PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 251 PRINTER S NOo. 1003

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 245 5

I NTRODUCED BY BELL, JANUARY 23, 1995

SENATOR CORNMAN, TRANSPORTATI ON, AS AVENDED, APRIL 26, 1995
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AN ACT
Amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, increasing the maxi num speed limt on certain
i nt erstate highways—and AND OTHER H GHWAYS; AND FURTHER <—
providing for the use of speed timng devices.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Seetton—1—Sect+ons—3362,—3363—and3368(c)—of —Ttle75-of <—
SECTION 1. SECTION 102 OF TI TLE 75 OF THE PENNSYLVAN A <—
CONSOLI DATED STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A DEFI NI TI ON TO READ:
8§ 102. DEFI NI TI ONS.
SUBJECT TO ADDI TI ONAL DEFI NI TI ONS CONTAI NED | N SUBSEQUENT
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S TI TLE WH CH ARE APPLI CABLE TO SPECI FI C
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S TI TLE, THE FOLLON NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN
USED IN THIS TI TLE SHALL HAVE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY
| NDI CATES OTHERW SE, THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON:

* * %

"I NTERSTATE H GHWAY." A FREEWAY ON THE DW GHT D. ElI SENHOVER
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SYSTEM OF | NTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HI GHVWAYS.

* * %

SECTI ON 2. SECTI ONS 3362, 3363 AND 3368(C) OF TITLE 75 ARE
AMENDED TO READ:
§ 3362. Maximum speed linits.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except when a special hazard exists that
requires | ower speed for conpliance with section 3361 (relating
to driving vehicle at safe speed), the limts specified in this
[ subsection] SECTION or established under this subchapter shall <—

be maxi mum | awf ul speeds and no person shall drive a vehicle at

a speed in excess of the following maximumlimts:

(1) 35 mles per hour in any urban district.

(1.1) 65 MLES PER HOUR: <—

(1) ON I NTERSTATE HI GHWAYS QOUTSI DE OF URBANI ZED

AREAS OF POPULATI ON OF 50, 000 OR MORE; AND

(1) ON OTHER FREEWAYS VWHERE THE DEPARTMENT HAS

POSTED A 65-M LES-PER-HOUR SPEED LIM T I N ACCORDANCE W TH

THE PROVI SIONS OF 23 U.S.C.(RELATING TO H GHVWAYS) .

(2) 55 MLES PER HOUR I N OTHER LOCATI ONS.

(3) Any other maximum speed |imt established under this
subchapt er
(b) Posting of speed Hmt+—Ne LIMT. -- <—

(1) NO maximum speed |imt established under subsection
(a)(1) or (3) shall be effective unless posted on fixed or

variable official traffic-control devices erected in
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accordance with regul ati ons adopted by the departnment which
regul ations shall require posting at the begi nning and end of
each speed zone and at intervals not greater than one-half
mle.

(2)  NO MAXIMUM SPEED LIMT ESTABLI SHED UNDER SUBSECTION  <—

(A)(1.1) SHALL BE EFFECTI VE UNLESS POSTED ON FI XED OR

VARI ABLE OFFI Cl AL_TRAFFI G- CONTROL DEVI CES ERECTED AFTER EACH

| NTERCHANGE _ON THE PORTI ON OF H GHMWAY ON VWHI CH THE SPEED

LIMT IS IN EFFECT AND VWHEREVER ELSE THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

DETERM NE.

(c) Report required.--Wen a speed limt in excess of 55

mles per hour is established on an i nterstate hi ghway, the

departnent shall report to the Transportation Conmittee of the

Senate and the Transportation Conmittee of the House of

Representati ves on the effect of the increased speed limt. The

report shall be submtted a reasonable tine after the increased

speed limt has been in effect for at | east one year. The report

shall include an in-depth evaluation, with statistical and other

rel evant data, of the enforcenent of the increased speed |linmt

and the incidents of accidents and deaths as a result of the

i ncreased speed linmt.

[(c)] (d) Penalty.--Any person violating this section is
guilty of a sunmary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be

sentenced to pay a fine of [$35.] $50 FOR VI OLATI NG A NVAXI MUM <—

SPEED LIMT OF 65 MLES PER HOUR OR A FINE OF $35 FOR VI OLATI NG

ANY OTHER MAXI MUM SPEED LIM T. Any person exceedi ng the maxi mum

speed limt by nore than five ml|es per hour shall pay an
additional fine of $2 per mle for each mle in excess of five
m | es per hour over the maximum speed |imt.

§ 3363. Alteration of maximumlimts.
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The departnent or |ocal authorities on highways under their
respective jurisdictions, upon the basis of an engi neering and
traffic investigation, nay determ ne that the maxi num speed
permtted under this subchapter is greater or less than is
reasonabl e and safe under the conditions found to exi st upon any
such hi ghway or part thereof and establish a reasonable and safe
maxi mum limt. The maxi mum speed |imt may be nade effective at
all times or at tinmes indicated and nay vary for different
weat her conditions and other factors bearing on safe speeds. No
maxi mum speed greater than 55 mles per hour shall be

est abl i shed under this section except on interstate hi ghways

out si de of urbani zed areas of popul ati on of 50,000 or npre where

t he maxi mum speed shall not be greater than 65 niles per hour

§ 3368. Speed tining devices.

* x *

(c) Mechanical, electrical and el ectronic devices
aut hori zed. - -

(1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the
rate of speed of any vehicle nmay be tined on any hi ghway by a
police officer using a nechanical or electrical speed timng
devi ce.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph (3),
el ectroni c devices such as radi o-m crowave devi ces (conmmonly
referred to as el ectronic speed neters or radar) nay be used
only by nmenbers of the Pennsylvania State Police.

(3) Electronic devices which cal cul ate speed by
nmeasuri ng el apsed tine between neasured road surface points
by using two sensors and devi ces which nmeasure and cal cul ate
t he average speed of a vehicle between any two points may be

used by any police officer.
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(4) No person may be convicted upon evi dence obtai ned

t hrough the use of devices authorized by paragraphs (2) and

(3) unless the speed recorded is [six] FOUR or nore mles per <—
hour in excess of the legal speed limt. Furthernore, no

person may be convicted upon evidence obtai ned through the

use of devices authorized by paragraph (3) in an area where

the legal speed Iimt is less than 55 mles per hour if the

speed recorded is less than ten mles per hour in excess of

the legal speed limt. This paragraph shall not apply to

evi dence obtai ned through the use of devices authorized by

par agraph (3) within a school zone.

SECTI ON 3. SECTION 6110(A) OF TITLE 75 |I'S AVENDED AND THE <—
SECTI ON | S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A SUBSECTI ON TO READ:

§ 6110. REGULATI ON OF TRAFFI C ON PENNSYLVANI A TURNPI KE.

(A) CENERAL RULE.--THE PROVISIONS OF THI S TI TLE APPLY UPON
ANY TURNPI KE OR HI GHWAY UNDER THE SUPERVI SI ON AND CONTROL OF THE
PENNSYLVANI A TURNPI KE COWM SSI ON UNLESS SPECI FI CALLY MCDI FI ED BY
RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE COMM SSI ON VWHI CH SHALL
BECOVE EFFECTI VE ONLY UPON PUBLI CATI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH LAW A
COPY OF THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS, SO LONG AS THEY ARE
EFFECTI VE, SHALL BE POSTED AT ALL ENTRANCES TO THE TURNPI KE OR
H GAWAY FOR THE | NSPECTI ON OF PERSONS USI NG THE TURNPI KE OR
H GAWAY. TH S SECTI ON DCES NOT AUTHORI ZE THE ESTABLI SHMVENT OF A

THAT A 65-M LES- PER- HOUR MAXIMUM SPEED LIM T SHALL BE
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ESTABL| SHED:

(1) ON I NTERSTATE HI GHWAYS OUTSI DE OF URBANI ZED AREAS OF

POPULATI ON OF_50, 000 OR MORE; AND

(2) ON OTHER FREEVWAYS WHERE THE COWM SSI ON HAS POSTED A

65-M LES- PER- HOUR SPEED LIM T I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE

PROVI SIONS OF 23 UNI TED STATES CODE (RELATI NG TO H G-WVAYS) .

(A.1) POSTING --NO MAXIMUM SPEED LIM T ESTABLI SHED UNDER

SUBSECTION (A (1) OR (2) SHALL BE EFFECTI VE UNLESS POSTED ON
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FI XED OR VARI ABLE OFFI Cl AL_TRAFFI G- CONTROL DEVI CES ERECTED AFTER

10 EACH | NTERCHANGE ON THE PORTI ON OF H GHMWAY ON VWHI CH THE SPEED

11 LIMT IS IN EFFECT AND WHEREVER ELSE THE COVM SSI ON SHALL

12 DETERM NE.

13 * * %

14 Section 2 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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