PRINTER S N0 2350

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 195 sua

| NTRODUCED BY FLI CK, HERSHEY, DEMPSEY, GEI ST, HENNESSEY, TRELLQ
CLYMER, N CKOL, FLEAGLE, ARMSTRONG HANNA, KREBS, WAUGH
STEIL AND MERRY, JUNE 29, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 29, 1995
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON

Petitioning the Congress of the United States to propose an

amendnent to the Constitution of the United States for

subm ssion to the states to provide the states a nmethod of

of fering anmendnents to the Constitution

VWHEREAS, The ratification of the Constitution of the United
States by the states created a bal ance of power between the
Federal Government and the states; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Governnment was granted certain l[imted
powers under the Constitution; and

WHEREAS, The constitution requires, under the Tenth
Amendnent, that: "The powers not delegated to the United States
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people"; and

WHEREAS, By the conbined actions of the Congress, the
Executive and the Judiciary, today, power is concentrated in the
Federal Government; and

WHEREAS, The origi nal checks and bal ances created by the

f ounders have been eroded, and the Federal CGovernnent has
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consol i dat ed power and authority; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Governnment is nore distant fromthe
peopl e than state governnments; and

WHEREAS, To achi eve governnent of the people, by the people
and for the people, governnment must becone closer to the people;
and

WHEREAS, There is a need for an effective nmechani sm by which
the states can offer amendnents to the Constitution; therefore
be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
petition the Congress of the United States to propose the
States' Initiative Resolution as an anendnent to the
Constitution for ratification by state |egislatures, which
resolution shall be submtted to the states for ratification
providing for the states a nethod through which they nay anend
the Constitution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That to achi eve the purpose expressed above, the
States' Initiative Arendnment shall provide that: \Wenever three-
fourths of the legislatures of the states deemit necessary,
t hey shall propose anmendnents to this Constitution. These
proposed anmendnents are valid for all intents and purposes two
years after they are submtted to Congress. The said amendnents
will be invalid if both houses of Congress, by two-thirds vote,
di sapprove themwithin two years after their subm ssion; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the Chief Cerk transmt copies of this
Concurrent Resolution to the President of the United States, the
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United
St at es House of Representatives, the President of the Senate and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives of each state's
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1 legislature of the United States and the Pennsyl vani a

2 Congressional Del egation.

F1L82JAM 19950H0195R2350 - 3 -



