUT, SCHWARTZ, WAGNER
VENGER, ANDREZESKI AND RHOADES, FEBRUARY 9, 1995

SENATE AMENDVENTS TO HOUSE AMENDVENTS, OCTOBER 1, 1996
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for definitions, for

arrearages, for contenpt of the court order, for attachnent

of income and for petition for custody by grandparents; and
addi ng provisions relating to sane sex marri ages.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1102 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:
§ 1102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this part shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Marriage." A civil contract by which one man and one wonan

t ake each other for husband and wi fe.

* * %

Section 2. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 1704. Marri age between persons of the sane sex.
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It is hereby declared to be the strong and | ongst andi ng

public policy of this Commbpnweal th that nmarri age shall be

bet ween one man and one wonan. A narri age between persons of the

sane sex, which was entered into in another state or foreign

jurisdiction, even if valid where entered into, shall be void in

this Conmonweal t h.

Section 3. The definition of "income" in section 4302 of
Title 23 is amended and the section is amended by addi ng
definitions to read:

§ 4302. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

" GOVERNMENT AGENCY. " ANY AGENCY OF THE COMVONWEALTH <—

I NCLUDI NG DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, COWM SSI ONS, AUTHORI TI ES,  ANY

PCOLI TI CAL _SUBDI VI SI ONS OR AGENCY OF SUCH POLI TI CAL_SUBDI VI SI ON

OR LOCAL OR MUNILCl PAL AUTHORITY OR OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNI T

OR ANY COURT OR RELATED AGENCY.

“Incone.” Includes conpensation for services, including, but
not limted to, wages, salaries, fees, conpensation in kind,
conmi ssions and simlar itens; inconme derived from business;
gains derived fromdealings in property; interest; rents;

royal ties; dividends; annuities; income fromlife insurance and
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endownent contracts; all fornms of retirenment; pensions; incone
from di scharge of indebtedness; distributive share of
partnership gross incone; inconme in respect of a decedent;
income froman interest in an estate or trust; mlitary
retirement benefits; railroad enploynent retirenment benefits;
social security benefits; tenporary and pernmanent disability
benefits; worknen's conpensation and unenpl oynent conpensati on;

or other entitlenents to noney or |lunp sum awards, w thout

regard to source.

" . . _n . . <

"LABOR ORGANI ZATION." THE TERM SHALL HAVE THE MEANING G VEN <—

THE TERM I N SECTI ON 2(5) OF THE NATI ONAL LABOR RELATI ONS ACT (49

STAT. 449, 29 U.S.C. 8§ 151 ET SEQ ) AND SHALL INCLUDE AN ENTITY

USED BY THE ORGANI ZATI ON AND AN EMPLOYER TO CARRY OUT

REQUI REMENTS OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ORGANI ZATI ON AND THE

EMPLOYER AS SET FORTH I N SECTION 8(F)(3) OF THE NATI ONAL LABCR

RELATI ONS _ACT.
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30 SECTI ON 4. SECTI ON 4304 OF TITLE 23 | S REPEALED.
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SECTION 5. TITLE 23 |'S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:
§ 4304.1. COOPERATI ON OF GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES.

(A)  COOPERATI ON OF GOVERNVMENT AGENCI ES. - - NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY

OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW | NCLUDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTION 731

OF THE ACT COF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.343, NO 176), KNOMW AS THE

FI SCAL CODE, ALL GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES SHALL:

(1) AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C VELFARE,

PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON, IN A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTIVENT,

REGARDI NG A PERSON S WAGES, | NCOME, TELEPHONE NUMBERS,

ADDRESSES, SOCI AL_SECURI TY NUMBERS AND DATE OF BI RTH,

EMPLOYER NAMES, ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUVBERS.

(2) REQU RE THE SOCI AL SECURI TY NUMBER CF AN | NDI VI DUAL

ON_ANY APPL| CATI ON FOR A PROFESSI ONAL OR OCCUPATI ONAL LI CENSE

OR CERTI FI CATI ON.

(3) REQU RE THE SOCI AL _SECURI TY NUMBER COF ANY | NDI VI DUAL

SUBJECT TO A SUPPORT ORDER, PATERNI TY DETERM NATI ON OR

ACKNOW . EDGVENT OF PATERNITY IN ALL RECORDS RELATI NG TO THE

(B) COOPERATI ON OF LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS. - - LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS

SHALL, AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C V\ELFARE,

PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON, IN A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTIVENT,

REGARDI NG WAGES, | NCOMVE, TELEPHONE NUMBERS, ADDRESSES, SOCI AL

SECURI TY NUMBERS AND DATE CF BI RTH, EMPLOYER NAMES, ADDRESSES

AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS.

(G PENALTY. --FOLLON NG NOTI CE AND HEARI NG, THE DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLI C VEELFARE MAY | MPOSE A CIVIL PENALTY OF UP TO $1, 000 PER

VI OLATI ON UPON ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY OR LABOR ORGAN ZATI ON,

VH CH WLLFULLY FAILS TO COWLY WTH A REQUEST BY THE DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLI C WVELFARE FOR | NFORMATI ON PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON.

(D) CONFI DENTI ALI TY. - - ANY | NFORVATI ON PROVI DED OR COLLECTED

19950S0434B2306 - 5 -
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PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONFI DENTI AL_AND MAY ONLY BE

USED FOR PURPOSES OF CHI LD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT BY THE DEPARTIVENT

OF PUBLI C WELFARE. ANY PERSQON, GOVERNMENT AGENCY, EMPLOYER OR

AGENT OF THE DEPARTMENT WHO DI VULGES SUCH | NFORVATION IN A

MANNER NOT _PROVIDED IN THIS ACT COM TS A M SDEMEANOR OF THE

THI RD DEGREE, AND, UPON CONVI CTIQN, SHALL BE SENTENCED TO PAY A

FINE OF UP TO $1, 000 PER VI OLATI ON AND COSTS AND SHALL BE

SUBJECT TO A TERM OF | MPRI SONMENT OF NOT_MORE THAN ONE YEAR, OR

(E) I MVUNITY.--A PERSON, GOVERNVENT AGENCY OR LABCOR

ORGANI ZATI ON_PROVI DI NG | NFORVATI ON PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON

SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO CIVIL OR CRIM NAL LIABILITY. THE

| MVUNITY PROVI DED BY THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY

PERSON OR AGENT_OF A GOVERNMENT AGENCY OR LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON WHO

KNOW NGLY SUPPLI ES FALSE | NFORVATI ON UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

SECTI ON 6. SECTI ONS 4345, 4348(0O AND 5313 OF TITLE 23 ARE
AVMENDED TO READ
8§ 4345. Contenpt for nonconpliance with support order.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A person who willfully fails to conply
wi th any order under this chapter, except an order subject to
section 4344 (relating to contenpt for failure of obligor to
appear), may, as prescribed by general rule, be adjudged in
contenpt. Contenpt shall be punishable by any one or nore of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Inprisonment for a period not to exceed six nonths.
(2) A fine not to exceed [$500] $1, 000.

(3) Probation for a period not to exceed [six nonths]

(b) Condition for release.--An order conmmtting a defendant

to jail under this section shall specify the condition the
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fulfillment of which will result in the release of the obligor.
§ 4348. Attachnent of incone.

* * %

(o) Priority of attachnent.--An order of attachment for

support shall have priority over any attachnment, execution

garni shnment, State or | ocal tax w thholding or wage assi gnnent.

* * %

§ 5313. When [child has resided with] grandparents nay

(a) Partial custody and visitation.--If an unmarried child

has resided with his grandparents or great-grandparents for a
period of 12 nmonths or nore and is subsequently renoved fromthe
home by his parents, the grandparents or great-grandparents may
petition the court for an order granting themreasonable partial
custody or visitation rights, or both, to the child. The court
shall grant the petition if it finds that visitation rights
woul d be in the best interest of the child and woul d not
interfere with the parent-child relationship.

(b)Y Physical and | egal custody.--A grandparent has standi ng

to bring a petition for physical and | egal custody of a

grandchild. If it is in the best interest of the child not to be

in the custody of either parent and if it is in the best

interest of the child to be in the custody of the grandparent,

the court may award physical and | egal custody to the

grandparent. This subsection applies to a grandparent:

(1) who has genui ne care and concern for the child;

(2) whose relationship with the child began with the

consent of a parent of the child or pursuant to an order of

(3) who—ever—anextended periodof time— FOR 12 MONTHS <—
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Section 5 7. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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